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Holi adds splash of colour to
qcomcarts and campaigns
UDisha srivastav
NewDelhi, 2March

Quick-commerce(qcom)com-
panies are bettingbig on festi-
val-led demand, with major
players rolling out
Holi-specific categories
featuring kurtas, colours,
snacks, and personal care
products. Thepush combines
curated assortmentswithpro-
motional discounts to drive
ordervolumes.
Blinkit and Swiggy Insta-

mart, for instance, have
launched dedicated Holi sec-
tions on their home pages to
tapfestivaldemand.
Under itsFestiveFindscat-

egory,Blinkitisfeaturingprod-
ucts such as T-shirts, mobile
pouches, gujiya moulds, and
colour sprays. Swiggy Insta-
mart, alongsidesimilarassort-
ments, is offeringdiscounts of
upto70percentonselectHoli
essentials.
In addition to curating a

Holi section, Zepto is allowing
users to sendfestivalgreetings
tooneanotherdirectlythrough
its mobile app. In a social
media post, ChandanMendi-
ratta, the company’s chief
brand officer, said: “You can
send Holi wishes directly to
someone’sZeptohomepage—

actual Holi greetings, with
colours, paint, and balloons
delivered straight to theZepto
homepage.Whateveryouneed
to make your festivities more
festive, we are just minutes
away.”
BigBasket, too, is offering

discounts of up to 75 per cent
on colours and gulal, up to 67
per cent off onwater guns and
magic splash water balloons,
~200 instant-off coupons on
Holi offers, along with 10 per
cent bank discounts through
HDFC, ICICI, and Federal
Bank, thecompanysaid.
Meanwhile,aspokesperson

for Flipkart Minutes said
women’s ethnic dresses and
casual wear are seeing strong
traction in the run-up to the
festival. “Holi is one of India’s

mostenergeticandwidelycel-
ebrated festivals, and early
trends on Flipkart Minutes
show strong festive momen-
tumbuildingacrosscategories.
We are seeing rising demand
for festival essentials such as
Holi combo packs, colours,
partyaccessories,balloondec-
orations, sweets, and assorted
dryfruit, reflectingthescaleof
community-led celebrations
this year,” the spokesperson
added.
Not just qcom firms,

e-commerceplatformsarealso
retooling their homepages.
Amazonhas launched adedi-
catedHoliStorefeaturingfesti-
val essentials across fashion,
beauty, toys, andhomedécor.
The platform is also offering
cashbacksonAmazonPayUPI
(Unified Payments Interface)
transactionsfromMarch1to5,
along with travel savings on
bus,flight,andhotelbookings.
In 2025, Flipkart Minutes

witnessedan80percent surge
indemand forHoli essentials,
with colourpurchases spiking
25 timesonthedayof the festi-
val. Similarly, Zepto experi-
enceda rise in sales, recording
a4.4-foldyear-on-yearincrease
inGujiyasales,asix-foldrise in
waterballoonsales,andan8.4-
foldgrowthinThandaisales.

10th IIMCAAawards: SoumyaPillai
bags Journalist of the Year award
The Indian Institute of Mass
Communication Alumni
Association (IIMCAA)
announced thewinners of the
10th IIMCAA Awards on
Monday, with Soumya Pillai
selected as the ‘Journalist of
theYear'.
The announcement came

at the Association’s 14th
annual Connections Meet in
Delhi,withtheawardshonour-
ing achievements across jour-
nalism, advertising, public
relationsandpublicservice.
Among the prominent

winnerswasLaxmiDeviAere,
a PTI senior correspondent,
winning the ‘Agriculture
ReporteroftheYear’title,while
Medha Yadav received the
‘Reporter of the Year (Broad-
casting)’award.
Other jury awardees

included Safeena Wani
(reporter of the year - publish-
ing), Mohammad Asad (pro-
ducer of the year -
broadcasting), Saurav Kumar
Borah,AlpeshArvindKarkare,
Tanzil Asif,HasleenKaur and
Panchanan Mishra, with

specialmentionsforGargySat-
apathy, Nantha Kishore G K
andGarimaSingh.
Awardees received cash

prizesrangingfrom~10,000to
~1.5 lakh along with trophies
and certificates. Actor Chan-
dan Roy and journalist Abhi-
nav Pandey were named
Alumni of the Year, while five
media veterans — Milan
Vohra, Lipika Sud, Pradeep
KumarMallik,SangitaThakur,
Mitali Mohanty Ghosh —
received Lifetime Achiev-
ementhonours. PtI

SC raps trial court for
citingAI-generated
orders indeciding case
‘Such conduct strikes at the heart of judicial integrity’
Bhavini Mishra
NewDelhi, 2March

TheSupremeCourthastakena
sternviewofa trial courtorder
that relied on judgments later
found to be fictitious and
possibly generated through
artificialintelligence(AI)tools,
observing that such conduct
strikes at the heart of judicial
integrityandcannotbetreated
as amere error of reasoning.A
Bench of Justices P S Nara-
simha and Alok Aradhe was
hearingaspecialleavepetition
(SLP) arising from a civil revi-
sion decided by the Andhra
PradeshHighCourt.
“We take cognizance of the

trialcourtdeployingAI-gener-
atednon-existing, fakeor syn-
thetic alleged judgments, and
seek to examine its conse-
quences andaccountability as
it has a direct bearing on the
integrity of the adjudicatory
process,” theBenchsaid.
The apex court further

underscored that reliance on
fabricated cases goes beyond
aninadvertentmistake.
“At the outset, we must

declare that a decision based
on suchnon-existent and fake
alleged judgments is not an
errorinthedecision-making.It
would be misconduct, and
legal consequences shall
follow,” theBenchremarked.
The dispute arises from a

suit for injunctionfiled by the
respondents. During the pen-
dencyofthesuit,thetrialcourt
appointed an advocate com-
missioner to record thephysi-
cal features of the property in
question. The defendants
objectedtothecommissioner’s
report. However, by an order
datedAugust 19, 2025, the trial
court rejectedtheirobjections.
While dismissing the chal-

lenge, the trial court relied on

fourpurportedSupremeCourt
decisions, including Subra-
mani vsMNatarajan (2013) 14
SCC95;ChidambaramPillaivs
SALRamasamy(1971)2SCC68;
Lakshmi Devi vs K Prabha
(2006) 5 SCC 551, andGajanan
vsRamdas (2015)6SCC223.
Thedefendants contended

before the High Court that
these cited cases were “non-
existent and fake orders”. The
HighCourtexaminedthecon-
tention and found that the
judgments referred to in the
trial court’s order were not
traceable and appeared to be
AI-generated.Whileplacingon
recordawordofcautionabout
theunverifieduseofAI-gener-
atedmaterialinjudicialorders,
the High Court nonetheless
proceeded to decide the civil
revision on merits and
affirmedthetrialcourt’sruling.
Challenging this, the defend-
antsapproachedthetopcourt.
The Bench observed that

thematterraised“considerable
institutional concern”, clarify-
ingthattheanxietyofthecourt
wasnot about the substantive
correctnessoftheoutcomebut
about“theprocessofadjudica-
tion and determination”. The
apex court indicated that it
would undertake a detailed
examination of the conse-
quences and accountability
arising from a judicial order
foundedonfabricatedpreced-
ents. In view of the broader
ramifications, the Bench
issued notice to the Attorney
General for India, the Solicitor
General of India, and the Bar
Council of India. Senior advo-
cate Shyam Divan has been
appointed as amicus curiae to
assist the court,with liberty to
nominate an advocate-on-
record for further assistance.
Recently, the Supreme Court
had expressed concerns over
lawyers citing AI-generated
fakecases inpleadings.

Legal lapse
Supreme Court calls issue an
serious institutional concern
Court says fake citationsn
undermine credibility of
adjudicatory process
High court cautionedn
against unverified use of
AI material

Defendants challenged trialn
court order before the court
Advocate commissionern
appointed to record
property’s physical features
Court to examinen
accountability for AI-based
judicial lapses

IndiGo to operate 10 relief
flights fromJeddah today
Deepak patel
NewDelhi, 2March

IndiGohasplannedtooperate
10 special relief flights from
JeddahtoIndiaonTuesdayto
facilitate the returnofpassen-
gers stranded theredue to the
ongoing conflict inWestAsia,
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
saidonMonday.
“IndiGo is

coordinating
with theConsu-
late General of
India at Jeddah
for passenger
facilitation,”the
ministryadded.
About 357

flights were cancelled on
Monday, though operations
began gradually resuming by
eveningwith stranded Indian
aircraft returninghome.
The Ministry of Civil Avi-

ation (MoCA) said on X on
Mondaynightthatforeigncar-
riers operating between India
and theGulf regionhavenow
started operating limited
flights, subject to operational
andairspaceconsiderations.

“Due to the ongoing situ-
ation, 357 flights planned for
operation today were can-
celled,” theministrysaid.
The disruption followed

strikes carried out by the US
and Israel on Iran last
Saturday, triggering a fresh
conflictintheregionandlead-
ing multiple carriers to
suspendandrerouteflightsas

aprecaution.
The ministry

said that it was
closelytrackingpas-
senger grievances
throughthePassen-
gerAssistanceCon-
trol Room (PACR)
and ensuring

promptredressalonpriority.A
total of 559 grievances were
addressed during this period
throughAirSewa,socialmedia
platforms and dedicated hel-
pline calls, in coordination
with airlines and other stake-
holders, it noted. Industry
executives said several Indian
aircraftthathadbeenstranded
atairportsacrosstheGulfover
the past two days were now
returningtoIndia.vvvv
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IndIan aIrlInes
cancelled 357
InternatIonal
flIghts on
Monday aMId
West asIa crIsIs
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