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ABVP workers detained after attempt to
recite Hanuman Chalisa at Lucknow University

New Delhi, Tension
prevailed at Lucknow
University on Tuesday after
members of the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP), along with activists of
the Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP) and Bajrang Dal,
attempted to recite the
Hanuman Chalisa at the
historic Lal Baradari inside the
campus.

Police intervened, detained
several students, and
removed them from the spot.

The protest was sparked
by allegations that permission
had been granted for offering
namaz at Lal Baradari while
Hindu students were not
allowed to recite the
Hanuman Chalisa at the same
site. A protester said,
“Permission is given to offer
namaz here, but permission is
not given to recite Hanuman
Chalisa here.”

Heavy police deployment
was made at the university,
particularly at Gate No. 3, in
view of the protest. Three
platoons of Provincial Armed
Constabulary (PAC) and
personnel from two local
police stations were stationed
at the entrance. The police

prevented protesting groups
from proceeding further inside
the campus.

Members of Bajrang Dal
claimed they had gathered to
recite the Hanuman Chalisa at
Lal Baradari. “We have come
here today to recite Hanuman
Chalisa at Lal Baradari. Till
yesterday it was a dilapidated
structure — how did it
suddenly become a mosque?
Some student groups offered
namaz there and some people
supported them. Who was
attacking them?” a Bajrang Dal
activist questioned.

Reacting to the
controversy, Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh
Pathak said, “The entire

matter is under investigation.
We will take care of
everything and, under any
circumstances, maintain law
and order.” The incident
follows earlier protests on the
campus. Earlier on Monday,
students affiliated with the
Samajwadi Chhatra Sabha
(SCS), the National Students’
Union of India (NSUI), and the
All India Students’ Association
(AISA) staged a sit-in protest
overnight outside Lal Baradari.

They alleged that the
university administration had
deliberately sealed a mosque
inside the historic structure to
prevent Muslim students from
offering prayers during the
holy month of Ramzan.

Traffic restrictions, security tightened for VP
Radhakrishnan’s visit to Kashmir on Feb 26

Srinagar, Authorities
announced traffic restrictions
for February 26 in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Srinagar city as
security was tightened ahead
of Vice President C.P.
Radhakrishnan’s visit.

The vice president will be
the chief guest at the 21st
convocation of the University
of Kashmir on Thursday.

Traffic Police Srinagar on
Tuesday issued a detailed
traffic advisory on February 26
in view of the VVIP visit to the
city. Temporary restrictions
and diversions have been
announced on several key
routes. According to the
advisory, no motorist will be
allowed to ply towards Nishat,
Shalimar, Harwan and
adjacent areas via Badyari
Chowk and Gupkar on
Thursday. Similarly, traffic
movement from Ram
Munshibagh towards Hotel
Grand Palace will remain
suspended, and vehicles will
be diverted towards Dalgate,
Sangermal and Ikhwan Chowk
for onward movement.
Authorities said that no traffic
will be allowed on the Dalgate,
Khayam, Khanyar, Rainawari,
Saidkadal and Hazratbal road
stretch during the restriction
period. Motorists intending to

travel from Harwan, Shalimar,
Nishat, Ganderbal, and
adjoining areas towards Lal
Chowk have been advised to
adopt the Burzahama route via
Chandpora, Tailbal, Zakoora,
Malbagh, Illahibagh and 90
Feet Road and vice versa.
Those travelling from Dalgate,
Lal Chowk and nearby areas
towards Harwan, Shalimar
and Nishat have been directed
to use the Sangermal, Ikhwan
Chowk, Nowhatta, 90 Feet and
Malbagh road route to reach
their destinations.

Motorists heading towards
Srinagar Airport from Harwan,
Shalimar and Nishat will be

permitted to move through
Burzahama, Chandpora,
Tailbal, Zakoora, Malbagh,
Illahibagh and 90 Feet Road.
Vehicles travel ling from
Panthachowk and Pandrethan
towards R M Bagh will be
allowed via Peaks Motors
Nowgam and the Bypass.

Officials said that medical
emergency cases will be
facil itated after due
verification. Citizens requiring
assistance may contact the
Traffic Police Control Room at
103. Meanwhile, V.K. Virdi,
IGP (Kashmir), took a detailed
security review meeting
pertaining to the VVIP visit.

Gaurav Gogoi nominated President of India–
Philippines Parliamentary Friendship Group

New Delhi,  Lok Sabha MP
Gaurav Gogoi has been
nominated as the President of
the India–Philippines
Parliamentary Friendship
Group for the 18th Lok Sabha,
officials said on Tuesday.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla has constituted
Parliamentary Friendship
Groups with 64 countries and
appointed senior Opposition
leaders to head over a dozen
of them. Each of these groups
have 11 members, including
those from the Rajya Sabha.

The communication, issued
by the Conference and
Protocol Branch of the Lok
Sabha Secretariat, stated that
a Parliamentary Friendship
Group between India and the
Philippines has been
constituted for the current Lok
Sabha term to strengthen
p a r l i a m e n t a r y - l e v e l
engagement between the two
countries.

“In this connection, the
Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha is
pleased to nominate you as
the President of the India –
Philippines Parliamentary
Friendship Group,” the letter
addressed to Gogoi said.

The letter, dated February

share growing cooperation
across multiple sectors,
including defence, maritime
security, trade, education and
cultural exchanges.

Pa r l i amen ta r y - l e ve l
interaction is seen as an
important component in
further deepening bilateral
relations between the two
democracies. The constitution
of the India–Philippines
Parliamentary Friendship
Group for the 18th Lok Sabha
reflects India’s continued
emphasis on expanding
engagement with Southeast
Asian nations under its Act
East Policy.

As President of the
Friendship Group, Gogoi is
expected to lead
parliamentary interactions,
coordinate exchanges with
Fil ipino lawmakers, and
contribute to strengthening
legislative cooperation
between the two countries
during the tenure of the
current Lok Sabha. Further
details regarding the
composition of the Friendship
Group and its activities are
expected to be announced by
the Lok Sabha Secretariat in
due course.

23, was issued by L.V.
Ramana, Director, Conference
and Protocol Branch, Lok
Sabha Secretariat, and carries
official reference number 35/
04/2026/C&P.

Parliamentary Friendship
Groups are informal forums
formed within Parliament to
promote bilateral ties,
facilitate dialogue between
legislators, and enhance
mutual understanding on
issues of common interest.

These groups often play a
key role in strengthening
people-to-people and
institutional linkages alongside
formal diplomatic
engagements.

India and the Philippines

Centre approves 5,000 PMAY-G houses for rehabilitation of
violence-hit internally displaced persons in Manipur

Imphal, Union Agriculture
and Rural Development
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has approved the
construction of 5,000 new
houses for the rehabilitation of
Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs), affected by ethnic
violence in Manipur, under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-
Gramin (PMAY-G), officials
said on Tuesday.

An official of the Chief
Minister's Office (CMO) in
Imphal said that Chouhan
approved the construction of
the houses for IDPs affected
by the prolonged law and
order crisis for the financial
year 2025-26 after a meeting
with Manipur Chief Minister
Yumnam Khemchand Singh on
Monday night.

The state's two Deputy
Chief Ministers -- Nemcha
Kipgen and Losii Dikho --
accompanied the Chief
Minister during the meeting
with the Union Rural
Development Minister at the
latter’s residence in New Delhi.

The CMO official said that
Central Minister Chouhan
warmly received the three
Manipur leaders and assured
them of all possible assistance
in their efforts to restore
peace and normalcy in the
state.

Earlier this month, the
Manipur government had
submitted a proposal for a
special project under PMAY-G
for the construction of 5,000
houses for IDPs affected by
ethnic violence, he said. Acting
on the proposal, the Union
Rural Development Ministry
also approved a special
window of the Awas Plus 2024
household survey to capture
details of eligible affected
families.

The state government has
further been permitted to
continue the registration
process of eligible
beneficiaries under the special
PMAY-G project, the official
said. However, the Union Rural
Development Ministry directed
the state government to
ensure that beneficiaries
under the special project are
identified strictly in
accordance with PMAY-G
guidelines. The identification
and uploading of details of
eligible beneficiaries must be

completed through the Awas
Plus 2024 mobile application.
The houses will be constructed
as per the provisions laid
down in the Framework for
Implementation (FFI) of PMAY-
G. The state government has
also been allowed to sanction
houses for eligible
beneficiaries under the special
project who had earlier
received one or more
instalments under PMAY-G,
but whose houses were
destroyed during the ethnic
violence that broke out in May
2023.

Chief Minister Khemchand
Singh has been in New Delhi
since February 21, marking his
first visit to the national capital
after taking oath as Manipur’s
new BJP Chief Minister on
February 4. On Monday, the
Chief Minister met Union
Minister for Development of
North Eastern Region (DoNER)
Jyotiraditya Scindia, who
assured that his Ministry
would coordinate with other
Union Ministries to address
key issues concerning
Manipur. Khemchand Singh
also met Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
who assured him of al l
possible assistance to revive
the state's financial health and
economy.

Hyderabad cops bust pan-India
cyber fraud syndicate; arrest
104 fraudsters in 16 states

Hyderabad, In a major
crackdown, Hyderabad Police
dismantled a pan-India cyber
fraud syndicate with the arrest
of 104 fraudsters across 16
states.

At least 32 special teams
carried out ‘Operation
Octopus’ over a span of 10
days, Hyderabad Police
Commissioner V.C. Sajjanar
said on Tuesday.

Under the leadership of
DCP (Cybercrimes) V. Aravind
Babu, the police executed a
coordinated operation against
cybercrime syndicates
operating across the country.

The apprehended
individuals are linked to 1,055
cyber fraud cases registered
across India, involving a total
fraud amount of
approximately ?127 crore, the
Commissioner said in a
statement.

During the operation, the
police seized 204 mobile
phones, 141 SIM cards, 152
bank passbooks, 234 debit/
credit cards, 26 laptops, 56
corporate/firm stamps and
?36 lakh cash.

The operation was carried
out in Maharashtra, Delhi,
Rajasthan, West Bengal,
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab,
Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar,
Uttarakhand, and Odisha.

The Commissioner noted
that in recent times, there has
been a surge in cases of
victims fall ing prey to
investment scams, trading
frauds, and 'Digital Arrest'
scams, resulting in the loss of
their hard-earned money.

Exploiting the trust of
unsuspecting citizens, cyber
fraudsters have been draining
bank accounts through
manipulation, intimidation,
and emotional coercion.

Recognising the gravity of
the situation, 'Operation
Octopus' was designed to
deliver a decisive blow to
these il legal networks.
Following an intensive

investigation into the rise of
such frauds, the Cyber Crime
Police Station (CCPS),
Hyderabad, identified a nexus
of 151 bank accounts used to
siphon off victims’ funds, said
Sajjanar.

Through meticulous
Intelligence gathering and
forensic analysis, 151 bank
accounts were identified as
conduits for laundering the
proceeds of crime. To
dismantle this complex
network, 32 Special Teams
comprising seasoned
investigators were constituted.
The operation was executed
simultaneously across 16
states over a span of 10 days
and 104 individuals who
played pivotal roles in the
execution of the fraud were
apprehended.

A Relationship Manager
from Bandhan Bank was
among those arrested for
colluding with fraudsters to
facilitate the opening and
operation of fraudulent
accounts.

'Operation Octopus' is an
ongoing initiative, and the
investigation is progressing to
dismantle the higher echelons
of these syndicates.

A clear and unequivocal
message is being sent:
Anyone found complicit in
such crimes — regardless of
stature, influence, or role —
will not be spared. Every lead
will be pursued, and the
perpetrators will face the full
force of the law.

Any individual supporting
cybercriminals, including bank
officials, mule account
holders, will be dealt with
strictly in accordance with the
law, said the Police
Commissioner.

Big relief for Vijayan govt as
SC stays HC order, clears

way for Nava Kerala Survey
New Delhi,  In a significant

relief to the Government of
Kerala, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday stayed the interim
order of the Kerala High Court
that had halted the state’s
proposed ‘Nava Kerala
Survey’, allowing the
government to proceed with
the exercise. New Delhi, Feb
24 (IANS) In a significant relief

to the Government of Kerala,
the Supreme Court on
Tuesday stayed the interim
order of the Kerala High Court
that had halted the state’s
proposed ‘Nava Kerala
Survey’, al lowing the
government to proceed with
the exercise.

The High Court had last
week restrained the survey
following petitions filed by
leaders of the Kerala Students
Union (KSU), who alleged that
the data collection drive,
undertaken ahead of
elections, amounted to a
politically motivated exercise
funded by public money.

The High Court struck
down the controversial ‘Nava
Kerala Survey’, calling it
unlawful and questioning how
it was funded and executed.
The Court had made it clear
that there was neither a
proper budget allocation nor
a financial sanction for the
programme. Challenging the
High Court’s stay, the state
government moved an appeal
in the Supreme Court.

Appearing for the state,
senior advocate Kapil Sibal
contended that the
government has the authority
to assess how effectively
welfare schemes are reaching
beneficiaries and to collect
data for administrative
evaluation. Accepting the
broad thrust of this argument,
the apex court observed that
governments are entitled to
undertake such surveys to
evaluate the impact of
schemes on which crores of
rupees are spent.

The Bench questioned the
basis for halting the exercise,
asking what was wrong with
gathering information to
determine whether welfare
programmes were yielding the
intended results. It underlined
that political criticism of a
survey cannot be the sole
ground to restrain a state from
performing governance
functions.
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