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Kerala will now be called Keralam

Cabinet approves
state govt’s proposal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 24 February

The Union Cabinet on Tuesday
approved a proposal of the Kerala gov-
ernmenttochangethe name of the state
to Keralam, Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said.

The decision, which comes ahead of
the assembly elections in the state, was
taken at a meeting of the Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at its first meeting held at Seva
Teerth, the new PMO complex.

The Union Cabinet approved the
proposal for altering the name of Kerala
to Keralam, Vaishnaw said.

Prime Minister Modi hailed the
Cabinet decision, saying it reflects the
will of the people of the state.

“It is in line with our efforts to
strengthen the connect with our glori-
ous culture,” he said in a post on X.

The Kerala assembly elections are
due in April this year, with the tenure of

Three railway projects
worth X9K cr okayed

The Cabinet Committee on Econ-
omic Affairs, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Tues-
day approved three Railway min-
istry projects with a total cost of
approximately 39,072 crore.

The three projects include the
doubling of the Gondia-Jabalpur
section, and the laying of the third
and fourth lines between Puna-
rakh-Kiul and Gamharia-Chandil
sections. The government said
that these projects covering eight
districts across Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and
Jharkhand will increase the exist-
ing network of the Indian Rail-
ways by about 307 km. PTI

Higher equity funding
limit for Powergrid

The Cabinet Committee on Econ-
omic Affairs on Tuesday
approved an enhanced permis-
sible equity investment limit for
Powergrid Corporation from the
current threshold of ¥5,000 crore
per subsidiary to 7,500 crore per
subsidiary while retaining the
existing cap of 15 percent of the
company's net worth. The appro-
val will enable the company, the
largest transmission service pro-
vider, to expand its investment in
its core business and support the
evacuation of renewable energy
capacity. It will help achieve the
target of 500 Gw from non-fossil-
based sources. BS REPORTER

the 140-member current assembly
ending on May 23.

After the Union Cabinet's approval,
the president of India will refer a Bill,
namely the Kerala (Alteration of Name)

Bill, 2026, to the Kerala Assembly for
expressingits views under the proviso to
Article 3 of the Constitution of India.
After receipt of the views of the
Kerala Assembly, the government of

India will obtain the recommendation
ofthe president for the introduction of
the Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill,
2026 to alter the name of Kerala to
Keralam in Parliament, an official
release said.

Asked why a decision like this was
comingjustahead of the assembly elec-
tionsinKerala, Vaishnaw said decisions
are taken by the Union Cabinet under
Prime Minister Modi without keeping
elections in view.

“Decisions of setting up new rail cor-
ridors and starting of Vande Bharat
trains in Kerala were taken up when
elections were not there. Elections will
be held, but all decisions which are in
theinterest of the country will be taken,”
he said.

The Communist Party of India (CPI)
congratulated the “people of Keralam” as
the Union Cabinet accepted the proposal
to officially rename the State of Kerala.

Inastatement, the CPIsaid the deci-
sion represented the “culmination of a
longstanding and democratic demand
of the people of Kerala, rooted in the
state's linguistic heritage and collective
self-respect.”

Inflation may stay benign: RBI deputy guv

ANJALI KUMARI
Mumbai, 24 February

India’s retail inflation, which has stayed
below the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI’s)
4 percenttargetinrecenttimes, islikely
toremain benign in the coming months,
RBI Deputy Governor Poonam Gupta
(pictured) said in a speech on Friday,
which was uploaded on the central
bank’s website on Tuesday.

Headline inflation dipped to multi-
yearlowsofaround 1.5-2.8 per centin late
2025. Latest data under the updated
series showed retail inflation was at 2.75
per cent in January 2026. Under the
revised Consumer Price Index (CPI)
series, with 2024 as the new base year
replacing 2012, there has been a marked
shiftin the composition of the consump-
tion basket. The weight of food and bev-
erages hasbeenlowered to36.75 per cent
from 42.86 per cent in the 2012 series.

Speakingat the 14th Foundation Day
Lecture of the Centre for Development
Studies (CDS), Guptasaid: “Inflation has
both moderated over time and become
more stable, especially under the flex-
ible inflation targeting (FIT) regime.
Average annual CPI inflation in India

The growth story

Annual average real GDP growth (%)
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hasdeclined from close to 10 per centin
the 1990sto about 6 per centayearinthe
subsequent two decades; to below 5 per
centinthelast fouryears; and islikely to
remain benign in the coming months.”

She further said there has been a
steady improvement in the economy’s
underlying growth momentum, with
the trend growth rate rising by an aver-
age of 0.03 percentage points every year
over the past four and a half decades. As
a result of this gradual but sustained
acceleration, growth increased from an
average of 5.7 per cent in the 1980s t0 5.8
percentinthe1990s, strengthened to 6.3
per cent in the 2000s and to 6.6 per cent
in the 2010s, and accelerated sharply to

7.7 per cent over the past four years.

“Looking at the pace of economic
growth in India since the 1980s, it is
easily observable that the Indian econ-
omy has slowly but surely accelerated,
at the pace of 0.03 percentage points a
year on average, during the past four
and a half decades,” she said.

Gupta said that India’s macroecon-
omic fundamentals have remained
resilient and supportive of sustainable
growth, supported by asignificant mod-
eration in inflation and continued
structural reforms.

She said economic outcomes have
also become less volatile over time.
Growth has become more stable and

range-bound across sectors while infla-
tion volatility has declined. Structural
changes, including diversification of the
productionbaseand reduced oil intensity
of gross domestic product (GDP), have
lowered vulnerability to external shocks.

The deputy governor further said
thatan economy is generally considered
macro-economically stable when key
indicators — such as inflation, current
account deficit (CAD), fiscal deficit,
quality of public debt, and financial
sector metrics — are sustainable, sup-
portive of growth, and do not signal
excessive risks or overheating. InIndia’s
case, most of these parameters have
remained within a comfortable range
over the past four decades.

On the external front, she said CAD
has remained within a moderate range
of 0.5-2.2 per cent of GDP since 1990.
Over the past six years, CAD has aver-
aged around 0.75 per cent of GDP,
roughly half its long-term average
between 1980-81 and 2019-20. She
attributed this resilience to diversified
sources of inflows, particularly robust
services exports and remittances, which
have helped cushion the economy
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Govt to launch free HPV
vax drive for girls aged 14

DATANOMICS

Bullion imports likely to
widen CAD in Q4FY26

YASH KUMAR SINGHAL

Indiaimported goods worth $71.24 billion in January 2026.
Crude oil products, gold and silver constituted over 38 per
cent of the imports. Despite relatively soft crude oil prices,
ajump in the prices of gold and silver has not only inflated
India’s trade deficit, but may also impact its current
account deficit (CAD) in the fourth quarter of 2025-26.

Gold-silver share in imports

at highest in a decade

Share of oil, gold and silver in India's imports (in %)

From April to January in FY26, import value
of crude oil and related products, gold and
silver was over one-third of India’s total
import bill. The share of gold and silver in
imports has reached decade-high levels,
while the share of crude oil has come down.

Note: *Apr-Jan; **excludes precious metal
jewellery Source: CMIE

Prices of gold and silver skyrocket
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Unit prices of oil, gold and silver (in )

While the average per unit crude oil price has come down in the first three quarters of FY26, the
average per unitimport price of gold and silver has increased year-on-year by 2515 per cent and

47.58 per cent, respectively, in FY26 (Apr-Dec).
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Note: *Apr-Dec; **excludes precious metal jewellery; Unit FOB price for crude oil is in USD per barrel
(Indian basket), while that for gold and silver is in USD per kilogramSource: CMIE, PPAC, Business

Standard calculations

Services and remittances help reduce CAD

India's current account balance (in $ bn)

Avrise in export earnings from the services
sector as well as a steady rise in remittance
inflows has kept India’s CAD relatively low
in FY24 and FY25. However, India’s trade
deficit of $34.68 billion in January 2026 is
poised to widen the CAD.

Note: *Apr-Sept; Current account balance is
the sum total of trade balance and invisibles
balance, which includes net services, net
transfers and net income

Source: RBI, Department of Commerce,

BS calculations

Current account balance «==Trade balance
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against global shocks.
TRu H 0 M E F I NAN c E I_I M ITE D (Formerly Shriram Housing Finance Ltd.)
Head Office: Level -3, Wockhardt Towers, East Wing C-2, G Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051;
TrUh,g\‘mceE Tel: 1800 102 4345 ; Website: http://www. truhomefinance.in
Reg.Off.: Srinivasa Tower, 1st Floor, Door No.5, Old No.11, 2nd Lane, Cenatoph Road, Alwarpet, Teynampet, Chennai-600018

LR IOVSLROR{TR R R ]| Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Properties through Private Treaty

Private Treaty Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with
provisionto Rules 8 & 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

State launches new
scheme for women
entreprencurs

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 24 February

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has allocated Y100 crore
in its 2026-27 Annual Budget
for a new scheme titled
“Women Entrepreneur Prod-
uct Marketing Centre”. Mod-
elled on the Centre's flagship
“SHE (Self-help Entrepre-
neur) Marts” scheme, the initi-
ative aims to empower rural
women entrepreneurs to
develop and run exclusive
retail outlets.

Nearly 10 million women
are associated with self-help
groups (SHGs) in the state.

“The women SHGs faced
impediments to access organ-
ised marketing platforms. The
government now plans to link
them with Nyaya Panchayat
(village-level judicial entity),”

RAJASTHAN

UP Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath announced in the state
legislative assembly during
the recent Budget Session.

These centres will be
entirely managed by women.
The shopping complexes will
be constructed at the Nyaya
Panchayat level to facilitate
the sale of a plethora of prod-
ucts made by enterprising
women.

“Thisinitiative will be inte-
grated with the Digital Entre-
preneur scheme. The
government aims to connect
and empower 10 million
women to become self-
reliant,” he added.

Digital entrepreneurs will
be selected in 8,000 Nyaya
Panchayats, 50 per cent of
which will be local women.
They will also be provided an
interest-free loan of X10 lakh.

Homestay Scheme 2026
unveiled to boost tourism

ANIL SHARMA
Jaipur, 24 February

The state tourism depart-
ment of Rajasthan has
launched a simplified 'Rajas-
than Homestay (Paying Guest
House) Scheme —-2026'.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Tourism, Praveen Gupta,
said that the Homestay
Scheme 2026 is a significant
initiative aimed at promoting
tourism development, rural
income growth, and self-
employment.

The state recorded a 9.74
per cent increase in the
number of visitors as com-
pared to the previous year.
According to the released

data, atotal of over 25.44 crore
tourists visited Rajasthan in
2025. Ofthese, over 25.25crore
were domestic travellers.

Gupta said this homestay
scheme is expected to further
boost tourist inflow in the
state. The scheme aims to
strengthen the rural economy
and promote small-scale
enterprises. The licensing
process has been simplified,
making approvals digital and
faster. “While previously req-
uiring multiple departmental
permissions and extensive
paperwork to open a home-
stay, a single-window system,
fewer documents, and easier
registration have been intro-
duced in the scheme.”

New Delhi, 24 February

The central government is set
to launch a nationwide
immunisation drive against
Human Papillomavirus
(HPV), a landmark step
towards eradicating cervical
cancer, which claims thou-
sands of lives annually.
Vaccinations will be free,
voluntary and target girls
aged 14, according to sources
in the Union Health Minis-
try. Cervical cancer is the
second-most common
cancer among women in
India, with nearly 80,000
new cases and over 42,000
deaths reported annually.
The government said in
2024 that it was considering

adding HPV prevention to the
country’s immunisation pro-
gramme. India will join more
than 160 countries that have
HPV vaccinations.

Officials told Business
Standard that India’s cam-
paign will include the Gardasil
vaccine manufactured by
MSD. “The quadrivalent HPV
vaccine protects against HPV
types 16 and 18, which cause
cervical cancer, as well as
types 6 and 11,” they said.

The vaccine is available
only in private hospitals and
costs up to 34,000 per dose.
The National Technical
Advisory Group on Immun-
isation (NTAGI), India’s apex
immunisation body, has rec-
ommended introducing the
vaccine.

Limited from the Borrowers And Guarantors, as mentioned in the table.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s that the below described immovable properties mortgaged/ charged to
Truhome Finance Limited (formerly M/s Shriram Housing Finance Limited), the Physical Possession of which have been taken by the Authorized Officer of Truhome Finance
Limited, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” basis in Private Treaty on 12.03.2026 for recovery of the balance due to Truhome Finance

Details of Borrowers and Guarantors, amount due, Short Description of the immovable property, Sale Price , its deposit and date of Inspection are also given as:

Name of Borrowers/

interest at the contractual rate, within
60 days from the date of receipt of the
said notice.

Kanyakumari - 629177

Co-Borrowers/ A(;mt:unt' '[))t Recn&l?‘rylpnd Private Treaty Prlva[;:lgeaty Pos[s]::esmn GontactiEersan
Guarantors/Mortgagers FLD O LR LTS Reserve Price
Mr. Vijay S/o0 Mr. Thankaiyan Demand Notice Date: 11-06-2025 Rs. 15,00,000/- (Rupees Private treaty Physical James Clement -
No. 5-50 Tharichiram Vilai, Fifteen Lakh only ) Date: 12.03.2026 possession 72002 81906
Themanoor, Attoor Rs. 2109972/ (Rupees Twenty one dated on
Kanyakumari - 629177 lak nine thousand nine hundred and 21.01.2026 Mr. Selvakumar-
seventy two Only) as on 09-06-2025 9176224367

Mrs. Aruna W/o Mr. Vijay under reference of Loan Account No.
No. 5-50 Tharichiram Vilai, SILHNGC00000229 with further A.Karthikeyan -
Themanoor, Attoor 9791308353

Description of Property

All that Piece and parcel of land and building measuring an extent of 121.41 Sq.mt Comprised in Re.SF No.45/2A and Old SF N0.4397 in attoor village, kalkulam Taluk now Tiruvattar taluk,
Kanyakumari District, Marthandam Sub registration district, Verkilambi Sub registration district and land being bounded on
West : Road , North : Anpaiyan Property , South : Rajendran Property , East: Pradeep Kumar Property , With all easement and pathway rights.

1) Fordetailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer the website of Truhome Finance Limited (Formerly Shriram Housing Finance Limited) website.
2) The intending bidders have to submit their EMD amount to be deposited by way of RTGS/NEFT to the account details mentioned herein below: BANK NAME: AXIS BANK
LIMITED BRANCH: BANDRA KURLA COMPLEX, MUMBAI BANK ACCOUNT NO. Current Account No. 911020045677633 IFSC CODE: UTIB0000230.

Place : Kanyakumari
Date : 25-02-2026

Sd/- Authorised Officer- Truhome Finance Limited
(Formerly Shriram Housing Finance Limited)
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Truhome

FINANCE Tel: 1800 102 4345 ; Website:

provisionto Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

the Borrowers And Guarantors, as mentioned in the table.

http://www. truhomefinance.in

TR u H o M E F I NAN c E I_I M ITE D (Formerly Shriram Housing Finance Ltd.)

Head Office: Level -3, Wockhardt Towers, East Wing C-2, G Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051;

Reg.Off.: Srinivasa Tower, 1st Floor, Door No.5, Old No.11, 2nd Lane, Cenatoph Road, Alwarpet, Teynampet, Chennai-600018

R L ITE ] SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s that the below described immovable properties mortgaged/ charged to Truhome
Finance Limited (formerly M/s Shriram Housing Finance Limited), the Possession of which have been taken by the Authorized Officer of Truhome Finance Limited, will be sold on “As is
whereis”, “Asis whatis” and “Whatever there is” basis in e-auction on 13/03/2026 between 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 A.m. for recovery of the balance due to Truhome Finance Limited from

Details of Borrowers and Guarantors, amount due, Short Description of the immovable property, reserve price and earnest money deposit and date of Inspection are also given as:

Name of Borrowers/ Amount of . Date & Contact Person
Co-Borrowers/ Recovery and date Reserve Price (Rs.) Time of | Details — (AO and
Guarantors/Mortgagers of Demand Notice & Bid Increment Auction Disposal team)
Mr. Vigneswar S/o Gunaseelan Demand Notice Date: Rs 15,14,800-/ (quees fifteen Lakh Fourteen 13- Mr.S.James Clement
No.3/15 Puravi Palayam, 13-08-2024 thousand Eight hundred only) MAR- 7200281906
Thumbivadi Karur- 639002 Rs. 1482953/~ (Rupees Bid Increment: 2026
M. Vel Forteen Lak eighty two Rs. 10,000/ and in such muliples. Mr. M.Selvakumar
S /:" Ge ::::elan thousand nine hundred and Auction 9444224367
No 3/:I 5 Puravi Palayam fifty three Only) as on 08-08- Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) (Rs.) Time: e
L ’ 2024 under reference of Loan 11:00 r.ouman
Thumbivadi Account No Rs 1,51,480-/ M 9597191507
Karur- 639002 SLPHNMKLO000026 with (Rupees One Lakhs Fifty one Thousand Four o
Date of Possession & Type | further interest at the Hundred Eighty only) 1:30 :::ze;mgz;;go;
12.09.2025 , Physical Possession contractual rate, within 60 Last date for submission of EMD : AM 11 amto 1pm
e - days from the date of receipt of 12/03/2026
Encumbranches known | ot Known the said notice. Time 10.00 a.m. to 05.00 p.m.

Description of Property

tothe extent of 1600 Sq. Ftof land with the building bounded on the following boundaries

East: Purambokku Land , South : Temple Land, North : land Belongs to Subbaiyan, West : South North Panchayath Road With all easement and pathway rights

All part and parcel of the property situated at Karur District, Mela karur Registration district, Aravakurichi Taluk, Thumbivadi Village, Natham Old SF NO.231/C in this new SF N0.635/32 comprised

Service Provider website address: https://www.bankeauctions.com

1) For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer the website of Truhome Finance Limited Website Link: https://www.truhomefinance.in/e-auction/and at Auction

2) The intending bidders have to submit their EMD amount to be deposited by way of RTGS/NEFT to the account details mentioned herein below: BANK NAME: AXIS BANK
LIMITED BRANCH: BANDRA KURLA COMPLEX, MUMBAI BANK ACCOUNT NO. Current Account No. 911020045677633 IFSC CODE: UTIB0000230.

Place : Karur
Date : 25.02.2026

Sd/- Authorised Officer- Truhome Finance Limited
(Formerly Shriram Housing Finance Limited)




