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the global

OpenAl on Friday said India’s use of
ChatGPT for technical tasks is nearly
four times the global average, while
the use of its agentic coding applica-
tion, Codex, is almost three times the
global average. Users in India also ask
more coding and learning- related
questions than most markets, the
company said.

“Al adoption is moving faster than
our ability to measure it — and that’s a
challenge for anyone trying to make
smart decisions. Signals is our way of

India’s use of ChatGPT for
technical tasks nearly 4x
average: OpenAl

SR

putting real-world evidence on the
table, so India’s Al debate can be
grounded in facts, not hype,” said
Ronnie Chatterji, chief economist,
OpenAl

The data was released under
OpenAl’s new initiative, Signals, a
public data programme that will pub-
lish recurring, privacy- preserving
indiactors and de-identified datasets
on how ChatGPT is being adopted and
used across regions, age groups, and
task categories. AASHISH ARYAN

How ChatGPT
is being used

Nearly 3x the global median:
Coding-related questions

Nearly 2x the global median:
Education and learning questions

350/0 Indians using ChatGPT for
work

300/0 Global ChatGPT usage for
work

Just under 500/0 Share of total
messages sent by users aged 18-24

Around 800/0 Share of

consumer messages from users
aged 18-34

750/0 Messages that are
non-work related

350/0 Messages seeking practical
guidance

200/0 Messages seeking general
information

200/0 Messages involving writing
tasks (drafting or editing)

SOURCE: OPENAI'S NEW INITIATIVE, SIGNALS

Julian Barnes’ last bow

ARUSHI BHASKAR

At the beginning of “Going Nowhere”,
the fifth and last part of Departure(s),
Julian Barnes goes back to a poem he
had read when he was 18: “It was quite
astretch for an English suburban teen-
ager to access the mind and sensibility
of a prematurely middle-

aged French Symbolist

poet.” For many younger

readers, going through

Departure(s) would be a

similar experience —

reader to Google any biographical
detail that he mentions. The book also
invites the reader to go “behind the
scenes” of a writerly life and, most
interestingly, devotes a significant
amount of time to amateur science
writing, specifically on memory.

The first part begins with an
exposition on involuntary
autobiographical memory
(IAM), setting the tone for
the main preoccupation of
the book: Memory. Barnes
takes a clinical as well as a

Barnes, 80, has declared it == literary approach to dissect-
to be the last novel he will ing the topic — apart from
ever write, thus “denying BOOKS & discussing how the body
agency to death. Though in IDEAS stores and retrieves mem-
aminor way”. ories, he also goes on at

The book combines some length about Marcel

elements of fiction and autobiogra-
phy. The narrator is a writer named
Julian who has recently been diag-
nosed with blood cancer and talks
often about his wife who died from a
brain tumour, and if this wasn’t
enough, he also sneakily asks the

Proust’s In Search of Lost Time, one of
the most famous examples of using
memory as a plot device in literature.
The very first page, in fact, presents
the reader with Barnes’ views on
memory: He calls it “that place where
degradation and embellishment over-

lap”. Throughout the book, he has the
tendency to take his audience down
one path, only to present a revisionist
version in the next few pages. He also
drops in occasional reminders that he
is speaking from the vantage point of
someone who has been around for
eight decades and has documented a
sizeable chunk of that period. This he
achieves by first writing about his rec-
ollections of a particular period of his
life, and then going back to how he
had actually recorded that period as it
was unfolding. This is an almost prof-
essorial “method in madness” in the
way he exposes the shakiness of
memory, in both theory and practice.
Fiction, or what Barnes calls the
“slow composting of life before it
becomes useable material”, is the
other major theme of Departure(s).
The narrator, despite having promised
his friends Stephen and Jean that he
would never fictionalise their story,
ends up doing it anyway. Moreover, he
never gives the readers a good enough
reason for this act of transgression.

SC: More green cover could
improve Delhi air quality

BHAVINI MISHRA
New Delhi, 20 February

The Supreme Court on
Fridayindicated that expan-
ding green cover could play
ameaningful role in improv-

ing air quality across the
Delhi National Capital
Region (NCR).

The remarks were made
during proceedings con-
cerning the formation of an
expert panel tasked with
supervising an afforestation
drive intended to offset tree
loss in Delhi’s ridge areas.

Senior Advocate Guru
Krishna Kumar, appearing
as amicus curiae (friend of
the court), mentioned the
issue before a Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, seeking substi-
tution of a committee
member. He informed the
Court that one of the existing
members, Ishwar Singh, had
recently been appointed to
the National Green Tribunal

and would need to be
replaced.

Kumar proposed two
alternative names, following
which the Bench selected M
D Sinha, a retired Indian
Forest Service officer, tojoin
the panel.

Kumar further drew
attention to earlier direc-
tions issued by a Bench led
by Justice A S Oka (since
retired) aimed at enhancing
Delhi’s green cover, and sug-
gested that the present com-
mittee also oversee
implementation of those
measures. The Chief Justice
agreed to list observing that
the issue bore relevance to
the region’s air quality.

Noting the link between
environmental restoration
and pollution control, the
Chief Justice remarked that
augmenting green cover is
among the most sustainable
and long-term measures
available to improve the Air
Quality Index in the capital.

Departure(s)

JULIAN
BARNES

DEPARTURE(S)

Even though both Stephen and Jean
reassure him that he has nothing to do
with their story beyond the point of
introduction, he can’t help feeling in
some way responsible for the way
things pan out. This invites the reader
to wonder if it is merely a disappoint-
ment, the kind that one has when
one’s friends are unhappy, or ifitis a

SPORTS WATCH

Pakistan, New Zcaland open
Super 8 campaign today

The Super 8 stage of the ICC T20 World Cup 2026 begins on
Saturday (February 21) with Pakistan taking on New Zealand
atthe R Premadasa Stadium in Colombo.

Pakistan enters the contest with the advantage of familiar-
ity, having played their group-stage matches in Sri Lanka.
New Zealand, in contrast, will be playing in Sri Lanka for the
first time in the tournament. The Colombo surface is expected
toaid spinners, bringing Pakistan’s spin trio of Usman Tariq,
Mohammad Nawaz, and Shadab Khan into sharp focus.

SHASHWAT NISHANT

would invite newer readers to peruse
Barnes’ previous works as well.

In a cheeky reference to being the
aforementioned much-celebrated
author, the narrator Julian, while
reminiscing about his early cancer
detection and diagnosis, uses the
trademark British humour to com-
ment on the advantages of celebrity,

symptom of the author especially for a high-
iengurIc o0t T soowepTATES | Uttt ke
The book meditates ON THE BLURRED LINES admirers who suit his
on the blurred lines BETWEEN FACT AND sensibility than
between fact and fiction, II:IISIR-:\CI)I'E\I;-\?’XLY T0 otherwise.
only to arrive at a semi- EMI NCLUSION There are also
conclusion that both are S -CONCLUSIO journeys into the
governed by memory and THAT BOTH ARE roots of Barnes’
because of that, they are GOVERNED BY MEMORY storytelling itself:
not infallible; rather, they The people he has
are more prone to col- encountered all his

by Julian Barnes
Published by Penguin Random House
158 pages, 3999

Perhaps, it is done to probe the idea of
the author as “god” — it is the narrator
who introduces Stephen and Jean
when the three are at university
together, and then reintroduces them
when they are in late middle-age.

lapsing into each other. Barnes also
guides his readers through his last
work, as if he is holding their hand and
showing them why he made a particu-
lar choice — he talks about how the
exercise of establishing his characters
and their backgrounds makes him feel
“abit weary”. He is allowing himself
one final indulgence as a much-cel-
ebrated author, and the process is so
endearing that one can see how this

life and the stories they have shared
with him, despite (or because of) him
being an author.

Memory is not just a motif in
Departure(s). Its science and its
whimsy come together to form an
unforgettable goodbye from an author
to his audience; and also an homage to
the act of being alive from someone
who has spent his life documenting
the intricacies of living.

NH toll plazas may go
cashless from Apr1

Toll payments at national highway plazas will be
processed through digital modes using Fastag or UPI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 20 February

Highways authority NHAI is
considering discontinuing
cash payments at highway
toll plazas from April 1, requi-
ring commuters to use only
digital modes such as Fastag
or UPI for toll payments.

Post implementation, all
toll payments at National
Highway fee plazas will be
processed exclusively
through digital modes, using
Fastag or Unified Payments
Interface (UPI), the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) said.

The authority said it is
contemplating completely
discontinuing cash transac-
tions at the National Highway
fee plazas across the country
from April 1, 2026, in order to
develop a fully digital
National Highway tolling eco-
system.

The proposed measure is
aimed at consolidating the
gains achieved in Electronic
Toll Collection and
strengthening the efficiency
&reliability of National High-
way fee plaza operations, it
said.

The transition will help to
enhance ‘Ease of Commut-
ing’ for National Highway
users by improving lane
throughput, reducing con-
gestion at fee plazas and
bringing greater consistency
and transparency in toll
transactions.

In the past few years, over
98 per cent penetration of
Fastag hassignificantly trans-
formed toll collection prac-
tices in the country. At

present, an overwhelming
proportion of toll transac-
tions are processed electroni-
cally through RFID-enabled
Fastag affixed to vehicles,
facilitating seamless and con-
tactless movementacross toll
plazas.

In addition, UPI payment
facilities have been oper-
ationalised at the National
Highway toll plazas, ensuring
availability of instant and
accessible digital payment
options for National Highway
commuters nationwide.

As per National Highway
fee rules, vehicles entering a
fee plaza without a valid,
functional Fastag are charged
twice the applicable user fee,
if the fee payment is made in
cash. Whereas National High-
way users who opt to pay via
UPI are charged only 1.25
times of the user fee for the
applicable vehicle category.

These initiatives have col-
lectively advanced the objec-
tive of reducing dependency
oncash transactions and digi-
tising the tolling framework.
Plaza-level assessments indi-
cate that cash-based pay-
ments contribute to
congestion, increased waiting
times during peak traffic
periods and transaction-
related disputes.

A complete transition to
digital only mode of payment
will strengthen operational
efficiency, improve traffic
management, minimise
delays and enhance overall
National Highway user
experience at over 1,150 fee
plazas on various National
Highways and Expressways
inthe country.

&9 Maharashtra Industrial Township Limited (MITL)
(Formerly known as Aurangabad Industrial Township Limited)
Udyog Sarthi, MIDC Office, Marol Industrial Area, Andheri (East), Mumbai - 400 093

NOTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDER

Maharashtra Industrial Township Limited (MITL) invite e-tender for procurement of
RTC power for Shendra Industrial Area in Short Term as per guidelines issued by
Ministry of Power, Government of India dated 30.03.2015 and subsequent
amendments. Details are as per below.

Tender . Type of Bid q
Specification No Discom Power Quantum Period
MITL/SBIA/Short/ | MITL - Shendra| Conventional | 18 MW | Short Term for
Conventional/ T-16 | Industrial Area | RTC Power One Month

Tender Shall be floated at (www.mstcecommerce.com) for purchase of power as per
guidelines issued by Ministry of Power, Government of India dated 30.03.2015.

The documents will be issued to the bidder only thru e-tender on
www.mstcecommerce.com. Bids to be submitted on www.mstcecommerce.com
only and hard copy of technical bid to be submitted to the address mentioned below -
Maharashtra Industrial Township Limited (MITL), Udyog Sarthi, MIDC Office, Marol
Industrial Area, Andheri (East), Mumbai - 400 093. All other terms and conditions are
available inthe tender document. SD/-

Date: 20.02.2026 Authorized Signatory

(O] ASSAM POWER GENERATION CORPORATION LIMITED

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e-Tenders are invited from the intending contractors/firms/suppliers for
execution of "Supply of 360 nos. of High Efficiency Cellulose Media Air Filter
for GE/BHEL make Frame-5, 20 MW Gas Turbine Inlet Air Filter System of GT
Unit #6 at Lakwa Thermal Power Station (LTPS), APGCL" required in Assam
Power Generation Corporation Limited under the Department of Power, Govt.
of Assam, with an estimated amount of INR 10,39,698.00. An amount of INR
21,000.00 (Rupees Twenty-One Thousand Only) is to be submitted as
EMD/Bid Security. The Tender documents can be downloaded from
www.assamtenders.gov.in from 21/02/2026 (10:00 hours).

® Thelast date of submission of tender documentis 16/03/2026
(12:00 hours)

® The bids will be opened online on the e-procurement portal
on 18/03/2026 (16:00 hours)

The TIA reserves the right to accept or reject any bid/tender, and to cancel/
annul the bidding process and reject all bids at any time prior to contract
award.

Name of the TIA: Chief General Manager (Gen), APGCL &
Address of the TIA: 3” Floor Bijulee Bhawan, Paltanbazar, Guwahati-1
Sd/- Chief General Manager (Gen) o

C/24-25,

do 3im asier

APGCL, Bijulee Bhawan, Guwahati -1 |
% Bank of Baroda
https://bankofbaroda.bank.in India’s International Bank

TENDER NOTICE

Bank of Baroda, Head Office, Baroda invites technical and
financial bids through Government e-Marketplace (GeM) Portal
from General Insurance Companies to renew the following
Insurance policies for the period from 01.04.2026 to 31.03.2027:
A) Tender-1 for Various General Insurance Policies:
1. Bankers Indemnity Insurance Policy - Domestic
(Including Pledged Gold & Silver)
2. Bankers Indemnity Insurance Policy
(International Operations)
B) Tender-2 for Various General Insurance Policies:
1. Group Personal Accident Insurance Policy -
For Employees & Directors
2. Directors’ & Officers’ Liability Insurance Policy
Detailed tender documents are available in the “Tenders
section on Bank’s website: https://bankofbaroda.bank.in
Any Addendum/Corrigendum including maodification in the
tender documents shall be notified only on the Bank’s website:
https://bankofbaroda.bank.in

Last date for submission of Tenders on GeM portal is
12.03.2026 (up to 13:00 Hours).

Place: Baroda General Manager (Operations & Services)
Date: 20.02.2026 Head Office, Baroda

(166/25-26)

SUNDARAM MUTUAL

—— Sundaram Finance Group ——

sf

Opening of a New Customer Care Centre:

Notice-Cum-Addendum to the Scheme Information Document (SID) And Key
Information Memorandum (KIM) of Schemes of Sundaram Mutual Fund (‘Fund’)

Investors / Unit holders are advised to take note of the below stated address of the Customer Care Centre of KFin Technologies Limited
which will be operational from February 23, 2026. This is an official point of acceptance of transactions for the Schemes of Sundaram

Mutual Fund:
Location Address
Namakkal KFIN Technologies Limited,

1st Floor, 18/41, Salem Road, R P Pudur, Namakkal, 637001, Tamil Nadu.
Email Id: mfsnamakkal @kfintech.com
Telephone No: 04286 457696

Information will remain unchanged.

Place: Chennai
Date: February 21, 2026

All other terms and conditions of the Scheme Information Document(s) / Key Information Memorandum(s) / Statement of Additional

This addendum forms an integral part of the Scheme Information Document (SID) / Key Information Memorandum (KIM) / Statement of
Additional Information (SAI) of the schemes of Sundaram Mutual Fund as amended from time to time.

For Sundaram Asset Management Company Ltd

R Ajith Kumar

Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

For more information please contact:

Sundaram Asset Management Company Ltd
(Investment Manager to Sundaram Mutual Fund)
CIN: U93090TN1996PLC034615

Regd. Office:

Corporate Office: 1st & 2nd Floor, Sundaram Towers, 46, Whites Road,
Royapettah, Chennai-14.
Contact No. (India) 1860 425 7237, (NRI) +91 40 2345 2215
www.sundarammutual.com
No. 21, Patullos Road, Chennai 600 002.

-26-1-26 (16x9cms

HY2-25

Mutual Fund Investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.

Truhome

FINANCE

provision to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

the Borrowers And Guarantors, as mentioned in the table.

TR u H 0 M E F I NAN c E LI M ITE D (Formerly Shriram Housing Finance Ltd.)

Head Office: Level -3, Wockhardt Towers, East Wing C-2, G Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051;
Tel: 1800 102 4345 ; Website: http://www. truhomefinance.in
Reg.0ff.: Srinivasa Tower, 1st Floor, Door No.5, Old No.11, 2nd Lane, Cenatoph Road, Alwarpet, Teynampet, Chennai-600018

R L TE ] SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s that the below described immovable properties mortgaged/ charged to Truhome
Finance Limited (formerly M/s Shriram Housing Finance Limited), the Possession of which have been taken by the Authorized Officer of Truhome Finance Limited, will be sold on “As is
whereis”, “Asis whatis” and “Whatever there is” basis in e-auction on 25.03.2026 between 11:00 a.m. to 01:00 p.m. for recovery of the balance due to Truhome Finance Limited from

Details of Borrowers and Guarantors, amount due, Short Description of the immovable property, reserve price and earnest money deposit and date of Inspection are also given as:

Name of Borrowers/ Amount of . Date & Contact Person
Co-Borrowers/ Recovery and date Reserve Price (Rs.) Time of | Details — (AO and
Guarantors/Mortgagers of Demand Notice & Bid Increment Auction | Disposal team)
1. Mr. KUMAR T S/o. Thiruppathi Demand Notice Date: Rs.10,00,000/- 25- Mr. S.James Clement
No. 74, Boyar Veethi, Near Veeramathi Amman 11-11-2025 (Rupees Ten Lakh only ) MAR- 7200281906
Temple, Odathurai Post, Bhavani Taluk, Erode- _ 2026
638 455 Bid Inc(ement: ) Mr. M.Selvakumar
2.Mrs. PAVATHAL K D/o. Mani Rs. 12,25,359.00 (Rupees Twelve Rs. 10,000/- and in such multiples. ) 9444224367
No. 74, Boyar Veethi, Near Veeramathi Amman Thousand Twenty Five Thousand - Au-ctloln MrL.Murali-
Temple, Odathurai Post, Bhavani Taluk, Erode- Three Hundred and Fifty Nine Earnest Money Deposit Time: 9385806058
638 455 Only) as on dated 10/11/2025 (EMD) (Rs.) 11.00
under reference of Loan Account t .
- Rs.1,00,000/- a.m. o Date of Inspection :
Date of Possession & Type | NOH fHL:ERDEUOOO?’?: (One Lakh Only ) 01.00 2|7.02.2026
1. - : with further interest at the o m. nspection
02-02-2026, Physical Possession contractual rate, within 60 days Last date for submission of EMD : P Time : 11.00 A.M to
Encumbranches known | Not Known from the date of receipt of the ) 28.02.2026 4.00 PM
said notice. Time 10.00 a.m. to 05.00 p.m.

Description of Property

. SurveyNo. - OId S.No-227/2 After Subdivision S.No0.547/1, After Sub Division New S.No.547/1BI
ii. As per Revenue Record -S.N0.547/1Bl, iii. Total Extent-17371/2 Sq.ft,

Total = 1750-121/2 (North West Corner Cut) = 17371/2 Sq.ft, Withall easements Rights and Pathway

iv.PlotNo.-37, V. Location like name of the place,, Village, City, Registration, Sub-District etc. -
Gobichettipalayam  Taluk, Erode District, Gobichettipalayam | Regd. District, Gobichettipalayam Joint-Il SRO "Sri Vela Nagar"

vi) Boundaries for 17371/2 Sq.ft of land North by : 23 ft Wide East West Layout Road, Southby : PlotNo.38, Eastby : PlotN0.36, Westby : 33 ft Wide South North Layout Road
Measurement Details : North - East West-35 ft, South - East West-35ft, East- South North-50 ft, West - South North-50 ft.

Kugalur (C) Village,

Service Provider website address: https://www.bankeauctions.com

1) Fordetailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer the website of Truhome Finance Limited Website Link: https://www.truhomefinance.in/e-auction/ and at Auction

1) The intending bidders have to submit their EMD amount to be deposited by way of RTGS/NEFT to the account details mentioned herein below: BANK NAME: AXIS BANK
LIMITED BRANCH: BANDRA KURLA COMPLEX, MUMBAI BANK ACCOUNT NO. Current Account No. 911020045677633 IFSC CODE: UTIB0000230.

Place : Erode
Date : 21.02.2026

Sd/- Authorised Officer- Truhome Finance Limited
(Formerly Shriram Housing Finance Limited)




