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Jawaharlal Nehru was
born on November 14, 1889
and was a strong advocate for
children's rights and
education. Nehru loved
children deeply and believed
that they are the future of the
nation. Because of his
affection toward children, they
fondly called him "Chacha
Nehru." This day is dedicated
to the children of India and is
celebrated with great
enthusiasm and excitement
across the country.

Before 1964, India
celebrated Childrens Day on
November 20 which was
observed as Universal
Children's Day by the United
Nations. But after Jawaharlal
Nehru's death in 1964, it was
unanimously decided to
celebrate his birthday as 'Bal
Diwas' in India as a token for
his love and affection towards
children. The aim of
celebrating Children's Day is
to promote awareness about
children's rights, education,
and overall development. After
the death of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru in 1964, his birthday
was declared as Children's
Day in India. The main
purpose of celebrating this
day is to spread awareness
about the rights, education,
and welfare of children. It
reminds everyone that
children deserve love, respect,
and opportunities to grow and
succeed. Nehru  believed that
a country's progress depends
on how well it nurtures and
educates its young generation.

The November 14 special
day holds great historical and
emotional value. This is not
just a celebration, but a
reminder of Nehru's dream of

building a better nation
through education,
development, and care of
every child. He emphasized
free and compulsory primary
education, healthcare, and
equal rights for children. His
efforts laid the foundation for
many child-centric policies in
India.

People say it is easier to
build strong children than to
repair broken men and rightly
so, since kids are like wet
cement: whatever falls on
them makes an impression so,
we have to love our children
unselfishly as they are the
hands by which we take hold
of heaven.Children's Day is a
special day to recognize the
importance of children in our
society. It is a day to celebrate
their innocence, curiosity, and
energy. The day is also an
opportunity to reflect on the
rights and welfare of children
and to work towards creating
a better world for them.
Children's Day holds great
importance as it highlights the
need to protect the rights and
dignity of children. It
emphasizes the role of
education in shaping a child's
personality and future. The

day also reminds parents,
teachers, and society to
provide emotional and moral
support to children, allowing
them to explore their potential
and achieve their dreams.

Pandit Nehru always
emphasized the importance
of providing proper
education and a nurturing
environment to every child so
they can grow into
responsible and capable
cit izens. On this day,

students are reminded that
they are the pillar of the
nation's progress and should
work hard to achieve their
dreams.  It is a day to
recognize their importance in
our society and to work
towards creating a better
world for them. Let us
celebrate the innocence,
energy, and endless curiosity
that make childhood so
beautiful. Let us promise to
stay kind, honest, and

hardworking. Remember, we
may be young today, but we
are the leaders, innovators,
and change makers of
tomorrow. Let us pay tribute
to Chacha Nehru's vision and
renew our commitment to
building a world where every
child can live with joy, dignity,
and hope for a brighter
future. (B-15 Jyoti-Kalash
Society, Jodhpur Tekra,
Satellite, Ahmedabad -
380 015)

Twin evils

Before pursuing South Asia, Pakistan must fix itself:
Regional cooperation is impossible without India

Pakistan’s Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar recently
floated the idea of a new
regional body to replace the
long-dormant South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (Saarc), a
suggestion made against the
backdrop of steadily escalating
India-Pakistan tensions.

At first glance, the
proposal may appear to be a
routine diplomatic thought
exercise; however, before one
begins to speculate on the
feasibility of any framework for
South Asian cooperation that
either sidelines or excludes
India altogether, it is essential
to carefully unpack the
statement itself, the political
moment in which it was made,
and the contradictions it
reveals. Much like Pakistan’s
earlier rhetorical interventions
on regional and global
platforms, Dar’s remarks raise
fundamental questions not
about institutional design, but
about intent, credibility, and
Islamabad’s long-standing
discomfort with a regional
order it can neither dominate
nor destabilise at will.

Dar argued that South Asia
could no longer afford to
remain trapped in what he
described as “zero-sum
mindsets, political
fragmentation and
dysfunctional regional
architecture”, while pitching
Pakistan’s vision of “open and
inclusive regionalism”. The
irony of this claim is difficult
to miss. A state that routinely
invokes Kashmir as a
convenient scapegoat for its
own economic collapse and
governance failures is in no
position to sermonise others
on zero-sum thinking.

More importantly,
Pakistan’s moral authority to
lecture the region on political
fragmentation is virtually non-
existent. Since its inception, no
Pakistani prime minister has
completed a full term in office,
with leaders either
imprisoned, exiled, or
executed, a grim tradition that
now extends to the prolonged
solitary confinement of Imran
Khan. As for dysfunctional
architecture, Islamabad’s own
record is instructive. Having

borrowed tens of billions of
dollars from China under the
banner of the China–Pakistan
Economic Corridor, Pakistan
failed to deliver promised
outcomes and now oscillates
between Beijing and
Washington in a desperate
search for economic lifelines.
For such a state to position
itself as a champion of
regional coherence is not
merely ironic; it is a textbook
case of diplomatic delusion.

Dar’s invocation of “open
and inclusive regionalism” is
even more hollow when
measured against Pakistan’s

own conduct within its borders
and beyond. If Islamabad is
sincere about inclusivity, it
should begin by addressing
the fate of countless Baloch
activists and fighters who have
either been killed in security
operations or have simply
vanished, leaving families
waiting indefinitely for
answers. An open and
inclusive regionalism would
mean granting Balochistan its
fair share of state revenues,
control over its resources,
and the political rights
routinely denied to it. It would
also require ending the

repression of the people of
Kashmir in the territory
Pakistan continues to illegally
occupy, where dissent is
criminalised and democratic
expression tightly controlled.

Most crucially, any credible
commitment to inclusive
regionalism would demand the
abandonment of Pakistan’s
long-standing practice of
orchestrating terror attacks
against India at regular
intervals. Until these realities
change, Islamabad’s rhetoric
remains just that: lofty words
divorced entirely from ground
truth. Dar further claimed that

Pakistan enjoys support for
emerging multilateral platforms
outside Saarc and spoke of a
South Asia where cooperation
replaces divisions, economies
grow in synergy, disputes are
resolved peacefully in
accordance with international
legitimacy, and peace is
maintained with dignity and
honour. While the sentiment, in
isolation, is unexceptionable, it
loses all credibility when
articulated by Pakistan. It is
difficult to take seriously
invocations of “peaceful dispute
resolution” and “international
legitimacy” from a state that has
consistently been the primary
source of division, friction, and
instability in South Asia.

The horrific shootings at Sydney’s Bondi beach, in which
15 people were killed by a father-son duo on Sunday, have,
once again, underscored the fact that no place in the world is
now safe from the outcomes of toxic rhetoric, brutal wars,
religious extremism and widespread access to guns. The
attackers targeted an event marking the Jewish holiday of
Hanukkah. Some details of the gunmen ­— one of them died
in the crossfire with law enforcement officials — have emerged
but their motives are not clear. But what cannot be doubted is
the anti-Semitic nature of the attack. The Bondi beach massacre
is the latest in a surge of attacks on Jews and Jewish institutions
and symbols in recent years. This rise in anti-Semitism deserves
unequivocal condemnation and must be fought. Unfortunately,
some leaders, including the Israeli prime minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, have been quick to link the Sydney attack to
Australia’s support for a Palestinian state — without any
evidence to back that claim. Such false connections, drawn
by public figures of influence, are precisely what fan the
vicious cycle of Islamophobia and anti-Semitism — evils
that feed off each other. In reality, Australia has had tough
gun laws for almost three decades and mass shootings
are rare. After the Sydney attacks, the Australian
government has promised to further toughen these laws
further. Incidents of Islamophobia and anti-Semitism have
increased globally in recent years. Unfortunately, far too
often, those in positions of influence have looked at these
threats in isolation, not as related phenomena. Anti-Semitic
sentiments, wherever they exist, must be confronted. But
what it begets — Islamophobia — seems to be far more
contagious. The vile, anti-Muslim rhetoric that has emerged
from influential sections of the far-Right, especially in the
United States of America and Europe, after the Sydney
attacks underscores just how Islamophobes and anti-
Semites play into each other’s hands. One crime is used to
justify another, whether in Israel or Palestine, Australia or
America. Unless those in positions of power and influence
tackle all hate with the same conviction, the world is headed
towards even darker days.
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