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Ultra-richsplurged~7,186cr
on51 luxuryhomes in2025
BS RepoRteR
Mumbai, 2 January

India’s ultra-wealthy spent over ~7,186
crore buying just 51 luxury homes in
2025, highlighting the growing size and
strength of the country’s ultra-luxury
housingmarket.
Accordingtoananalysisbyrealestate

dataanalyticsfirmZapkey,Mumbaicon-
tinued to dominate the ultra-luxury
housingmarket, accounting for 35 of the
51 deals,with a total transaction value of
around~5,128.12 crore.
Meanwhile, Delhi NCR held its

ground with 12 high-value transactions
primarily in the Lutyens zone. While
Mumbai bought vertical palaces, Delhi
spent over ~1,594.11 crore, mostly on
independentbungalowsinareas likeAPJ
AbdulKalamRoadandGolfLinks.Guru-
gram and Bengaluru accounted for one
and three deals, respectively.
WithinMumbai,Worli emergedas the

clearstandout,accountingfor21ofthetop
51 deals. Theneighbourhoodhas steadily
cemented its position as the
preferred address for India’s billionaire
class. Of the top 51 transactions, nine
crossed the ~200 crore mark in 2025. As
manyas30residentialdealsexceeded~100
crore,reflectingsustainedappetiteamong
high-net-worthindividualsforlarge,high-
qualityhomesinprimelocations.
Among individual projects, Oberoi

360 West in Worli recorded the highest
number of ultra-luxury transactions,
witheightdeals featuring inZapkey’s top
list, the most for any single residential
development in 2025.
In 2023, premium houses worth

~7,178.78 crore were bought across 79
transactions, according to Zapkey.
Meanwhile, in 2024, luxury houses

worth ~4,056.76 crore were sold across
31 deals.
Ultra-luxury housing is booming in

India amid a rise in wealth, shifting
buyer preferences for enhanced life-
styles, particularly post Covid-19, and
investorconfidence.Developers, too,are

responding accordingly by creating dif-
ferentiated offerings with enhanced
amenities. Cities like Mumbai (specifi-
callypockets likeWorli, Juhu, andMala-
bar Hill) and Delhi-NCR (including
Gurugram) are dominating the demand
for these exclusive residences.

Neha Bhatt

Thebestbooklistsof2025arenowwell
andtrulyeverywhere,aneye-watering
arrayofcolourful literarycandy,
likeaforest infullbloom,
makingyouwishyouhadman-
agedtoreadjustafewmorethis
year.AcclaimedauthorAnur-
adhaRoy’sfirstworkofnon-fic-
tionwouldbeaworthyaddition
toanyone’sholidayreading.
Twenty-fiveyearsago,Roy

andherhusband,bothofwhom
workinpublishing, leftDelhi to
buildaquiet life inthehillsof
Ranikhet,havingstumbleduponacrum-
blingcottageontheestateof theirpub-
lisher friendRaviDayal.Theybravelyset
out tobring itbackto life,despiteall
mannerofcreatures,missingcarpenters,
andtheslowpaceof thehills.
CalledbytheHills isafinecollectionof

personalessaysthatcarriesamistyHima-
layanlightness,offeringanescapefrom
theyear’sheaviness.Foranyonewhohas
evenfleetinglyconsideredahomeinthe
mountains,here’sanintimateportrait,
featuringthepeaksandtroughsofa life
livedthere. Inturns,wry,gentle,and
moving,Roystringstogetherthesefrag-
ments inevocativeprose,asthecouple
learnstonegotiateatrickyandenchant-
ingterrainaspermanentresidents.
Thisisahandsomelyproducedhard-

back,withtheauthor’sownartworkpunc-
tuatingchapters.Acollectionofbeautiful
colourpostcardsandbookmarksfeaturing
herwatercolourpaintingscometucked
intoanenvelopeattachedtothebackcover.
Aportraitofthemodest,red-roofedwhite
cottageonaslopinghillonthecoveris
wheretheheartofthebookresides,and
whatfollowsareglimpsesofluminous
snowpeaksstretchingacrossthesky,
mountaindogsstrikingapose,birds
aflutter,andflowersofeverykindinbloom.

Thoughnotatrainedartist,Roy’sartworkis
animmediatedraw,asitinvitesyoutovis-
ualiseaplaceintimelongbeforeyoutakein
thewords.

Itwasduringthepandemic
thatRoy’sfictionpublisher,
ChristopherMacLehose, sug-
gestedshewriteabookonthe
Himalayas, “specifically its
flowerssothat imprisoned
readerscouldwander in
imaginedgardensfaraway,”
shewrites. Itcertainlysucceeds
indoingthat,
andmore.
Although

theauthordoesnot
considerherselfabot-
anicalexpert, shehasa
keeneye,asharpear,
andadeepcuriosity for
theflorasurrounding
her inthehills.The
book, though, isa far
moreexpansive literary
excursionthaninitially
intended,asRoyfound
shecould“notseparate
thegardenfromall that
wentonaroundit”.
Andsowegetlived-in

talesaboutnotjustbot-
anicalexperiments,but
thevibrantfauna—
freelyroamingleopards,
unwelcomeleeches,all
varietyofbirdcalls,
friendlydogs—aswellas
theexperienceofcitypeoplefindingtheir
feetinthenaturalworld,andthechilling
effectsofglobalwarmingontheecology.
Roy’slenshighlightsmicromoments,

withdaysmovinginslowmotion.Shealso
writesaboutgrowingupasthechildofa
geologist,spendinglongstretchesintents,
anexperiencethatinstilledinheralife-
longresolvenevertosleepinoneagain.

Eachchapterworksasapieceof
studiedreflection,adeftpatchworkof
memoriesandlearnings. In“Accidental
Lodging”,Roytakesusbehindthescenes
of thereconstructionofherhome,ata
timewhenthe internetwas“stuffof fan-
tasy”andmobilephoneshadnotmade
theirwayupthemountains. Intheamus-
ing“TheAncient”, sheventures into
characterstudy,specificallyofAma,who
camewiththehouse,aknowing, some-
timesunnervingpresence,hoveringover
Royassheworkedonhergarden.Many
chapters feature thesurroundingcom-
munity intowhichtheauthorgradually
findsherselfembedded—overflowers,

jams,books,andcon-
versations—fromlocal
shopowners,quirky
neighbours, towell-
regardedscholarly folk.
Dogs, thewriting life,
booksonmountains
are threadsthat run
throughthebook.
Living innature,Royis
alsoconfrontedwith
questionsofexistence
andecosystems,with
seasons increasingly
muddled, snowpeaks
balding,human-wild
conflicts rising.She
considerswhat it
meanstobeapresence
therebutnot interfere
withnatural systems,
suchas the implica-
tionsofhangingart-
fully-made,
lovingly-filledbird

feeders, somethingnaturalistscaution
heragainst.Thedilemmaunsettlesher,
butsheunderstands,evenasshewatches
thebirdsdisappearafter thewinterparty
—shorteningeachyear—comestoan
end.Herroleaswitness—andstoryteller
—standsstrong.
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
Thereviewer isanindependent journalist

The livingmountains

Called by the Hills: A Home in the
Himalaya
Written by Anuradha Roy
Published by Hachette India
166 pages, ~999
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TECHDIGEST - mybs.in/tech
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Samsungunveils
Freestyle+projector
SamsunghasunveiledtheFreestyle+
portableprojector.Theupgradedmodel
offers improvedbrightnessalongwith
AI-poweredfeaturessuchasautomatic
imageadjustmentbasedonsurround-
ingsandoutputoptimisationaccording
towallcolour. ItalsorunsonSamsung’s
smartTVplatform.

KingstonDual Portable
SSD launched
Kingstonhas launchedits
DualPortableSSDwith
bothUSB-AandUSB-C
connectors foreasyfile
transfersacrossdevices. Itoffers
upto2TBstorage, 1,050MB/sread
speeds,andsupport forWindows11,macOS,
Linux,ChromeOS,AndroidandiOS.

Mumbai continues dominance
in residential realty deals
Cities No. of deals Value (~ cr)
Mumbai 35 5,128
Delhi 12 1,594
Bengaluru 3 350
Gurugram 1 114
Total 51 7,186

Topmicromarkets No. of deals Value (~ cr)
Worli 21 3,511.42
Juhu 4 319.56
Malabar Hill 3 337.66

Top projects Developer No. of deals Value (~ cr)
Oberoi 360West Oberoi Realty 8 1,234.05
Lodha Avalon Lodha Developers 4 432.98

Note: All micrmarkets from Mumbai

Price range No. of deals Value (~ cr)
~ 200 crore and above 9 2,820.96
~ 100 crore and above 30 2,773.75

Source: Zapkey
deals worth
~ 7,178.78 cr

2023

79 deals worth
~ 4,056.76 cr

2024

31
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