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Editorial

Original sin
When four daring souls slid up a ladder into the Louvre

Museum’s gilded Galerie d’Apollon in late-October and sped away
on motor scooters with approximately $100 million worth of
historic jewellery, they touched many chords. Many were thrilled
by the vibes of a glitzy, sensationalised, blockbuster heist movie,
some of which — like The Thomas Crown Affair where Pierce
Brosnan plays a suave billionaire orchestrating a raid on the Met,
no less, in New York — have popularised the idea that there is
something classy about art crime. The French took it as an affront
on their much-vaunted national culture and identity, and much
soul-searching followed on the perceived loopholes in the security
system in the world’s most-visited museum. Several arrests have
been made and the search for the elusive jewels retains its
intensity. However, by reviving the old question of the ethical
tenability of the colonial plunder hiding in the underbelly of many
‘great’ museums of the modern West, the Louvre incident has
transcended the boundaries of crime reporting and entered the
fraught terrain of politics, ethics, and history. I was amused by the
discussion in France quickly zeroing in on a distinction between ‘art
theft’ — projected as a crime against culture and collective heritage
— and ‘commodity theft’. For this differentiation undergirds the
foundational idea of museums like the Louvre or the British Museum
— that art embodies universal human achievement, transcending
national or ethnic boundaries. Ironically, though, many of the
‘universal’ museums of Europe are stocked with objects extracted
from colonised lands through outright loot. The heist thus,
expectedly, rekindles a debate about the longer history of how
many of the Louvre’s — and indeed Europe’s — most prized
artefacts arrived there in the first place, gearing the conversation
toward imperialism, colonial plunder, and the unfinished business
of restitution. When four daring souls slid up a ladder into the
Louvre Museum’s gilded Galerie d’Apollon in late-October and sped
away on motor scooters with approximately $100 million worth of
historic jewellery, they touched many chords. Many were thrilled
by the vibes of a glitzy, sensationalised, blockbuster heist movie,
some of which — like The Thomas Crown Affair where Pierce
Brosnan plays a suave billionaire orchestrating a raid on the Met,
no less, in New York — have popularised the idea that there is
something classy about art crime. The French took it as an affront
on their much-vaunted national culture and identity, and much soul-
searching followed on the perceived loopholes in the security system
in the world’s most-visited museum.

How ex-ISI chief Faiz Hameed’s fall
could unravel Pakistani military elite

It might be the beginning
of the end, perhaps for Imran
Khan, but certainly for a
former ISI chief. It might even
be the end of the army chief,
Asim Munir, but that depends
on how he handles it. The
problem centres on the arrest
of Lt Gen Faiz Hameed, an ISI
chief from another era, when
he was the master of the
game and swaggered about
Kabul. This is not a new
problem. But this time it is
serious and could deteriorate
rapidly.

The Sentence
The issue is this: Lt Gen

Ahmed Chaudhry, the head of
Inter-Services Public
Relations, announced that a
military court had sentenced
the former ISI chief to 14 years
of rigorous imprisonment on
four charges related to
“engaging in political
activities, violation of the
Official Secrets Act
detrimental to the safety and
interests of the state, misuse
of authority and government
resources, and causing
wrongful loss to persons”. But
there is worse to come.

Law Minister Ataullah
Tarar said that a further case
relating to the unprecedented
May 9 riots — when hundreds
of protestors stormed Pakistan
Army and ISI installations
following the arrest of Imran
Khan — was still in the offing.
The DG ISPR went even
further, stating that what lay
ahead were “events related to
… but not limited to May 9,
2023, for fomenting instability
at the behest of, and in
collusion with, vested political
interests”. In other words, Faiz
has no ‘get out of jail free’ card
anytime in the foreseeable

future — unless, of course, he
turns approver against his
erstwhile boss, Imran Khan.

Faiz Is Far from a Saint
Faiz is no martyr to the

cause. In fact, he comes
across as a hardened
practitioner of making hay
while the sun shines. While in
service, he was instrumental
in ‘mediating’ with the Barelvi
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan
during the prime ministership
of Nawaz Sharif, in a role that
was entirely unconstitutional,
and he was even criticised by
the Supreme Court for it.

That protest, over an inane
aspect of the swearing-in
language, ended in an
agreement signed by then
Major General Faiz Hameed as
‘guarantor ’. The TLP
subsequently went from
strength to strength,
eventually eating into Sharif’s
base in Punjab and
contributing to the end of his
government in the heavily
engineered May 2018
elections.

All of this was, however,
par for the course for the ISI,
as was the coalition of
(un)like-minded parties
cobbled together to bring
Khan to power. But what
followed was worse. In 2018,
a senior Islamabad High Court
judge accused Hameed of
influencing the case against
Nawaz Sharif in the Panama
Papers affair. This followed
one of the worst smear
campaigns ever mounted
against a sitting prime
minister, with a series of
“official” reports published and
endlessly discussed on
television.

In the end, the campaign
proved no wrongdoing by

Sharif. He was, however,
eventually imprisoned on a
technicality: failing to declare
an income of just 100,000
dirhams from his son’s
company on his nomination
papers. All this occurred
during the tenure of Faiz’s
principal patron, General
Qamar Bajwa, himself
accused of amassing a fortune
— with his wife alone
accumulating some 2.2 billion
Pakistani rupees in six years,
not to mention another half a
million in her account.

Clearly, Faiz was acting on
orders. It is therefore hardly
surprising that another case
against him relates to ISI
operatives extorting money
and valuables from a
businessman, in what has
come to be known as the Top
City case. That, too, is par for
the course. Other army
officers — including a former
DG ISI, Javed Ashraf Qazi —
have escaped almost identical
charges, including land
grabbing. The breaking point
for Faiz, therefore, l ies
elsewhere.

That Big, Big Mistake
In 2018, Imran Khan made

the error of removing his ISI
chief, Asim Munir, for no
apparent reason, just eight

months into the job. That shift
was apparently engineered by
General Hameed himself,
together with Bajwa. This was
not unprecedented. Another
ISI chief, Nadeem Taj, was
removed allegedly under US
pressure for supporting the
Taliban after just a year in the
post. ISI chiefs are usually
loyalists of the army chief, and
such manoeuvres are not rare.
But this slight — the
humiliation of an austere
military officer — was to prove
costly to both men.

Subsequently, Lt Gen Faiz
rose to even greater heights,
including overseeing the
Taliban’s installation in Kabul
— classic Pakistani intelligence
play. The mistake lay in
flaunting his power to the
world with that (in)famous
‘cup of tea’ in Kabul.
Intelligence chiefs do not get
themselves photographed,
particularly in foreign capitals
that have just been
‘conquered’.

Possible Death Sentence
Imran Khan, ousted from

power in 2022, returned to the
streets in a recalibration of his
earlier success. This time,
however, being Imran, he
went too far. During protests,
he was seen waving a
ciphered cable — allegedly
stating that Donald Lu,
Assistant Secretary of State
for South and Central Asian
Affairs, had met the Pakistani
ambassador in Washington on
March 7, 2022, and demanded
Khan’s removal — following
Khan’s i l l-timed visit to
Moscow on the very day
Russia invaded Ukraine.

Diplomatic cables are
indeed marked ‘secret’, but
are rarely ‘top secret ’.

Nonetheless, making public
what was at the very least a
confidential document was
another nail in his coffin. This
formed part of the charges
against him and led to his
jailing in 2024.

The final nail? The May 9
protests, which resulted in
unprecedented attacks on
military installations, including
the Lahore corps
commander’s house, and
reportedly involved military
families and their children.
Faiz’s role remains uncertain,
and Defence Minister Khwaja
Asif’s statement was
exceptionally vague. He was
quoted as saying that Hameed
might have provided logistics
to the perpetrators and that it
was possible he served as a
strategic adviser. This last
allegation is the gravest of all
— and on this charge alone
he could face the death
sentence.

The Crux Here lies the crux
of the issue. There is little
doubt that Faiz Hameed
possesses critical knowledge
of the extent of Imran Khan’s
involvement, as well as that
of his party colleagues,
possibly including his wife. If
he chooses to confess fully —
or even fabricate testimony
against Khan — the latter is
finished. Imran Khan
committed the ultimate ‘sin’:
dragging the army’s image to
its lowest point in its long
history of governance. A
‘confession’ may yet save the
former ISI chief’s neck.

True, a number of serving
— not merely retired —
officers have received lenient
treatment for dangerous
misdemeanours, including
instigating mutiny. Brig Ali

Khan in 2011 served five years
and was released. Lt Gen
(retd) Javed Iqbal was
convicted of espionage on 30
May 2019; his sentence was
reduced by Gen Bajwa and
later set aside entirely by Gen
Asim Munir.

The problem is that Asim
Munir — an austere and
decidedly second-rank general
— is unlikely to forgive the
humiliation inflicted by the
polished and undeniably
corrupt Faiz. Munir ’s
vindictiveness is evident in his
treatment of Imran Khan, now
in solitary confinement and
reportedly facing transfer to a
jail far from his family.

Added to this is the fact
that Munir has been ‘blessed’
by President Trump himself
as the ‘f inest’ among
generals, and appears to
have been given a free hand
in return for unknown
favours. That these
concessions are questionable
is suggested by his securing
complete immunity from legal
action under the 27th
Amendment. This is a man
who thinks carefully and
believes himself at the
pinnacle of power, with his
enemies writhing beneath
him. No, Faiz has little chance
of clemency if he turns traitor
— but neither is Munir likely
to escape eventual
retribution. Those who live by
the sword tend to die by it.
With segments of the army
facing stalled promotions
while fighting terrorists daily,
Munir’s future may itself be
precarious. A tenured general
may retain the sympathy of
his troops; a dictator is far
more likely to be shown the
door.

How Trump’s recalibration of US-China ties will affect India
Last week the United

States released its new
National Security Strategy
(NSS). A document that lists
the various national security
concerns and is typically
released once per presidential
term, aiming to serve as a
formal communication of the
government’s foreign policy
agenda. The Biden
administration had its own
NSS document, which focused
on multilateral frameworks
based on its worldview
centred around a values-
focused foreign policy.
Whereas the Trump NSS
vision is completely divergent,
outlining new threat priorities,
acquiring strategic assets,
limiting military engagements
and expanding commercial
interests, including securing
critical supply chains.

The recalibration is not just
indicative of Trump’s economic
agenda but also of how the US
sees itself, as well as its rivals
such as China, leading to
implications for India in the
long term. Recalibrating the
China Ties - The NSS is
unsurprisingly  reflective of
President Trump’s personality.
It is inward-looking and
geopolitically transactional,
where it lays the national
economic strategy as primary
and being the “leader of the
free world” as secondary. The
Biden NSS of 2022 divided the
world into autocracies vs
democracies. Ideology was
core to the NSS, with insecure
supply chains and military
competition vis-à-vis China
and the dangers of Russia at
the heart of it. However, the
new strategy does not hinge
on ideology, and instead the
strategy gives weight to
encouraging domestic
production, military superiority
and technological dominance.

It marks an important turn,
especially in the US view on
China and Russia. For
decades, the US had cast
Beijing as the single most
important threat economically
and militarily. China’s regime
and expansionist agenda are
at the core of this view.
However, the new document
reframes the relationship in
terms of only economic
competition and scales back
on its previous rhetoric as an

imminent military threat. The
great-power confrontation
narrative has been replaced by
one that seeks to leverage in
an economically competitive
and interdependent world.

The NSS also showcases
an inward-looking agenda for
the Trump administration,
putting the pressure on
domestic renewal, American
job protection and restoration
of industrial strength. The
strategy calls for “rebalancing
America’s economic
relationship” without any
external containment focus.
Though the NSS stil l
acknowledges the tensions in
the Indo-Pacific, it speaks
largely of rebalance rather
than confrontation.

Implications for India
For India, economically, the

US attempt to diversify supply
chains away from China could
be beneficial, especially in
areas such as AI,
semiconductors and clean
energy. But militarily, the
tightening of the US posture
in the Indo-Pacific might push
India and other allies to
redefine their own strategy, as
the US does not see
confrontation as inevitable. To
navigate the new transactional
and mutually beneficial US-
China relationship, India will
have to become agile in its
dealings, albeit with its own
national interest at the centre
of its foreign policy.

The updated NSS sharpens
Washington’s expectations of
its partners. The document
leans heavily on the idea of
shared responsibility, making
it clear that allies and strategic
friends must shoulder a larger
role in securing their regions,
protecting maritime routes,
safeguarding sensitive
technologies, and investing in
collaborative defence
ecosystems.

India therefore becomes a
centre point in the Indo-Pacific
as the US strategically
calculates its relationship.
Therefore, the new NSS has
framed its partnerships,
including with India, as
mutually beneficial
arrangements grounded in
concrete contributions and
shared interests, not as
components of a values-driven
coalition. Another surprising
feature of the US NSS is the

limited attention it gives to
Russia. Unlike the Biden NSS
in 2022, where Russia was

labelled as an “acute threat”.
Trump’s NSS seems to have
downgraded the threat.

Another ideological
recalibration. For years the US
framed Russia as a revisionist
power and a challenge to
Europe’s security. But in the
new NSS, Russia is neither
described as a major threat,
nor does it even attempt to
offer a long-term vision for a
transatlantic relationship.

Maybe the document is
attempting to ignore Russia.
The reasons for this could be
many, including the US belief
that Russia’s war with Ukraine
has drained it economically
and it stands isolated in the
international community. The
new NSS implies that Russia
is structurally too weakened to
shape the global order or
threaten American primacy.

As for Europe, the US also
indicated that the EU must be
responsible for its own
security. In the light of the
recent visit of President Putin
to India, the US recalibration
of Russia makes one point
clear — New Delhi does not
need to worry about its
proximity to Moscow. India, by
inviting President Putin, made
its foreign policy clear by
putting its national interests
first and for the world to see,
with many analysts debating
the western reaction to India’s
strategic autonomy. But as the
US, through its NSS, has done
the same, it is less likely that
Washington can or should
point a finger at India or
pressurise it in any way.
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India has become the
deadliest country for taking
selfies, accounting for 42.1% of
global selfie-related casualties.
According to recent studies,
between March 2014 and May
2025, India recorded 271 selfie-
related incidents, resulting in 214
deaths and 57 injuries. The selfie
has become a huge part of
modern life. It has transformed
the simple self-portrait into
something more immediate and
has grown in cultural importance
- it's been linked to identity, self-
exploration and narcissism.
Millions of people across the
world everyday hold up their
cameras to snap selfies to share
with their friends. The number
of people who die each year
taking a selfie is on the rise.

Psychiatrists say there is a
rise in the number of selfies
cases. Doctors have also been
warning that taking too many
selfies could result in "Selfies ,"
which they describe as a mental
disorder. Recently, the American
Psychiatric Association actually
confirmed that taking selfies is
a mental disorder, going as far
as to term the condition "selfies
".  Selfies are of two types -
group and individual. The
individual selfie-addiction is a
matter of concern. Alarmed by
the trend, Mumbai has already
declared 16 no-selfie zones
across the city and the
authorities warn people against
taking unnecessary snaps. The
Mumbai police has also
declared selfies off-limits in
areas perceived as risky -
particularly along the coastline
in spots with no railings or barrier
risk. Clicking selfie is a magnified
way of seeing oneself in the
mirror. Today teenagers are
more concerned about how they
look and how others perceive
them. Generally, individual
selfie-clickers are seeking
identity and meaning in the
world. Despite clear signs
denoting the selfie-free zones in
most of the risky points in
metros, people still continue
clicking away, and often going
to the edges or standing on
ledges to get the most thrilling

shots. One must remember that
live your own life - don't live
before the eyes of others.

The most likely cause of
death was falling from a great
height, with people going to
extreme lengths to take a selfie
on cliffs or the top of buildings
to impress followers on social
media. In India, there are more
selfie deaths related to trains.
Height-related selfie deaths
were the most common, closely
followed by both water-related
and a combination height/water-
related incidents. The lesson to
be learned here is quite
obviously to avoid taking selfies
on the edge of sea cliffs if you
want to stay alive.

Taking selfies is a modern
social phenomenon. Taking
selfies can get out of control, but
there are some strategies
people can follow to avoid being
harmed or becoming extremely
obsessed with the habit. For
those who are taking too many
selfies, they might start to think
of taking less daily. Also, they
ought to consider sharing them
with close friends only and not
with everyone else. Some
people worry that selfies are
helping to create a superficial
generation who value their looks
above anything else.

While it is usually a lot of fun,
it can feed a young person's
obsession with their self-image.
Selfies may also lead us to
reveal more about ourselves
than we intended. People often
take selfies to show off certain
activities or places, but rarely
consider how much personal
information they are sharing,
and who they are sharing it with.
Some mental health
professionals believe that taking
selfies can become an
obsession, especially for people
who suffer from body image
disorders. Sometimes people try
to tweak their looks by
downloading mobile applications
for getting the perfect selfie
result.

People suffering from selfie-
mania could also consider taking
pictures of their work
achievements rather than just
focusing on their physical
appearance.Taking selfies is a
lot of fun. However, it is important
to not obsess over appearances.
This can lead to overlooking other
things that really matter. By
taking selfies, some people are
only looking for the attention and
the approval of others. It's really
important to remind young
people that comparing
themselves to others on social
media is unhelpful, as they're
comparing themselves to
something impossible and
unattainable - nobody looks
fantastic all the time and
everyone has bad days.(B-15
Jyoti-Kalash Society,
Jodhpur Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)
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