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Infinity Group expands into luxury
watch and fine jewellery retail
Ahmedabad, Infinity

Group, one of India's most
respected names in luxury
automotive retail, is expanding
its portfolio with the launch of
Infinity Timeless, marking its
foray into the world of luxury
watch and jewellery retail.
This marks the addition of
Infinity Timeless as one of the
authorised retailers for Rolex
in India. The new store in
Ahmedabad reinforce the
Group's commitment to
bringing global luxury closer to
Indian buyers. In Ahmedabad,
Infinity Timeless showcases
Rolex alongside Damiani
jewellery. The store is located
within the premises of ITC
Narmada - the city's iconic
Hotel property welcoming
guests with Regal splendour.
The exclusive atmosphere,
curated selection and
personalised customer service
set a new benchmark. The
response from patrons has
already been encouraging,
with strong pre-bookings and
enquiries reflecting the

growing enthusiasm for luxury
watches in the market. Infinity
Group has long-standing
relationships with India's luxury
clientele through its automotive
business, representing
marques such as Bentley, BMW,
Ducati, Lamborghini, McLaren,
MINI and Porsche. Its move into
luxury watch and jewellery
retai l marks a natural
evolution, extending its
expertise in high-value retail
and bespoke customer
service to another domain of
luxury.  (20-4)

Insurance Awareness Committee
Applauds Bima Gram API

Ahmedabad, The
Insurance Awareness
Committee (IAC-Life) is
banking on Bima Gram API to
change the face of rural
insurance penetration.
Launched recently by the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI), Bima Gram API
is a pioneering digital initiative
designed to streamline and
authenticate insurance
coverage data in rural India.
Developed by the National
Informatics Centre (NIC) in
collaboration with the Ministry
of Panchayati Raj (MoPR),
Department of Posts
represented by the Centre of
Excellence in Postal
Technology (CEPT), and the
Insurance Information Bureau
of India (IIBI), the intervention
comprises of a database and

an API (Application
Programming Interface). The
Bima Gram API maps postal
PIN codes to Local Government
Directory (LGD) codes,
creating a unified, verifiable
database for rural
identification. Through the Bima
Gram API, insurers can now
simply enter a customer's
postal PIN code to retrieve the
corresponding Gram Panchayat
(GP) name, ensuring instant
digital verification of the policy's
rural location. To accelerate
insurance penetration in India's
rural geographies, the IRDAI
has issued Rural and Social
(RuSo) mandates to India's
insurers. Under the same,
insurers have to cover a
minimum percentage of lives,
dwellings, shops, and vehicles
in identified GPs and the social
sector. (20-4)

Last Call for Registration: XAT 2026 -
Apply by 5th December 2025

Ahmedabad, The Xavier
Aptitude Test (XAT) 2026, one
of India's most trusted
management entrance
exams, is approaching its
registration deadline on
December 5, 2025.
Candidates aspiring to pursue
MBA/ PGDM programmes at
over 250 reputed institutes
across India are encouraged
to complete their applications
before the closing date.
Registration for XAT 2026
opened on 10 July 2025, and
thousands of candidates are
already in the race for

admission. With the
countdown on, it's essential to
complete the online form,
upload required documents,
finalise test-city preferences
and pay the fee well ahead of
the deadline.  Missing the
deadline means losing
eligibility to appear in the XAT
exam, scheduled for 4 January
2026 (2:00 PM to 5:00 PM).

Eligibil ity criteria  -
Candidates applying for XAT
2026 must hold a bachelor's
degree of at least three years'
duration in any discipline from
a recognised university. Final-
year students can also apply.
While XAT does not specify a
minimum percentage
requirement, applicants
should note that individual
MBA/PGDM institutes may have
their own academic eligibility
criteria. (20-4)

Livlong Expands footprint in
Ahmedabad with New Branch opening

Ahmedabad, Livlong,
India’s leading insurance and
integrated health-tech
platform, has announced the
launch of its new branch in
Swastik Char Rasta
Navrangpura, Ahmedabad,
reinforcing its commitment to
accessible and hyperlocal
healthcare and insurance
solutions. With this expansion,
Livlong continues its mission to
create a strong offline presence
in key urban areas, bringing its
holistic healthcare, wellness
and insurance offerings closer
to customers and partners.
The Ahmedabad branch is
poised to serve as a pivotal hub
for driving growth in retail
health insurance, corporate
OPD programs and SME-
focused insurance solutions.
Strategically located in one of
Ahmedabad’s busiest
residential areas, the branch
aims to meet the evolving

healthcare protection needs of
individuals, corporates and
small businesses alike. Mohit
Bhardwaj, Head - Distribution
Sales, Livlong said, “Expanding
our presence in Ahmedabad
marks an important milestone
in Livlong’s growth journey. As
a key market, Ahmedabad will
enable us to strengthen our
customer relationships and
empower our partners through
a more localized, high-touch
approach.  (13-9)

'Spectacular Saudi'
debuts in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad, The heart of
Arabia is set to arrive in
Ahmedabad as Saudi's
national tourism brand, Saudi,
Welcome to Arabia, brings its
much-loved experiential
showcase, Spectacular Saudi,
to the city for the very first
time. Opening at Nexus
Ahmedabad One Mall from 21-
23 November, the three-day
celebration promises to
transport visitors beyond the
city's rhythm and into a world
of mirrored landscapes,
desert melodies, and the
unmistakable aroma of Saudi
coffee. Making its debut in
Ahmedabad as part of its
multi-city showcase including
Delhi, Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
and Mumbai, Spectacular
Saudi 2025 brings together
the country's culture, cuisine,

and creativity in one
immersive experience - from
The Essence of Saudi, a
celebration of heritage and
design, to Brewtopia: A
Qahwa Experience, where the
air hums with the scent of
bakhour and freshly poured
coffee. The Epicurean-
Culinary Corner, meanwhile,
will introduce visitors to
Saudi's evolving food story -
a blend of tradition and
modern flair served with
characteristic generosity. For
travellers already tempted,
the event promises to make
the journey smoother than
ever. On-site Tasheer kiosks
will offer visitors easy access
to travel information and
assistance, helping turn
spontaneous travel dreams
into reality. (1-7)

Duolingo English Test
Unveils 360° Campaign

Ahmedabad, The Duolingo
English Test (DET), a global
pioneer in digital English
proficiency testing trusted by
over 3 million test-takers
worldwide, has launched a
new campaign celebrating the
determination of millions of
students across India,
including Gujarat, who are
chasing their global education
dreams. The integrated, 360-
degree campaign brings to life
the real stories of three
students, each capturing the
hopes, challenges and
resilience of lakhs from across
the country. Conceptualised
and produced by Kulfi
Collective, the campaign also
includes OOH activations and
influencer collaborations

across Gujarat, one of India's
most aspirational study-
abroad hubs. Gujarat, home
to some of India's most
globally ambitious students,
accounted for about 8% of all
Indian students studying
abroad in destinations like the
US, UK, Canada, and Australia
in 2024. This positions Gujarat
consistently among the top
three states sending students
overseas for higher education.
The Duolingo English Test has
emerged as a preferred choice
among these aspirants, offering
a trusted, affordable and
accessible testing experience
that reflects their pace and
potential.  Through the stories
of Purva from Nagpur, Shashank
from Bangalore, and Vraj from
Gujarat, the brand films
capture the heartfelt journeys
of students navigating the
many hurdles of preparing for
overseas education, from
finding an affordable and
reliable English test to
managing limited access in
smaller cities. (1-7)

Bandhan Mutual Fund Enables
UPI Investments up to 5 Lakh

Ahmedabad, Bandhan
Mutual Fund has enabled
higher-value UPI transactions
for mutual fund investments,
in line with NPCI's recent
enhancement of the UPI limit
from 1 lakh to 5 lakh per
transaction. With this
upgrade, investors can now
make larger investments with
the same ease and speed that
UPI offers. At Bandhan Mutual
Fund, the higher limit will now
cover over 90% of investor
transactions across its digital
platforms. Investors can invest

up to ?5 lakh via UPI directly
through the Bandhan Mutual
Fund website and app, subject
to their bank enabling the
enhanced limit. The feature
is already live across major
banks including HDFC Bank,
Punjab National Bank, Axis
Bank, Airtel Payments Bank,
Federal Bank, Yes Bank, IDFC
Bank, AU Small Finance
Bank, Jio Payments Bank, and
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank,
ensuring a seamless and
eff ic ient invest ing
experience. (19-10)

Kinetic Green and Exponent Energy
introduce 15-minute rapid charging solution

Ahmedabad, Kinetic Green
Energy and Power Solutions
Ltd., India's leading
manufacturer of electric three
wheelers (e3W) and electric
two wheelers (e2W), today
announced a strategic alliance
with Exponent Energy, pioneer
of rapid charging technology. In
a landmark breakthrough for
India's electric mobility space,
the companies are introducing
the nation's fastest charging
solution for the L5 & L3 e3W
category - the largest, fastest
growing and most widely used
segment in the country,
comprising e rickshaws and e-
cargo carts. This integration
promises to redefine
operational efficiency and
productivity for last mile mobility
operators across urban and
semi urban India. Under this
collaboration, Kinetic Green's
popular L3 models-including
Safar Smart, Safar Shakti, and
Super DX-now feature 15-
minute rapid charging
technology, enabling quick top-

ups during short breaks and
extending daily operating hours
by up to 30 percent. The L5N
Safar Jumbo loader, a high-
speed performance logistics
vehicle in the L5 category
known for exceptional payload
and range, offers faster
turnaround times through 15-
minute charging-directly
translating into more trips,
higher earnings, and improved
returns for both individual
owner-operators and fleet
operators. Similarly, the
upcoming L5M passenger
variant, capable of speeds up
to 50 km/h and designed for
longer intercity routes, will also
adopt this advanced charging
technology to maximize daily
utilization. Exponent Energy's
proprietary full-stack platform-
comprising cutting-edge battery
technology, smart charging
network, and intelligent
software-empowers Kinetic
Green vehicles with 15-minute
rapid charging and industry
leading 3000-cycle (20-4)

Railway slashes freight
charges for bulk cement

New Delhi, Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Tuesday announced a
reduction in the freight
charges for the transportation
of bulk cement in tank
containers, as part of the new
reforms to bring down the
cost of the building material
for affordable housing.

Unveiling the policy at Rail
Bhawan here, the minister
described it as “a game
changer to bring down the
cost of cement for the middle
and poor families as they build
their dream home.”

The new rate structure
has been simplified and
rationalised by introducing
charges based on the actual
tonnage, calculated as the
Gross Tonne Kilometre
(GTKM) of the train.

To enhance ease of doing
business, the previous
distance and weight slabs
have been removed. Under the
revised system, freight is
charged at a flat rate of Rs
0.90 per tonne per kilometre
for the actual distance
covered. The tank containers
will be an end-to-end
pollution-free logistics solution
for bulk cement transportation,
the minister explained.

The policy promotes the
use of tank containers to
support efficient multimodal,
end-to-end logistics for bulk
cement. The Tank Container
is a “Made in India” product.
It is designed with standard
dimensions of 20 ft × 8 ft ×
8.5 ft, offering a payload
capacity of 26 tonnes and a
gross weight of 31 tonnes.
Each container allows efficient
operations with a loading and
unloading time of just 25-30
minutes. Its design makes it
ideal for seamless multimodal
transportation—moving easily
from train to trailer and back
to train—enabling smooth
delivery from the point of
production to the point of
consumption, according to an
official statement.

The transportation of bulk
cement from manufacturing
plants to terminals near
consumption centres using
specialised wagons is both
cost-effective and
environmentally friendly. To

further support this shift
towards efficient logistics,
Indian Railways will facilitate
the development of bulk
cement terminals across the
country under the “Bulk
Cement Terminal” policy,
enabling smoother handling,
storage, and distribution of
cement. The bulk cement
terminals will be constructed,
operated, and maintained with
direct connectivity to the
railway network to ensure
seamless logistics. These
terminals will be equipped
with essential facilities such as
hoppers, silos, bagging plants,
and other related
infrastructure to support
efficient handling, storage,
and distribution of bulk cement

The policy offers several
key benefits, including a
substantial reduction in
cement transportation costs
and a significantly smaller
carbon footprint compared to
road transport, thereby
supporting environmental
sustainability and reducing
road congestion.
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