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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCT 26 /--/  Kerala General
Education Minister V
Sivankutty said on Sunday
that the National
Educational Policy (NEP)
clearly states that the
authority to bring out school
textbooks rests with the

NEP authorises states to bring out school
textbooks, says Kerala Education Minister

states and so there is no need
for any concern in this
regard. Amidst a raging row
over the state's recent
signing of the PM SHRI
scheme, the minister
continued to justify the
General Education
Department's move and said

many things in NEP have
already been implemented
by Kerala. "In the signed
MoU, it is clearly stated that
we can withdraw from the
agreement any moment. It
should be done after
deliberations by the two
parties and arriving at a
consensus. If we cannot
arrive at a consensus, we
have the freedom to
approach the court as well,"
he told reporters here.
Stating that Kerala would not
backtrack from the long-
drawn educational policy of
the Left Democratic Front
(LDF) at any cost, he said BJP
leader K Surendran's
statement that school
textbooks in the state would
teach about RSS leaders
would remain as his dream.

"The authority to bring
out school textbooks rests
with the states and so there
is no need for any concern in
this regard," he said.
Sivankutty also said that it
was a matter that affects 47
lakh students in the state and
the only priority of the
government was not to lose
the central funds for
students belonging to poor
and marginalised
communities. Meanwhile,
Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly, V D Satheesan,
said Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah in New
Delhi on October 10. "The PM
SHRI agreement was signed
on October 16. The CM must
explain what happened in
Delhi on October 10. What
kind of deal was made? Who
blackmailed the Chief
Minister?" he told reporters
in Kochi. (PTI)
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NEW DELHI, OCT 26 /--/
The Congress on Sunday
took a swipe at Prime
Minister NarendraModi
over US President Donald
Trump repeating his claim
that India is cutting back on
the purchase of Russian oil,
saying "no wonder" the
prime minister’s
"huglomacy" is not visible
today in Kuala Lumpur.

The opposition party's
jibe came after Trump, on
his way to Malaysia to
attend the ASEAN Summit,
told reporters that "India is
cutting back completely" on
the purchase of Russian oil.
Congress general secretary
in-charge communications,
Jairam Ramesh, said, “Last
night, aboard Air Force One
on the way to Kuala Lampur,
President Trump repeated –
for at least the sixth time –
the claim that India is
cutting down on the imports
of Russian oil. This time, he

No wonder Modi’s huglomacy not visible
in Kuala Lumpur: Cong takes dig after

Trump repeats ‘Russian oil’ claim
has said that India will zero
the imports of Russian oil."

"No wonder,
Mr.Modi'shuglomacy is not
visible today in Kuala
Lumpur,” Ramesh said,
taking a swipe at the prime
minister. Ramesh also
shared a video clip of
Trump's interaction with
reporters in which he
repeated his claim of India
cutting back Russian oil
imports. With the prime
minister not travelling to
Malaysia for the ASEAN
Summit that commenced
Sunday, and opting to
participate in it virtually,
the Congress on Thursday
claimed that the reason for
Modi not going there was
that he doesn't want to be
cornered by US President
Trump.Last week, Ramesh
said that posting messages
in praise of President
Trump on social media is
one thing, but to be seen

hobnobbing physically with
the man who has claimed
“53 times” that he stopped
Operation Sindoor and also
claimed “five times” that
India has promised to stop
buying oil from Russia is "far
too risky" for the prime
minister.

Malaysia invited
Trump as well as leaders of
several countries, which are
dialogue partners of the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), for
the summit. Trump has
reiterated his claim that
India has agreed to "stop"
buying oil from Russia and
would bring them down to
"almost nothing" by the end
of  the year. However, he said
it is a process and will take
some time. Trump also said
that he would try to
persuade China to do the
same.China and India are
the two biggest buyers of
Russian crude oil. (PTI)

PANAJI, OCT 26 /--/  Goa
Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant on Sunday
slammed the Opposition for
objecting to the 'Mhaje
Ghar' scheme that aims to
regularise old houses in the
state.

Addressing meetings to
distribute 'Mhaje Ghar'
forms in Sankhalim, Old
Goa, St Cruz and Taleigao,
he said the Congress, Aam
Aadmi Party, Revolutionary
Goans Party and Goa

Goa CM slams Oppn for objecting
to ‘Mhaje Ghar’ scheme

Forward Party opposed
various bills related to the
scheme.

"They did not allow me
to speak in the Assembly.
They tore the papers and
created ruckus in the
House. Citizens should
question leaders of these
parties why they are
against the regularisation
of  people's houses," Sawant

said."
All those who

completed 30 years in the
state will benefit from this
scheme.

Structures that have
completed 15 years as on
February 28, 2014 are
eligible for the scheme. The
stategovernment is giving
protection to the houses from
litigation," he added. (PTI)


