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AMARAVATI, OCT 26 /--/
The Andhra Pradesh
government has prepared
an action plan for relief and
essential supplies in pre-
cyclone preparedness for
Cyclone Montha. State Civil
Supplies Minister N
Manohar said the action
plan covers stock
positioning of Public
Distribution System (PDS)
commodities, fuel inventory
management, paddy
procurement steps, food
supply to relief shelters
and post-cyclone relief
distribution.

Cyclone Montha: Andhra govt prepares action plan for relief, essential supplies
"The Andhra Pradesh

government has prepared
an action taken report
detailing the pre-cyclone
preparedness measures for
Cyclone Montha, ensuring
readiness before landfall,"
Manohar said in an official
release late on Saturday.
The supply of food grains to
all fair price shops in
coastal areas shall be
completed by October 26
and sufficient stock is
already placed at Mandal
Level Stock Points, he said.

According to officials,
40 per cent stock movement

has been completed in
coastal districts, and Global
Positioning System (GPS)
exemption has been granted
for second-stage food grain
movement based on
requests from district
collectors. On fuel
preparedness, Manohar
instructed the state nodal
officer and oil marketing
companies to fully stock
petrol, diesel and Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG)
outlets in vulnerable
districts. District collectors
were directed to coordinate
with Oil Marketing

Companies (OMCs) to
ensure diesel availability
for power backup at
telecom towers, control
rooms, hospitals and
cyclone shelters during
disruptions.

On paddy procurement,
officials informed the
minister that procurement
is expected to start in full
scale in the first week of
November, but centres will
be opened wherever
farmers arrive with
harvested paddy to provide
immediate relief. Nearly
1,500 mills have been

tagged to Rythu Service
Kendras (RSKs) in coastal
districts, and millers have
been asked to provide
drying space and covers for
wet paddy, and not to
distress farmers over high
moisture levels owing to

adverse conditions. Further,
50,000 tarpaulins with
ropes, sandbags and plastic
sheets have been kept ready
at RSKs for crop protection
on a need basis.

District Collectors have
been authorised to draw

essential commodities from
MLSPs for food preparation
in cyclone shelters and
disaster camps, and
expenditure can be
adjusted under Treasury
Rule (TR)-27. For post-
cyclone relief distribution,

sufficient stock has been
placed at Mandal Level
Stock Points (MLSPs) for
supply as per the scale set
by the Disaster
Management Department
under the notified relief
norms. (PTI)

IDUKKI (KERALA), OCT 26 /--/ A
48-year-old man died and his wife was
severely injured after a mudslide,
near the National Highway widening
work, levelled at least eight houses at
Mannamkandam in Adimali here,
police said on Sunday. The incident
occurred on Saturday night. The
deceased has been identified as Biju
of Lakshamveedu Unnathi.
According to police, there were
around 22 houses in the housing
colony, and due to the risk of  a
mudslide, residents had been shifted
to relief  camps on Saturday. Adimali
Block Panchayat member
Krishnamoorthi told PTI that mud
was being removed from the hilly
area as part of the widening of NH-85.

"The residential colony was
located on the slope of the hill
beneath the highway. As there was a
possibility of a mudslide, panchayat
officials issued a notice and 22
families were shifted to Adimali on
Saturday evening," he said. However,
Biju and his wife Sandhya, returned
home later in the night to prepare
food.

"When they were inside their
house, mud from the hill collapsed
and fell over the houses around 10.30
pm. Biju and Sandhya were trapped
inside. Around eight houses were
flattened in the slide," he said.Local
residents alerted the police and Fire
and Rescue Services, who launched a
rescue operation.

"The couple was trapped under
the debris. After a five-hour-long
operation, they were pulled out.
However, Biju succumbed to his
injuries. Sandhya, who was initially
admitted to a hospital in Adimali, was

Man dies, wife injured as mudslide
flattens houses in Kerala’s Idukki

Rescue operation underway after multiple houses collapsed following a
mudslide, at Adimali in Idukki district, Kerala---PTI  Photo
later shifted to a hospital in Aluva,"
Krishnamoorthi said, and added that
Sandhya’s condition is stable now.
Residents alleged that unscientific
road widening was responsible for the
tragedy.

 "The mud is being removed as
part of the highway work without any
safety precautions. They are clearing
the hill slopes without considering
the risk of landslides," Sulfi, a
resident said. Anas, whose house was
completely destroyed, said residents
had noticed major cracks in the
hillside and had alerted
panchayatofficials. "The officials
inspected the spot on Saturday
morning and issued a notice asking us
to evacuate due to the risk of a

landslide. We were shifted to the
Adimali government school camp. But
the NH work continued," he said. He
added that living in the area was now
dangerous as more slides were
possible.

"We have nowhere else to go. We
don’t know how long we’ll have to stay
in the camp. The government should
take steps to rehabilitate us," he said.
A relative of the deceased person said
that Biju’s son died last year, and his
daughter is a nursing student in
Kottayam. Adimali police have
registered a case of unnatural death in
connection with Biju’s demise and
initiated an investigation. The body
will be handed over to relatives after
the post-mortem, police said. (PTI)

Centre committed to increasing
farmers’ income, says Union

Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
VELLORE (TAMIL NADU), OCT 26 /--/  The central
government is committed to increasing agriculture
production and enhancing farmers' income, Union
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has said. He said that four low-
production districts of Tamil Nadu viz.
Ramanathapuram, Sivaganga, Tuticorin, and
Virudhunagar have been included in the Pradhan
Mantri Dhan Dhaanya Krishi Yojana. Under this, 36
schemes of 11 central ministries were being
integrated to deliver comprehensive benefits to
farmers.

"We will work to increase production in these
districts and make farmers prosperous," he said at
the Chaupal programme at the KrishiVigyan Kendra
here on Saturday. He interacted with farmers and
officials of the KrishiVigyan Kendra and explained
about the Pradhan Mantri Dhan Dhanya Yojana and
the Pulses Mission.

"The farmers here are very hardworking and are
doing excellent work for natural farming," he said
lauding the ryots of Tamil Nadu. He assured that
concrete steps will be taken to address pest and
disease issues affecting coconut crops. Efforts would
be taken to mitigate the impact of price decline due to
glut in mango production, and also to establish
value-addition and processing units. All eligible
farmers in Tamil Nadu will be linked to the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana to ensure
maximum outreach and benefit, he said. Later,
speaking to reporters, the minister said the state
should work with the Centre to implement the
schemes properly so that farmers could reap the full
benefits. Chouhan offered prayers at the Sri Lakshmi
Narayani Golden Temple in Vellore. He inaugurated
'Gurusthanam Pooja Hall' in Vellore and participated
in Maha Chandi Havan for world peace. (PTI)

Gujarat: Students shine in
studies as school helps

them improve handwriting
AHMEDABAD, OCT 26 /--/  Under an initiative running
for 15 years, a government school in Gujarat's Mehsana
district is helping students improve their handwriting to
boost their self-esteem and academic performance.
Shreemati K B Shah Anupam Primary School in Vithoda
village is transforming students’ connection with Gujarati
through a handwriting initiative led by teacher
Adityabhai Darji since 2010. Besides “remarkable”
improvements in handwriting, the students’ vocabulary
and overall expression have become clearer. Moreover, the
school consistently excels in calligraphy, essay writing,
and poetry competitions, said Darji.

“Gandhiji said that bad handwriting is a sign of
incomplete education. When a child has poor handwriting,
they are stressed about whether their results will be good.
But when they write in beautiful handwriting, their
confidence increases and they start believing in
themselves,” he said. The students have started writing
better, and their connection with the language has also
deepened, said the teacher. “This initiative has instilled
discipline, patience, and creativity in the students,” said
Darji.According to the teacher, students are now making
fewer mistakes, and their academic progress is clearly
visible. “The school also honours students who excel in
handwriting, which has boosted the children's
confidence,” he added. Students also said that their
handwriting has become better due to the initiative.“I
used to make many mistakes because of my handwriting,
such as leaving too much space between letters. Because
of these small mistakes, my handwriting used to look bad.
But when I started correcting them, it became much more
beautiful,” said Atri Darji, a student of the school.
Manasvita, another student, said, “A chart provided by
Darji sir helped us improve our handwriting. It included
the structure of handwriting, vowels, consonants, and a
paragraph.” The teacher said the project has fostered love
and pride for the Gujarati language among the students. “It
has not only resulted in better grades in exams but has also
strengthened their cultural connection,” he added. (PTI)

SHIMLA, OCT 26 /--/ The
Himachal Pradesh Cabinet
on Saturday decided to
extend the terms of mayors
and deputy mayors of
municipal corporations from
two-and-a-half years to five
years. The decision will
benefit the mayor and
deputy mayor of Shimla
Municipal Corporation,
whose two-and-a-half-year
term is expiring in
November 2025. Briefing
mediapersons here,
Industries Minister
HarshwardhanChauhan said
a two-and-a-half-year term
was raising apprehensions
of horse-trading and pointed
out that the term in
Panchayati Raj institutions
is five years. The Cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu also gave a nod to

Himachal Cabinet decides to double terms
of mayors, deputy mayors to 5 years

enhance the honorarium of
510 special police officers
(SPOs), including 403 in
tribal and 107 in non-tribal
areas, by Rs 300 per month.

It also accorded ex-post
facto approval for
enhancement of
honorarium of Rs 500 per
month of School
Management Committee
(SMC) teachers, including
Trained Graduate Teachers
(TGT), classical and
vernacular teachers, Junior
Basic Training (JBT)
teachers, lecturers and
diploma and primary
education (DPEs), mid-day
meal workers and part-time
water carriers. Both the
decisions would be
implemented with effect
from April 1, 2025, a
statement issued here said.
The Cabinet decided to

allow the Transport
Department to grant
permission for the
conversion of  1,000 petrol
and diesel taxis into electric
vehicles with a provision of
40 per cent subsidy under the
Rajiv Gandhi Swarojgar
Yojna. It approved the
proposal to streamline the
implementation and
efficient monitoring
mechanism of Prakritic
Kheti Khushhal Kisan Yojna
and Himachal Pradesh Crop
Diversification Project
(JICA-Phase-II). This
mechanism will go a long
way in fostering coherence
between the departments
concerned, besides ensuring
efficient governance and
execution under the flagship
programmes of the projects.
Further, the Cabinet decided
to constitute a Cabinet sub-

committee, headed by
Revenue Minister Jagat
Singh Negi, to finalise the
draft of Rural Area
Development guidelines to
be adopted by gram
panchayats in the form of
model by-laws to regulate
construction activities in the
rural areas. Rural
Development Minister
Anirudh Singh, Urban
Development Minister
Vikramaditya Singh and
Town and Country Planning
Minister Rajesh Dharmani
will be the members of this
Cabinet sub-committee. It
gave its approval to include
19 games in the list of games
which qualify meritorious
sportspersons for consideration
for appointment to posts under
the state government
departments, boards and
corporations. (PTI)


