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"Suspended from house despite withdrawing
my remark on Aurangzeb": Abu Azmi

Mumbai, March, 5 (UNI):
SP MLA Abu Asim Azmi, who
was suspended from the
Maharashtra assembly on
Wednesday over his com-
ment praising Mughal em-
peror Aurangzeb, said the ac-
tion against him was taken
despite him retracting his
remark. In a video statement
released by his office, Azmi
asserted he had not said
anything wrong, but re-
tracted the remark, which he
made outside the assembly,
to ensure the House func-
tions. ''Still I was sus-
pended,'' he said.

Earlier in the day, the state
assembly passed a motion
unanimously by a voice vote
to suspend Azmi from the
House till the end of the bud-
get session. Members of the
treasury benches said Azmi's

remark eulogising Aurangzeb
was a insult of Maratha king
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
and his son Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj. The bud-
get session of the state legis-
lature will end on March 26.
Azmi, president of the
Samajwadi Party's state unit,
had said that during
Aurangzeb's reign, India's
border reached Afghanistan
and Burma (Myanmar). "Our
GDP accounted for 24 per cent
(of the world GDP) and India
was called a golden sparrow
(during his regime)," claimed
the MLA from Mankhurd
Shivaji Nagar constituency in
Mumbai. Asked about the
fight between Aurangzeb and
Maratha king Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj, Azmi had
termed it a political battle.

His comments rocked both

houses of the state legislature
on Tuesday, with members of
the ruling side demanding his
suspension and that he be
booked for treason. After the
outrage over his comments,
Azmi in a post on X on Tues-
day said his statements were
twisted. "Whatever I have
said about Aurangzeb is some-
thing that has been stated by
historians and writers. I have
not made any derogatory re-
marks against Shivaji
Maharaj, Sambhaji Maharaj or
any national icons. Still, if
anyone is hurt by my remarks,
then I take back my statements
and comments," he said.
Deputy Chief Minister and
Shiv Sena head Eknath
Shinde on Tuesday led the
attack on Azmi both in the leg-
islative council and assembly.

"Azmi is purposely insulting

Shivaji Maharaj and Sambhaji
Maharaj. Sambhaji's Maharaj's
bravery and Aurangzeb's cru-
elty will give goosebumps to
people," Shinde had said.  The
Mughal emperor not only
killed Hindus but also people
from other religions, he had
said. Shinde dubbed Azmi a
"traitor" and said he had no
right to sit in the House.

"Mortgaged gold, hard work paid off":
Boatman who earned Crores in Kumbh

Prayagraj, March, 5
(UNI): Inspired by the earn-
ings of boat operators dur-
ing the 2019 Ardh Kumbh,
a boatman's family in Uttar
Pradesh's Prayagraj took a
bold entrepreneurial step
during the recently con-
cluded Mahakumbh Mela
2025, generating a stagger-
ing profit of Rs 30 crore.
Pintu Mahara, head of a
boatman family, built 70
boats to cater to devotees
and pilgrims during the 45-
day grand religious gather-
ing. Recalling his experi-
ence, Pintu, on Wednesday,
spoke about how he took
out a bank loan and even
mortgaged personal jewelry
to fund the project. Despite
the financial risks, he was
confident that the
Mahakumbh would attract
millions of devotees, and

his foresight paid off.
Pintu credited his suc-

cess to Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, ac-
knowledging their efforts in
supporting local busi-
nesses during the
Mahakumbh. Over 300
people worked under
Pintu's leadership, helping
devotees with boat rides,
bathing arrangements, and
other services. His team
also provided free dedi-
cated services to enhance
the experience for pilgrims.

Pintu expressed his grati-
tude and hopes to partici-
pate in the next
Mahakumbh 12 years later,
once again under the pa-
tronage of the current gov-
ernment. He also dismissed
the opposition's claims of
exploitation, emphasising

the positive impact of gov-
ernment policies on local
workers and traders. Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday
shared the success story of
the boatman's family, high-
lighting their extraordinary
earnings during the 45-day-
long Mahakumbh from
January 13 to February 26.

"A boatman's family, who
owned several boats,
earned a total of Rs 30 crore
in just 45 days during the
Mahakumbh. This means
each boat earned Rs 23 lakh
over the 45 days, translat-
ing to about Rs 50,000-
52,000 per day," CM Yogi
said while addressing the
UP State Legislative As-
sembly. He also refuted al-
legations by the Samajwadi
Party that boatmen were
exploited during the event.

Speaking about his journey,
Pintu recalled the hardships
his family faced, especially
after his father's demise.
"Life was tough. We had to
borrow money and mort-
gage gold to build the
boats. Six months of hard
work paid off, as our boats
became an integral part of
the Mahakumbh experi-
ence, ferrying thousands of
devotees," he said.

Reflecting on the blessings
he received, Pintu added,
"After Mauni Amavasya, I
felt the blessings of Goddess
Lakshmi. Under the leader-
ship of PM Modi and CM
Yogi, the Mahakumbh be-
came a grand success, mak-
ing Prayagraj famous world-
wide. Our business flour-
ished, and we earned not just
money, but the blessings of
the people."

"We are the only opposition"
Jagan Reddy after andhra assembly setback

From Our Staff Reporter
Amaravati,  March, 5 :
A massive political row

has erupted in Andhra
Pradesh after Speaker
Ayyanna Patrudu rejected
YSR Congress Party chief
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy's
request for the Leader of the
Opposition tag. Terming it
an "unreasonable desire",
the Speaker said a party
must have a minimum of 18
members to qualify for the
Leader of the Opposition
post, but YSR Congress
has 11. Mr Reddy, who lost
the Chief Minister post af-
ter his party was routed in
the Assembly polls held
alongside the Lok Sabha
election last year, has
trashed the Speaker's ratio-
nale behind denying him
the post and questioned
how people's voices would
be raised in the House if the
only party in the Opposition
is not given sufficient time.
He also cited a Delhi ex-
ample and said the AAP
had given the BJP Opposi-

tion party status when the
latter had just 3 members in
the Assembly.

In his ruling on Mr
Reddy's request, the
Speaker said, "The eligibil-
ity for the position of
Leader of Opposition is de-
termined solely in accor-
dance with constitutional
provisions, legal mandates,
and established prece-
dents." Citing various rules
to bolster his ruling, he said,
"Accordingly, in the 175-
member Legislative Assem-
bly of Andhra Pradesh, un-
less the largest party in op-
position attains a minimum
strength of 18 Members, it
would be improper to con-
sider the leader of such a
party for recognition as the
Leader of the Opposition
purely on discretion." The
Speaker noted that Mr
Reddy had approached the
High Court, seeking a direc-
tion to the Speaker to des-
ignate him as the 'Leader of
the Opposition'. "The fact
is that his writ petition, as
of today, is not even admit-
ted by Hon'ble High Court.
I am not surprised by the
repeated malicious and vit-

riolic campaign being car-
ried out by Sri Jagan Mohan
Reddy," he said, criticising
the YSR Congress chief.

The Speaker said Mr
Reddy's allegations attrib-
uting motives to the Chair
amount to breach of privi-
lege and contempt of the
House. "I have decided to
treat his diatribe with the
contempt it deserves. I am
not sure if the House would
tolerate any further, recur-
rence of such deplorable
conduct."

Hitting back at the
Speaker's decision, Mr
Reddy said YSR Congress
is the only party that sits in
the Opposition in Andhra
Assembly. "BJP, Jana Sena
and TDP are together and
they are ruling parties. And
be it any number, the fact
remains that we are 40 per
cent vote share. We are the
only party in the Opposition,
if we are not given the rec-
ognition, then who is going
to be the Opposition party?
Once the party is
recognised as the Opposi-
tion party, its leader is the
Leader of the Opposition.
The advantage is that

Speaker must give (him/her)
the mic and time on par with
the Leader of the House."
"Only when the Opposition
speaks up, it is given suffi-
cient time, issues come up
and the government takes
corrective measures. If you
are not going to do that,
then you have nobody to
speak as the Opposition
party, you don't want them
to voice out people's con-
cerns, only the ruling party
will speak, then when will
the people's issues be
placed in the House," he
asked. Citing the example of
the Delhi Assembly after
the 2015 polls, when AAP
won 67 out of 70 seats, he
said, "AAP had given the
BJP Opposition party sta-
tus when it had three MLAs
in Delhi and there was a
Leader of the Opposition."

Addressing the House on
the issue, minister and TDP
general secretary Nara
Lokesh said Parliament rules
clearly define the criteria for
the Opposition Party tag.
"People of Andhra Pradesh
decided that YSRCP should
not get Opposition party
status," he said.

Day after spitting case, UP assembly bans gutkha; announces Rs 1,000 fine for violators
Assembly premises. The announcement came a day after Mahana ex-
pressed his displeasure over an incident where a member was caught
on camera spitting pan masala inside the Assembly premises during the
House proceedings on Tuesday morning. The speaker had reportedly
asked staff members to clean the mess. Mahana, however, had not
named the MLA but said he knew who it was. Expressing strong disap-
proval, the speaker had reminded all members of their responsibility
towards cleanliness as lawmakers elected by the public. After the Ques-
tion Hour on Wednesday, Mahana announced, "With immediate effect,
the use of pan masala and gutkha is banned inside the Assembly pre-
mises." "Anyone, including employees, officials or any other individu-
als, found consuming gutkha or pan masala within the Assembly pre-
mises will be fined Rs 1,000. Necessary action will be taken in accor-
dance with the rules," he added. Some members present in the Assem-
bly suggested that the fine amount should be increased due to infla-
tion. Responding in a light-hearted manner, Mahana quipped, "Note
down the names of those honourable members demanding a higher
fine. If they are caught spitting, we will charge them extra." His remarks
sparked laughter among the Assembly members.

Lucknow, March, 5 (UNI): Uttar Pradesh Assembly Speaker Satish Mahana
on Wednesday announced a ban on gutkha and pan masala within the

Ranya Rao Arrest: "Law Will Do Its Job"
IPS Officer On Actor Daughter's Arrest For Smuggling

Bengaluru, March, 5
(UNI): The senior police of-
ficer whose daughter -
Ranya Rao - was arrested at
Bengaluru airport Monday
night, after officials found
14.8kg of gold in her posses-
sion, has been left "shocked
and devastated" by the
news, and has also sought
to distance himself from the
entire affair. "The law will do
its job. There is no black
mark on my career," he told.
Ramachandra Rao, Director-
General of Police (Karnataka
State Police Housing Corpo-
ration), also said, "Like any
other father, I was shocked
and devastated when it

came to my notice through
the media. I was not aware
of any of these things. I
don't want to say anything
more." "She is not living with
us... she is living separately
with her husband. There
must be some problem be-
tween them... (maybe) due to
some family issues," the top
cop said. Ranya Rao is Mr
Rao's stepdaughter. The se-
nior police officer's first wife
re-married after his first wife
died. His second wife has two
daughters from her first mar-
riage, of whom Ms Rao is one.

Ranya Rao was arrested
by the Directorate of Rev-
enue Intelligence Monday

after she arrived from Dubai
on an Emirates flight. Source
said the arresting officers
found her trying to smuggle
gold into the country by
wearing a significant
amount and concealing the
rest in her clothing. There are
also reports saying two
aides carried gold bars in
briefcases.

Preliminary inquiries sug-
gest she used her connec-
tions to skip security
checks; she reportedly an-
nounced herself as the
daughter of a Karnataka
DGP and contacted local
cops for an escort. However,
authorities had been track-
ing Ms Rao for some time;
their suspicions were
aroused after she made four
trips to Dubai in 15 days.
And, after this last trip, they
sprag their trap. They had
almost cleared customs and
were about to leave the air-
port when the DRI team
stopped her and started a
search. The nearly 15kg of
gold that was seized has
been valued at a staggering

Rs 12.56 crore, which is one
of the largest from
Bengaluru airport in recent
years. And that wasn't all.
Officials then searched Ms
Rao's home, which she
shared with her husband, on
Bengaluru's Lavelle Road
and found Rs 2.06 crore in
gold jewellery and cash
worth Rs 2.67 crore. "The
passenger has been placed
under arrest under relevant
provisions of the Customs
Act, and remanded to judi-
cial custody. The total in the
case stands at Rs. 17.29 crore,
marking a significant blow to
organised gold smuggling
networks," a DRI statement
said. The investigation is
now focused on uncovering
possible links to cops, or oth-
ers, who may have helped her.
It will also establish if she
was acting alone or was part
of a larger network. Ms Rao -
an actor known for her role
opposite Kannada superstar
Sudeep in 'Maanikya', which
was released in 2014 - is now
being questioned at the
DRI's office in the city.


