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World Toilet Day is
celebrated on November 19th
every year, and it's a big deal!
This day aims to raise
awareness about the global
sanitation crisis, with over 3.5
billion people lacking access to
safely managed sanitation.
India has made significant
strides in improving sanitation
access, with the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan initiative aiming
to eliminate open defecation.
As of 2023, approximately
12.5% of households, mostly
in rural areas, still lack toilets,
affecting over 162 million
people.  Sanitation is a global
development priority.
Diarrhoea caused by poor
sanitation and unsafe water
kills 315,000 children every
year. Open defecation, unlike
in other places, where it has a
negative connotation, here it is
something that is completely
normal, and even sometimes
wholesome, like the fact that
you have gone for a morning
walk, and you have exercised
your body and you have gotten
up early. Lack of access to
toilets has been identified as a
huge problem, particularly in

rural. It not only spreads
diseases like diarrhea but also
exposes women to the risk of
sexual assault when they go
into the fields after dark.
Cultural norms are hard to
change and according to some,
open-air defecation is seen as
more sanitary by those who
prefer to relieve themselves in
the open rather than share a
toilet. Disease transmission at
work mostly caused by poor
sanitation and hygiene
practices, causes 17% of all
workplace deaths.

The Indian government
continues to work towards
achieving its sanitation goals,
with initiatives like the Swachh
Bharat Mission and the Jal
Shakti Ministry's efforts to
improve rural sanitation
coverage. Public toilets with
good water facility are the
need of the hour. In a country
like India it is very difficult and
takes a long time to change
the practice of open defecation
in rural areas. Most of the
toilets which are started for
public use are being neglected
by the people due to improper
maintenance. It is the matter
of hygiene that can attract
more people to use toilet.
95.4% of surveyed households
have access to toilets, with
95.4% using them regularly.
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
and Jharkhand account for over
70% of households without
toilets. Households with lower
socioeconomic status are
significantly less likely to have
sanitation facilities.

India actually achieved its
goal of having toilets in every
house in 2019, 11 years ahead
of the UN's 2030 target. The
country's Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan mission, launched by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
aimed to construct 111 million

latrines in five years, and
they've made significant
progress. As of 2019, almost
80 million household toilets
have been built, and the
country has been declared
open defecation free.Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
put it high on the national
agenda, but the challenge
could be daunting in a country
where defecating in the open
is a common sight and is
accepted by many as normal.

It is surprising that the E-
toilets installed in the city are
not maintained properly.It is
the malodour that discourages
people from using public
toilets.Most of the public
toilets are not usable because
of lack of cleanliness,

electricity and water. As no
efforts are taken by the local
bodies to maintain them, e-
toilets remains in  poor
condition. It is also observed
that the toilets have no proper
water supply and are badly
maintained. It is a grave
health issue. With many people
coming to work  daily the
public toilets should be of use
to the local as well as floating
population  a daily commuter
to the city. There should be a
monitoring system to put in
place to check the
maintenance of e-toilets. Only
education and awareness can
do something. Educated or
uneducated, people in rural
areas, for want of indoor
plumbing use open space for

defecating. There are people
who think that open defecation
is more hygienic and having
an indoor toilet is dirty and
filthy. We need a grass root
campaign on how many
diseases can be avoided by
basic cleanliness and how
spending on toilets is as
important as developing other
infrastructure. We don't need
to build new temples,
mosques, churches,
gurudwaras etc.  Public toilets
with good water facility are the
need of the hour. Bringing
about a change in mindset is
the paramount need. Modi's
approach is to use improved
sanitation as a tool to combat
poverty, develop the economy,
and make India more

attractive to business
investment. The proposition is
not an easy one: Half of India's
population, at least 620 million
people, defecates outside.

Toilets play a crucial role
in creating a strong economy,
as well as improving health
and protecting people's safety
and dignity, particularly
women's and girls'. While
provision of hygienic toilets for
the public is the buzzword in
our country lack of adequate
public toilets and appalling
state of existing ones is a
reality that the city can't deny.
Are the authorities listening to
our voice? (B-15 Jyoti-
Kalash Society, Jodhpur
Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)

Belem climate summit:
Bridging North-South divide
will be uphill task for Brazil

Can the climate change
summit in Belem, Brazil, bring
rich (North) and poor (South)
countries together to shape
policies? The world is
gathering at the 30th
Conference of the Parties
(Cop) under the UN
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) in
Belem, Brazil, from November
10 to 21. Among other
substantive agendas, the
major focus in Belem would
be to minimise the deep
distrust between developed
and developing member
countries, which emerged at
the Baku climate meeting
(Cop29) last year.

In Brazilian President
Lula’s conviction that ‘Cop30
in Belém will be the moment
of truth and science’. Thus, all
eyes are on Brazil’s presidency
of Cop30 to deliver a mandate
that will maintain trust in the
Paris Agreement on Climate
Change, faith in
multilateralism, and belief in
the Cop process itself. Is it
achievable?

Some Cop meetings—the
UNFCCC’s top decision-making
body—remain crucial in over
three decades of complex
climate negotiations. Cop29 is
one such in the annals of
climate negotiations that will
be mentioned when there is
criticism against the Cop
process. An example is that
India’s outburst against the
agreement and the process
through which it was adopted
aggravated the criticism
against the Cop meetings.

Subsequently, the
consolidated argument grows
in leaps and bounds that the
fractured mandate in Baku has
sounded the death knell for

multilateralism. When the
developed countries evaded
their obligations to scale up
the financial commitment at
Baku, labelled as the ‘climate
finance Cop’, the Cop process
was largely criticised as
ineffective in addressing the
urgency of climate
emergencies. Consequently, a
frantic search for an
alternative to the Cop process
has disillusioned the most
vulnerable countries and
communities that are facing
the wrath of climate
catastrophe.

Meanwhile, the 2025
Biennial Transparency
Synthesis Report of the
UNFCCC, released on October
31, reveals that 109 members
are actively adhering to the
Paris Agreement. At the same
time, the report exposes a
substantial gap in the finances
needed in developing
countries to execute climate
action plans.

As many as 37 developing
countries reported a total
financial requirement of
$3,396.23 billion for climate
action up to 2030; 49
countries reported receiving
only $60.84 billion in climate
finance during the 2021-2022
reporting period. Under the
Paris Agreement, countries
are required to submit
Biennial Transparency Reports
(BTRs) to report their climate
actions, including greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions, under
the transparency and
accountability clause.

Despite the appreciation
from the UNFCCC Secretariat
that the Paris Agreement is on
track and progressing, the
member countries are flouting
their responsibility.

India's Video Creator Boom: 5 Trends
Reshaping the Digital Economy

Ahmedabad, India's
booming creator economy has
become a major economic
force, influencing more than
$350 billion in consumer
spending each year, with
projections pointing to over $1
trillion by 2030 as per a recent
report. At the WAVES Summit
in Mumbai (May 2025), the
Indian Prime Minister said that
it is the right time to reiterate
India's vision of 'Create in
India, Create for the World',
underlining how the country's
creative and digital prowess is
shaping a new era of
innovation and global
influence.  That's where WD
Red® HDDs, designed for
Network Attached Storage
(NAS), come in-helping
creators take control of their
digital workflows. As the
Prime Minister said, India has
much more to offer; with its
population of over a billion
people, it has a billion plus

stories to tell. And these
stories increasingly come to
life through reels and shorts -
as highlighted by a recent
survey across 33 Indian cities.
Short-form content emerging
as a driver of social media
consumption, seems to
underscore how storytelling
now lies at the heart of India's
booming digital creator
economy. (1-7)

FICCI Organises Focused B2B
Meetings in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad, FICCI, in
partnership with the Sharjah
Airport International Free Zone
(SAIF Zone), Government of
Sharjah, UAE, successfully
conducted focused B2B meetings
in Ahmedabad to support Indian
enterprises in expanding their
global footprint through the UAE.
The engagement drew over 100
business leaders from sectors
including pharmaceuticals,
engineering, chemicals, food
processing, and logistics etc.
Participants received insights on
trade and investment

opportunities across the Middle
East, Africa, Central Asia, and
Russia, as well as the benefits
of the India–UAE CEPA, under
which nearly 97% of goods
enjoy duty-free access,
creating significant export
potential for Indian industry.
The meetings highlighted
strategies for leveraging the
UAE’s ecosystem for scaling
operations, boosting exports, and
forging cross-border partnerships,
along with the competitive
advantages of operating from SAIF
Zone.  (13-9)

Vadodara
Whi le  acc idents  are

frequent in Vadodara city,
another horrific accident
took place on the night of
November 14. In which the
driver, riding a bike at full
speed, hit a young man
cross ing the road and
dragged h im 10 feet .
During this, sparks were
also seen flying as the bike
skidded on the road. CCTV
footage o f  the ent i re
incident has also surfaced.

The injured youth in the
accident was shifted to
Sayaj i  Hosp i ta l  fo r
treatment. Where he died
dur ing t reatment .
Manjalpur police have taken
further action regarding
this entire incident.

A young man from UP
died after being hit by a bike
while crossing the road.

Bipin Gautam (age 28),
who works at a restaurant
in the city's Manjalpur area,
was crossing the road from
Tuls idham intersect ion
towards Kabir Complex.
Meanwhile, an unknown
speeding biker hit him. Due
to wh ich ,  B ip in  was
seriously injured and was
shifted to Sayaji Hospital
for treatment. Where he
t rag ica l l y  d ied dur ing
treatment. However, the
young man who caused the
accident was also injured
and was shifted to the
hospital for treatment. On
the other hand, the relatives
of the biker who hit the
young man fled from the
restaurant late at night with
a b ike.  The pol ice are
investigating who the young
man who caused the
accident is and where he is
undergoing treatment.

'He was talking despite
being injured':

Regarding this incident
of Mukeshbhai Makhija, the
shop owner Mukeshbhai
Makhi ja  sa id,  " I  run a
restaurant called Punjabi
Zaika and the person who
caused this incident was my
worker. He was crossing the
road to pick up his relatives
and d ied due to  the
accident. He was talking
despite being injured and

Biker accidentally hits young
man and drags him 10 feet

died before he could be
treated at the hospital.
After the PM, we demand
that action be taken against
the boy who caused the
accident and justice be
given to the deceased."

'Who will take care of
the smal l  ch i ldren and
wife?': Shivam Gautam

Regarding this, Shivam
Gautam, a friend of the
deceased, said, "We are
residents of Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh and come to work
in Vadodara. The name of
the deceased boy i s
Bipinkumar. He is my friend.
He was hit by a bike here
around 10 pm on November
14.  Shor t ly  a f ter  the
accident, the biker filed an
application at the police
station and a report has
been filed there, but the
police have not reached
there yet. In this incident,
the biker was negligent
because he was driving at
such a high speed.

'We want justice, there
is no earner in his house'

He further said that if you
look at the CCTV, even the
bike is not visible at speed.
We ride the bike but we
should see who is coming..
who is going. He hit him hard
but the police have not taken
any action yet. We will take
his body to Kanpur after the
postmortem. But the police
have not taken any action yet.
The postmortem has not
been done yet. Today is 12
noon, it is the second day yet
no action has been taken.
Something should be
provided for his family. There
is no earner in his house. His
salary was 25 to 30
thousand.

'The postmortem of the
youth is underway': LD
Gamara

Regarding this accident,
PI LD Gamara of Manjalpur
Police Station said, "We have
registered a case regarding
this accident.

The youth has died in this
accident and action is being
taken. Currently, the
postmortem of the youth is
underway. Action will be
taken against the driver who
caused the accident.

UP youth working in a restaurant in Vadodara
dies in hospital, family loses all support
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