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Ministry of Railways Sanctions Ferozepur–Patti Rail Link Project (25.72 km): S Ravneet
Singh Bittu Union Minister of State for Railways and Food Processing Industries

The Ministry of Railways
has sanctioned the Ferozepur–
Patti Rail Link Project, covering
a total length of 25.72 km at

an estimated cost of ?764.19
crore, including ?166 crore
towards land acquisition to be
borne by the Railways.

Announcing this at a media
briefing today, S. Ravneet
Singh Bittu Union Minister of
State for Railways and Food
Processing Industries, said
that the project holds strategic
and economic importance,
significantly reducing the
distance between Ferozepur
and Amritsar from 196 km to
about 100 km, and shortening
the Jammu–Ferozepur–
Fazilka–Mumbai corridor by
236 km. It will serve as a
crucial link between the
Malwa and Majha regions of
Punjab, enhancing regional
mobility and logistics
efficiency. Thanking Hon’
Prime Minister of India Sh.
Narendra Modi ji, Home
Minister Sh. Amit Shah ji,
Railway Minister Sh. Ashwini
Vaishnaw ji for this historic gift
to Punjab, Bittu said that the

new rail line will connect the
Jalandhar–Ferozepur and
Patti–Khemkaran routes,
providing a direct and
alternative connection close to
the international border.
Passing through areas of
strategic defence significance,
it will facil itate rapid
movement of defence
personnel, equipment, and
supplies.  Ravneet said that
Beyond strategic benefits, the
project promises significant
socio-economic gains,
benefiting nearly 10 lakh
people and creating
approximately 2.5 lakh
employment opportunities. It
will serve 2,500–3,500 daily
passengers, particularly
students, employees, and
patients from nearby villages.
The rail link will spur trade and
industrial growth, reduce

freight transportation costs,
and improve access to
agricultural markets, thereby
boosting investment in
education, healthcare, and
essential infrastructure. It will
also link Amritsar, a major
commercial, educational, and
religious hub attracting over one
lakh tourists daily, with
Ferozepur, ensuring faster
connectivity and stronger
regional integration.
Importantly, the new alignment
will revive a historic route lost
during Partition, reducing the
Fe rozepu r–Khemka ran
distance from 294 km to 110
km. DRM AMBALA Shri Vinod
Bhatia, CPM / Construction Shri
Ajai Varshney,  CPM / RLDA Shri
Balbir Singh, ADRM Firozpur
Shri Nitin Garg and Shri
Dhananjay Singh, EDPG, MOSR
were also present there.

Firing between SMC and
Bishnoi gang in Bilimora

Navsari
An incident of firing

between the State Monitoring
Cell (SMC) team and the
Bishnoi gang has come to light
in Bilimora, Navsari. The SMC
reached there after receiving
information that the accused
had stayed at a hotel to
exchange weapons. After
questioning the two accused

Accused opened fire near Mini Somnath temple, police
shot one in the leg in self-defense; three arrested

present there, the SMC team
reached the temple after it was
found that the other two
accused were at the Mini
Somnath temple. When the
accused present opened fire,
the police also opened fire in
self-defense, in which one
accused was shifted for
treatment after being shot in
the leg. The accused met to

exchange weapons. According
to the information received
about this incident, the SMC
received information that two
persons from the Bishnoi gang,
originally from Rajasthan and
currently residing in Bilimora,
Navsari, had come to give
weapons to one person from
Haryana and one from Madhya
Pradesh and they had stayed
in a convenient hotel. Based on
the information, the SMC team
raided the place. However, only
two accused from Rajasthan
were found there. When the
police caught them and
questioned them, they said that
the other two accused had
gone to the nearby Mini
Somnath temple for darshan.

Two rounds of firing
between the police and the
gang. The SMC team reached
the temple as two accused
from Haryana and Madhya
Pradesh were at the temple.
On seeing the police, the
accused tried to flee and one
of the accused opened fire on
the police, causing the police to
also open fire in self-defense.
Two rounds of firing between
the police and the gang resulted
in one accused being injured
after being shot in the leg. The
police have shifted the injured
accused for treatment. The
remaining three accused have
been arrested and three
country-made pistols and 27
live cartridges have been seized
from their possession and
further investigation is
underway. The situation is
currently under control. into the
incident and in addition to the
State Monitoring Cell, teams
including LCB, SOG of Navsari
District Police and Chikhli DySP
also reached the spot. In the
initial investigation, it has been
revealed that the arrested
people are associated with a
notorious gang, based on which
the police have started an in-
depth investigation of this entire
network.

Pakistan bleeds within, while ministers,
generals hide behind false bravado

Pakistan, which keeps
drawing a false sense of
consolation by assuring itself
that all’s well with it, especially
after Operation Sindoor, is hit
hard by a fresh string of terror
attacks in the very recent past.
Eleven military personnel have
been killed in a gunfight with
armed fighters in the country’s
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), as
per the Pakistani Army.

The gun battle erupted on
October 8 during an
intelligence operation in the
Orakzai district near the
Afghan border. During the
raid, the military claimed,
there was an “intense”
exchange of fire with
“Khawarij”, a term used for
banned groups such as the
Pakistan Taliban (Tehrik-i-
Taliban Pakistan), which

claimed responsibility for the
attack. Among the dead were
Lieutenant Colonel Junaid Arif,
his deputy, Major Tayyab
Rahat, and nine other soldiers.
The army further said 19
fighters were also killed.
Pakistani security officials also
reported that the fighters
ambushed a military convoy
with a roadside bomb before
resorting to fire. Meanwhile,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
lauded the security forces for
their service and paid tribute
to the troops who lost their
lives. In reality, however, the
Pakistan Army seems
demoralised, and the tall
claims of the country’s army
chief and other top military
brass that their country was
secure stand punctured by
this dreaded terror assault.

It may be recapitulated
that in recent months, the
Pakistan Taliban, which wants
to overthrow the government
and replace it with their
hardline brand of Islamic
governance, has stepped up
attacks on Pakistani security
forces, specifically targeting
them. Islamabad alleges the
group uses neighbouring
Afghanistan to train and plan
attacks against Pakistan, while
archrival India funds and
backs them, charges denied
by both countries.

Meanwhile, in another
development, Afghanistan’s
United Nations-sanctioned
Foreign Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi has arrived in India,
the first visit by a top Taliban
leader since they returned to
power in 2021, following the

withdrawal of United States-
led forces and the fall of Kabul.
Amir Khan Muttaqi’s trip on
October 9 was made possible
after the UN Security Council
granted him a travel waiver
and is expected to be closely
watched by India’s regional
rival Pakistan, amid India
strengthening its ties with the
Taliban government.

Muttaqi had met with
India’s Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri in January this
year in Dubai and was
expected to hold talks with its
External Affairs Minister, S
Jaishankar. Neither side has
disclosed the agenda, but
trade and security were likely
to be at the forefront, although
India has not yet extended its
formal recognition.

It is important to note that
the trip highlights Taliban
efforts to expand engagement
with regional powers in a
quest for economic ties and
eventual diplomatic
recognition. Muttaqi’s visit
follows meetings in Russia—
the only country so far to have
officially recognised the
Taliban administration. India
has long hosted tens of
thousands of Afghans, many
of whom fled the country after
the Taliban returned to power.
In this context, it may be
mentioned that the Indian
Mission in Kabul is limited to
coordinating humanitarian aid
and is gaining wide
acceptance (however, while
the Afghan Foreign Minister is
in India, both sides may agree
to upgrade it to a full-fledged
mission).

Earlier on October 7, at
Muttaqi’s regional meeting in
Moscow, Afghanistan’s
neighbours, including India,
Pakistan, Iran, China and
several Central Asian
countries, had issued a joint
statement opposing the
deployment of foreign military
infrastructure in the region.
The statement, a rare showing
of a unified front, was
regarded as a signal of strong
opposition to US President
Donald Trump’s stated
objective to retake control of
the Bagram military base near
Kabul.

In a different and bizarre
development, diving to a new
low against improving bilateral
relations, Pakistan’s Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif has
made yet another baseless
claim, alleging India was
“never truly united” except
under the rule of Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb—a
statement which is completely
devoid of history. In an
interview with Pakistan’s
Samaa TV, Asif also said that

“chances of war with India are
real". Such jingoism, parroted
on behalf of the Pakistani
military, is very unbecoming of
a Defence Minister. His
remarks came days after
India warned Islamabad
against backing state-
sponsored terrorism or facing
losing its geographical
presence. On the contrary, to
put the record straight, for
over seven decades since
independence from the
British, India has remained a
stable and unified democracy,
unlike Pakistan, which has
seen a series of military coups
and internal fragmentation.
Khawaja Asif has a history of
embarrassing Pakistan on
global platforms. Last month,
he gave a bizarre “solution” to
tackle Pakistan’s flood
situation. He asked Pakistanis
living in low-lying areas to
“store” the floodwater in
containers.

Mass suicide in Rajkot, 3 dead
Rajkotm, Asmitabe, who

lived in street number 6 of
Shakti Society, took the
extreme step, a wave of grief
spread throughout the area.

Another tragic and heart-
wrenching incident has come
to light in Rajkot city. In Shakti
Society in Nawagam, a
mother strangled her two
innocent daughters to death by
tying a nylon cord around their
necks. After that, she also
committed suicide by hanging
herself, causing grief in the
entire area. As soon as the
incident was reported, local
police staff and senior police
officers rushed to the spot and
conducted further
investigation.

Mother commits suicide
with daughters, bodies of all
three found According to the
details received, 32-year-old
Asmitaben Jayeshbhai
Solanki, living in street number
6 of Shakti Society, killed her
two daughters, 7-year-old

Priyanshi and 5-year-old
Harshita. After committing this
act, Asmita also committed
suicide by hanging herself,
and the bodies of all three
were found. Following the
tragic death of three members
of a family, crowds of people
gathered around and a wave
of mourning spread.

Tushar Solanki, brother-in-
law of the deceased
Asmitaben, said that I was out
of town and my site was open.
From there I got a call that
such an incident had taken
place here, in which two girls
and their mother had taken the
step. The deceased Asmitaben
is my sister-in-law, although I
am unaware of the reason for
this incident and there was no
problem including financial
situation. ACP Rajesh Baria
said that three bodies
including Jayeshbhai Solanki's
wife and children have been
found in Nawagam Shakti
Society. Currently, no reason

has been revealed for this
incident, but the police are
investigating to find out the
reason for the incident.

 It has also been revealed
in the primary investigation
that no one from the family
was present at the time of the
incident.

Police investigation has
begun to find a suicide note
or other evidence from the
scene. After senior police
officials reached the scene, it
was prima facie found that the
case was a case of murder and
suicide, although the exact
reason behind this mass
suicide is not yet clear. The
police sent the bodies for
postmortem and started
taking statements from
relatives including husband
Jayeshbhai in this regard.

The police are also
investigating whether any
suicide note written by
Asmitaben or any other
evidence is found.
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