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12 November is observed as
World Pneumonia Day to bring
people from all over the world
together uniting to demand that
something be done to fight the
pneumonia illness. The Day is
observed annually to raise
awareness about pneumonia, a
leading cause of death
worldwide. This year's theme,
"Every Breath Counts: Stop
Pneumonia in Its Tracks,"
emphasizes the importance of
collective action to prevent and
treat pneumonia.Pneumonia is
caused by a number of infectious
agents including viruses, bacteria
and fungi. Pneumonia is one of
the most solvable problems in
global health and yet a child dies
from the infection every 20
seconds.Pneumonia is a major
public health concern, particularly
in low- and middle-income
countries.

Pneumonia claims over 2.5
million lives annually, including
700,000 children under five. It's
the leading infectious killer of
children under five, accounting for
15% of all deaths in this age
group. This devastating toll
demands collective action to
prevent, treat, and protect
vulnerable populations. Sub-
Saharan Africa and South Asia
are the most affected regions. It
can be caused by bacteria  viruses
or fungi. WHO, UNICEF, and the
"Every Breath Counts" coalition
lead initiatives to reduce
pneumonia-related deaths.
Governments and organizations
promote awareness, vaccination,
and healthcare access. India's
Intensified Mission Indradhanush
and Ujjwala Yojana aim to
improve immunization and clean

cooking fuels. India accounts for
nearly one-fifth of global
pneumonia deaths among
children under five.  Malnutrition,
indoor air pollution, and poor
healthcare access exacerbate the
issue. Now it is time to increase
the political and societal will,
motivation and action to reduce
pneumonia and diarrhea.
National access to Hib and PCV
vaccines is a crucial component
in the battle to prevent illness and
death from childhood
pneumonia. An investment to
protect every child from
pneumonia is an investment in
India's future and social justice.
Controlling childhood pneumonia
required correct and consistent
delivery of an integrated package
of interventions to protect,
prevent, and treat the disease.
Prevention is essential to interrupt
the vicious cycle of ill health and
poverty. Vaccines not only keep
children from getting sick but
protect the community by
reducing the circulation of
disease. Effective measures can
prevent pneumonia like
Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine
(PCV), Hib vaccine, influenza, and
measles vaccines.  Good nutrition
and exclusive breastfeeding.
Hygiene practices viz.
handwashing, mask-wowing.
Timely antibiotics and oxygen
therapy can treat pneumonia

The World Health
Organisation's new guidelines on
indoor air quality set targets for
reducing harmful household
pollutants and offer greater clarity
on specific fuels considered
unsafe for use in the home. WHO
has urged the world community

to step up efforts to reduce
children's exposure to toxic smoke
from indoor cooking fumes and
increase the proportion of babies
fed with breast milk, especially in
the critical months after birth. We
need to strengthen efforts to bring
down decrease infant child
mortality due to pneumonia. Clean

environment, addressing
malnutrition, encouraging breast
feeding, timely immunization will
reduce mortality rate. Let's unite
to combat pneumonia and ensure
every breath counts. (B-15
Jyoti-Kalash Society, Jodhpur
Tekra, Satellite, Ahmedabad
- 380 015)

Assam, its citizens and their never-
ending search for 'citizenship'

In 2018, I suddenly found
myself wondering why my
father had passed away in
2013. I had so many questions
I wished I could ask him. Of
course, they weren’t about
whether I had been a worthy
son or whether he had hidden
treasure somewhere (though
I do wish he had — I could
use all the treasure in the
world today).

The questions I failed to
ask were whether he had ever
voted in any election before he
married my mother, and
whether he had any proof of
it. I also wondered if his father
— my grandfather — had ever
voted, and if there was any
proof of that as well.

When proof becomes
identity

Those questions gnawed
at me for months, because
the answers would ultimately
determine whether I was an
Assamese from Assam — or
even an Indian at all. The
quest for “legacy data,” as the
National Register of Citizens
exercise called it, was a far
more serious business than a
mere search for family pride.

To quote from Amitabh
Bachchan’s movie
Shahenshah (1988): “Rishte
mein toh hum tumhare baap
lagte hain… naam hai
Shahenshah!” That line is fine
for the movies, but the real
challenge was to prove that
the baap himself was an Indian
— a man who, in his youth,
could never have imagined
that his simple act of voting
(or not voting), or the absence
of a few papers, would one
day become an unthinkable
burden of legacy on his
children.

Murmurs of protest from
the Congress party and voices
of appreciation flooded social
media on Monday, particularly
among BJP supporters, after
the Election Commission
announced the second phase
of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls across 12 states and
Union Territories — notably
leaving out Assam, a state
also due to go to polls in April–
May 2026 along with Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Goa and
Puducherry.

Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar clarified that Assam’s
exclusion was linked to the
ongoing Supreme Court–
monitored process of verifying
the state’s citizenship records
following the NRC exercise.

“There are separate
provisions for Assam’s
citizenship in the law and a
drive to check valid citizens has
already been done under
Supreme Court’s observation.
Thus, separate orders for SIR

in Assam will be issued,"
Kumar said at a press briefing
in New Delhi. He added that
the scrutiny of citizenship
records in Assam was nearing
completion under the court’s
supervision, and hence, the
all-India SIR order “would not
have been applicable to Assam
at this stage."

The truth is, no SIR can
scare or worry Assam. Irritate
— yes! Whether it stands for
South Indian Restaurant or
Special Intensive Revision,
the NRC veterans who once
accomplished the unthinkable
feat of excavating British-era
data to secure Indian
citizenship are well-equipped
to battle yet another round of
documents and data.

The price of belonging
The real concern is that this

has become a never-ending
process. NRC, SIR… where is
the end to this self-imposed
war over citizenship? If the
targets are illegal migrants,
why distress genuine citizens?
For many, life has turned into
a saga of PDFs of epic
proportions. And like life itself,
the constant fear is: what’s
next?

While Hindus and Muslims
from abroad debate their
place in India, Indian Hindus
and Indian Muslims from
Assam are being forced to
plead with their own
government to spare them the
humiliation of proving their
ancestral ties to their own
land. Saat purush? Is that
what Indians from Assam
must now prove whenever SIR
takes avatar here?

From the sleepless nights
spent before laptop and
desktop screens to feed the
document-swallowing greed
of the NRC exercise, to the

bloodied street battles with
security forces during the
Citizenship Amendment Act
movement in late 2019,
citizenship has always been
an issue of deep mistrust, dirty
politics, and the Gorgon’s head
of Medusa — rearing yet
another ugly face even as one
is cut off.

For the Himanta Biswa
Sarmas and Gaurav Gogois of
the world, citizenship is like a
barbecue — cooking slowly at
its own pace. But for the
common people, it’s like
fenugreek seeds in hot oil:
they turn black in no time. It
is their lives that are burnt
when existence itself
threatens to become an
existential disappearance.

A law, a verdict and an
unending wait

Now that CEC Kumar has
mentioned the Supreme Court
while explaining Assam’s
exclusion from the SIR
exercise, it’s worth recalling
how the apex court is deeply
tied to the issue.

The apex court in October
2024 upheld the constitutional
validity of Section 6A of the
Citizenship Act, 1955, a
provision born out of the
Assam Accord of 1985 that set
January 1, 1966, to March 24,
1971, as the cut-off period for
regularising migrants from
Bangladesh.

While this section grants
citizenship to those who
entered Assam within that
window, it was challenged by
groups who argued it
discriminated against the rest
of India and endangered the
cultural rights of indigenous
Assamese. In a 4:1 verdict,
the Supreme Court ruled that
Parliament was within its
powers to make special
provisions for Assam, given
its unique demographic and
historical circumstances.

However, the dissent
warned that the provision has
become constitutionally
“unreasonable” over time,
complicating the state’s
already fraught citizenship
verification process. This
ongoing judicial oversight
explains why Assam remains
under the court’s watch —
and why the Election
Commission must tread

carefully before any new
revision of rolls.

For Assam, the NRC is like
the wagging tail of a dinosaur
— a massive, l ingering
process chasing a perpetually
elusive answer: what ends
first, us or the exercise?

The story began in 1951,
when the first NRC was
prepared after the Census,
serving as the baseline for
citizenship records. Decades
later, the 1985 Assam Accord
sought to identify and deport
illegal migrants who entered
the state after March 24,
1971.

Acting on this accord, the
Supreme Court in 2013
ordered an update of the
NRC, officially reviving the
exercise. Between 2015 and
2017, residents were asked to
submit documents linking
themselves to pre-1971
citizens.

 The first draft came out
on December 31, 2017,
followed by the final draft on
July 30, 2018, which excluded
around 40 lakh people. The
Final NRC, published on
August 31, 2019, listed 3.11
crore names, leaving 19.06
lakh out — a figure that
continues to haunt the state’s
collective psyche as the
question of citizenship remains
unresolved. The price of
belonging Personally, it was a
monumental loss when our
family names were missing
from the first draft of the NRC
— the exact opposite of what
Kapil Dev and his team must
have felt at Lord’s had the
West Indies crushed them in
the 1983 World Cup final.

But when our names finally
appeared in the Final Draft,
the joy was strangely muted
— an uncertain triumph,
much like the Pandavas’
victory in Kurukshetra. What
had we really won? What was
the cost of that victory? Was
it worthy at all? A confused
soul, a conflicted mind.

Assam’s eternal question
The Election Commission

has spared Assam the trouble
of SIR — for now. But when
the next Census arrives and
throws up frightening new
data on “citizens” in Assam,
can the tempest of SIR be far
behind?


