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DLC Campaign 4.0: Over 55 lakh Digital
Life Certificates generated in first 4 days
New Delhi, More than 52

lakh digital life certificates
have been generated since the
beginning of the nationwide
Digital Life Certificate (DLC)
Campaign 4.0. on November
1, said Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Public Grievances Dr. Jitendra
Singh on Wednesday.

Speaking at its formal
launch in the national
campaign, Singh said that the
campaign marks a significant
step in the government’s drive
to simplify life certification for
pensioners, especially the
super seniors.

“The month-long DLC
campaign 4.0, which began on
November 1 and will continue
till November 30, has already
seen over 55 lakh Digital Life
Certificates generated within
the first four days, against the
month-long target of two
crore,” Singh said.

Campaign 4.0 aims to
cover nearly 2,000 districts,
cities, and towns across the
country through 2,500 camps
and coordinated by 1,250
nodal officers.

The initiative adopts a

saturation approach to ensure
that every pensioner --
irrespective of location or
mobility constraints-- can
submit their life certificate
seamlessly, said the Ministry
of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions.

The DLC Campaign 4.0 is
being conducted in
collaboration with 19 Pension
Disbursing Banks, India Post
Payments Bank (IPPB),
Pensioners’ Welfare
Associations, UIDAI, MeitY,
EPFO, Railways, CGDA, and
the Department of
Telecommunications, to reach
every pensioner across the
country, including those in
remote and rural areas, the
Ministry said.

“This year, special
emphasis is being laid on

promoting Face Authentication
Technology, developed with
full technical support from
MeitY and UIDAI, to make the
process more seamless and
convenient for the elderly,” the
Ministry added.

Meanwhile, Singh stated
that during the DLC Campaign
3.0 last year, 52.73 lakh DLCs
were submitted using face
authentication, while 72.64
lakh were from EPFO
pensioners.

“Campaign 3.0 of last year
was conducted in 1,984
locations across 845 districts
and cities in November 2024,
during which 1.62 crore DLCs
were generated, including
49.78 lakh from Central
Government pensioners. Of
these, over 85,200 were from
pensioners above 90 years,

and more than 2,200 were
from pensioners aged above
100 years,” Singh said.

He noted that the idea
behind introducing a Digital
Life Certificate was born out
of empathy for the elderly.

“It appeared inhuman to
ask senior cit izens to
physically prove that they are
alive to receive their pension,”
he said, adding that the
government turned this
challenge into an opportunity
to introduce biometric and
face authentication
technologies for a noble
cause.

The Minister highlighted
that the initiative has evolved
into a global success story,
with the “unique experiment
in governance now being
studied internationally”.

Rahul Gandhi keeps dropping ‘fake’
bombs every day: Haryana Minister

Chandigarh, Haryana’s
Energy Minister Anil Vij on
Wednesday slammed
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
over his “vote theft” assertion,
accusing him of spreading
confusion and attempting to
divide society through his
statements.

“Rahul Gandhi keeps
dropping fake bombs every
day. I want to tell him that
before making such baseless
statements, he should inform
the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) how
many bombs he possesses
and how many atom bombs,
how many hydrogen bombs,
and how many fake bombs.
He continues to make
allegations without any factual
basis,” said Vij.

Responding to Rahul’s
statement about the Indian
Army, Minister Vij said such
comments are not only an
insult to the Army but also an
attempt to divide the nation
along caste and community
lines. He said, “Rahul Gandhi

repeatedly makes statements
that divide and weaken the
country. But the truth is that
we are all one, we are all
Indians, we are all
Hindustanis. His goal seems to
be to divide people into
different sections and make
them clash with each other,
which is extremely
unfortunate.”

On Rahul’s claim that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
cannot form a government
anywhere without vote theft,
Vij said, “Modi-ji does not
indulge in vote theft. Every BJP
government is formed with

honesty, transparency, and
public trust. By making such
unsubstantiated statements,
Rahul Gandhi is questioning
the integrity of the nation’s
democratic institutions.”

On the Brazilian woman
who voted 22 times at 10
different polling booths in
Haryana, the Cabinet Minister
called this claim completely
baseless.

“Mistakes in voter rolls can
happen, but if a woman voted
multiple times, why didn’t the
polling agent stop her?”

Commenting on
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav’s corruption
allegations against the BJP, Vij
said, “Akhilesh Yadav should
first look at the scams during
his own tenure. Everyone
knows what happened during
Lalu Prasad Yadav’s rule.
Rahul Gandhi even brought a
convicted person on stage and
showcased him; this clearly
shows the hypocrisy and
double standards of these
political parties.”

Three Maoists reportedly killed in Bijapur
encounter; search operation underway

Raipur,  In a fresh flare-
up of anti-Maoist operations,
security forces in Chhattisgarh
have reportedly killed three
Maoist insurgents during an
ongoing encounter in the
dense forests of Bijapur
district.

The clash erupted on
Wednesday in the Tarlaguda
region, near the border of
Telangana, where joint teams
of police and paramilitary
forces are conducting combing
operations, police sources
said.

While official confirmation
is awaited, sources suggest
that the bodies of three
Maoists have been recovered
and weapons seized from the
site. The encounter is said to
be taking place in the forested
stretches between Annaram
and Marimalla villages, areas

known for Maoist activity and
difficult terrain.

Police teams remain
deployed in the jungle, and the
operation was still active as of
Wednesday evening.

Intelligence inputs had
earlier indicated movement of
armed cadres in the region,
prompting a swift response

from the District Reserve
Guard and Special Task Force
units.

A statement was issued in
the afternoon that “several
contingents of security forces
are actively engaged in
operations in the Bijapur area.
At present, the situation is
completely normal during the
operation. Any information on
significant outcome related to
the operation will be provided
in due course.”

Preliminary reports
indicate that the Maoists may
have belonged to local area
committees operating along
the inter-state border.

The seizure of arms and
ammunition suggests the
presence of a well-armed
group, possibly tasked with
disrupting ongoing
development efforts in the
region.

This incident comes amid
intensified counter-insurgency
efforts by both the state and
central governments.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah recently reiterated the
Centre’s commitment to
eradicating Maoism from India
by March 2026.

Haryana Police launch drive to hunt gunmen and
absconders; DGP warns, ‘surrender or face tough action’
New Delhi, Haryana DGP

O.P. Singh on Wednesday
launched “Operation Track
Down”, a statewide police
drive aimed at hunting down
notorious gunmen, habitual
offenders and absconders,
and warned those carrying
firearms to surrender or face
tough legal action.   Speaking
exclusively to IANS in
Panchkula, the DGP said that
the campaign was born out of
concern that impressionable
youth, inspired by films and
social-media reels, were
glamorising crime.

“They don’t realise the
consequences of firing a gun
— we must tell them this is

not fun,” he said. The DGP said
the Special Task Force (STF)
and district police would jointly
identify and target the most
notorious faces.

“From each police station,
five of the most infamous will
be identified, at the district
level, 10 such faces, while the
STF will track down 20,” Singh

said, outlining a phased, 15-
day operation.

He added that the STF has
compiled a database of
roughly 30,000 names, of
which around 1,500-2,000
individuals who have fired at
least one shot will be
prioritised for action.

Singh warned repeat
offenders would be booked
under organised crime
provisions that could keep
them behind bars for one to
two years without bail. He also
said police would seize
properties of convicted
criminals and house them in
government facilities at state
expense.

BJD hits out at
Odisha govt on

farmer
exclusion and

Cyclone Montha
relief delay

Bhubaneswar, The main
opposition Biju Janata
Dal(BJD) on Wednesday
lashed out at the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led Odisha
Government, reacting to a
letter written by Bargarh BJP
MP Pradip Purohit to Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi.

In his letter, Purohit urged
the Chief Minister to include
5,000 farmers from his
constituency who were left out
of the paddy procurement
registration process and also
sought compensation for
farmers affected by Cyclone
Montha.

Speaking to IANS, Senior
Biju Janata Dal(BJD) leader
and the party spokesperson
Lenin Mohanty said the BJD
has repeatedly raised
concerns over the exclusion of
thousands of farmers from the
procurement process, which
the state government has
failed to address.

“It’s not just about 5,000
farmers. Thousands across
Odisha have been left out due
to faulty registration
procedures and technical
glitches,” he stated.

He criticised the
government’s handling of the
paddy procurement and
fertiliser distribution system,
calling it “harassing and
mismanaged.”

“Farmers are standing in
queues for hours and even
days because of poor
coordination and technical
hurdles. The system needs
urgent reform to make it
easier for cult ivators,”
Mohanty said.

Taking a dig at the
Agriculture Minister, he
added, “The Minister seems
more interested in promoting
dragon fruit cultivation than
resolving the plight of lakhs
of paddy farmers in western
Odisha. The government
must immediately include the
left-out farmers or face
protests.”
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