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UttAR PRADESH

State to procure paddy
worth ~14,000 crore
ViRENDRA SiNGH RAwAt
Lucknow, 23October

TheUttarPradeshgovernment isplan-
ning to purchase 6million tonnes (Mt)
of paddy in the current Kharifmarket-
ing season 2025–26 worth around
~14,000crore.
For the current season, the mini-

mumsupportprice(MSP)forpaddyhas
been hiked to ~2,369 per quintal (100
kg) for the commonvariety and~2,389
per quintal for Grade A, compared to
~2,300perquintaland~2,320perquin-
tal respectively lastyear.
Whileprocurementof paddybegan

inthewesternUPdistrictsonOctober1,
theprocesswill commenceonNovem-
ber 1 in theeasternUPregion.
“Thepaddyprocurementunderthe

MSP mechanism would continue till
January31andFebruary28,2026inthe
western UP and eastern UP districts
respectively,”a seniorofficial said.
Meanwhile, the government has

introduced anOTP-based single regis-
trationsystemtoenablefarmerstoreg-
ister seamlessly using their mobile
phones. The registration of farmers is
mandatory for participation in the
MSP-based procurement process,
which also entails the Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) of cash to Aadhaar-

linkedbankaccountswithin48hours.
Toensuretransparencyandelimin-

atemiddlemen, procurementwill only
bedone throughbiometricverification
using e-POP (Electronic Point of Pur-
chase)devices.
Moreover, the Yogi government

gives priority to small farmers so that
they do not resort to distress sales or
face impedimentsatpurchasecentres.
InUP,thethreecashcrops—paddy,

wheat,andsugarcane—arevitalforthe
growth of the agricultural sector, the
livelihood of the farming community,
andthe foodprocessing industry.
The state is also encouraging

farmers to cultivate other cash crops
such as pulses, oilseeds, andnutri-cer-
eals or ‘ShreeAnna’, since India largely
depends on costly imports to meet
domesticdemand.

cHHAttiSGARH

Bhilai Steel Plant
conducts captive
5G network trial
R KRiSHNA DAS
Raipur, 23 October

BhilaiSteelPlant,theChhattisgarh-basedarm
of the state-run Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL), recently became the first
public-sector undertaking (PSU) to success-
fullyconductthefirst-evercaptive5Gnetwork
trial.
Thismarksasignificantsteptowardsnext-

generation industrial connectivity and auto-
mation. The initiativewasundertakenby the
telecommunications department of BSP, in
collaboration with the Indian Institute of
Technology(IIT),Delhi.
Aspokespersonforthesteelplantsaidthat

during an assessment of the premises, itwas
observedthatduetoheavymetallicstructures
and high noise levels within the shop area,
both mobile and walkie-talkie signals were
weak, leading todifficulties in effective com-
munication and impacting operational per-
formance.Afterdetaileddeliberations,a joint
decision was taken to conduct a trial of the
captive 5Gnetwork equipment developedby
IITDelhiwithintheSMS-3area.
Thecaptive5Gnetworkwasalsoutilisedto

establishwirelessconnectivitybetweenCCTV
camerasandcomputers.
The IITDelhi teamfurther recommended

a more extensive round of high-intensity
testing to be carried out during their
upcomingvisit.

Eightminesmaybecomeoperational this yr
ANiL SHARMA
Jaipur, 23 October

Rajasthan aims to get eight
major mineral mines oper-
ational this year andhasasked
government departments to
give permissions, including
environmental clearance, on
priority, said a senior civil ser-
vant.Thestate iscommittedto
bringingauctionedmajormin-
eral mines into operation

quickly,saidTRavikantprinci-
pal secretary for mines and
petroleum.Twominesbecame
operational earlier this year
and efforts are being made to
issue environment clearances
foreightmore.
Making mines operational

will lead to Rajasthan getting
an incentive of ~300 crore
under a central government
assistancescheme.Themoney
will help the state in seeking

investments in mining,
employment, and revenue
generation, saidRavikant.
Rajasthan earned ~9,228

crore from mining in FY25 —
almost 24 per cent more from
the previous year and among
thetoprevenuesources.Itaims
to collect ~12,980 crore as
mining revenue in FY26. Gov-
ernment officials have been
asked to focus on collecting
mining arrears and impose

penalties for illegal mining,
saidanofficial.
Thestateproduces22major

and36minormineralsandit is
the country’s sole producer of
lead, zinc, wollastonite, sele-
nite, calcite, and gypsum. In
2024itannouncedapolicythat
aims to expandmining’s con-
tribution to the state’s gross
domestic product from3.4 per
cent to 5 per cent by FY30 and
6-8percentbyFY47.

RAJAStHAN

Modi set to joinAseanevent
virtually,won’tmeetTrump
Jaishankar to lead delegation forMalaysia summit onOctober 27
ARcHiS MoHAN
NewDelhi, 23 October

Endingdaysofspeculationoverapossible
meetingwithUSPresidentDonaldTrump
on the margins of the East Asia Summit
(EAS)inKualaLumpur,India’sMinistryof
External Affairs said on Thursday that
PrimeMinister (PM) NarendraModi will
not travel to theMalaysiancapital.
The MEA said that the PM will “vir-

tually attend” the annual Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean)-India
meeting on October 26, while External
AffairsMinisterSJaishankarwillrepresent
himat theEASonOctober27.
On Thursday morning, in a social

media post, the PM said he had a phone
conversationwithhisMalaysian counter-
part,AnwarIbrahim,andwas lookingfor-
ward to joining the Asean-India summit
virtually.
In his Facebook post, Ibrahim said

Modi had informed him that he would
attendthesummitonlinesincethe“Deep-
avali festivalwas still being celebrated” in
India. Thephone call took place onWed-
nesdayevening.
SourcesattributedModi’sinabilityto

attendthemeetingsinKualaLumpurto
scheduling conflicts. Thiswill be only
thesecondoccasionsince2014 that the
PM will not attend the EAS. The then
VicePresidentJagdeepDhankharrepre-

sented thePMat theEAS inPhnomPenh
inNovember2022.
Trump is among severalworld leaders

attending the EAS, along with Canadian
PMMarkCarney andBrazilian President
Luiz InácioLuladaSilva.
India and theUS are currently negoti-

ating a trade deal, having narrowed their
differences substantially. The White
Househas beenpressing India to curb its
purchases of Russian oil, withNewDelhi
not disputing Trump’s claim that it has
agreedtoreducethesepurchasestonearly
zerobyyear-end.
However, as evident from the Prime

Minister’sOffice (PMO) readout ofModi’s
latest phone callwithTrumponWednes-
day, the two sides disagree on Trump’s
claim that he mediated a ceasefire
betweenIndiaandPakistan.
On Wednesday, the PMO said Modi

thanked Trump for his Diwali greetings
and “reiterated India’s unwavering com-
mitment to combating terrorismand fos-
tering international cooperation”. On X,

Modiposted:“Onthisfestivalof
lights, may our two great

democracies con-
tinue to illuminate
the world with
hope and stand
united against
terrorism in all
its forms.”
In contrast,

speaking to the
media onWed-

nesdaymorning (India time), Trumpsaid
thetwodiscussedtrade, India’spurchases
ofRussianoil,andIndia’smilitaryconflict
with Pakistan. Official sources in New
Delhi later clarified that Pakistanwasnot
discussedduringthecall.
On Thursday morning, Trump

repeatedhisclaimthatIndiahasagreedto
“stop” buying oil fromRussia andwould
reduce purchases to “almost nothing” by
year-end.Headdedthat it isaprocessand
willtaketime.“India,asyouknow,hastold
me they are going to stop… It’s a process.
Youcan’t juststop…Bytheendoftheyear,
they’ll bedowntoalmostnothing, almost
40 per cent of the oil. Spoke to PMModi
yesterday.They’vebeenabsolutelygreat,”
hetoldreportersat theWhiteHouse.
Trump also claimed that tariffs have

helped prevent conflicts. “I solved eight
wars.Of theeight,fiveor sixwerebecause
of tariffs,” he said. He added that he told
India and Pakistan, “If youwant to fight,
that’s okay. But you’re going topay tariffs.
Two days later, they called up and said
they’re not going to fight anymore. They
havepeace.”
TheAsean-IndiameetingsandtheEAS

arescheduledforOctober26and27,coinci-
ding with the Chhath festival in poll-
boundBihar.
ModiandTrumplastmetonFebruary

13 inWashington,DC. Theyhavenotmet
at any multilateral summits or events
sincethen. WiththeQuadSummit,which
India was scheduled to host, unlikely to
take place this year, the chances of their
meetingduring the remainderof theyear
remainslim.
ThePMislikelytotravel toJohannes-

burg for the G20 Summit onNovember
22-23, while Trump has already
announced he will not attend, citing
South Africa’s “very bad policies”,
including landredistribution.

Newethanol supply tender slammedby industry
SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
NewDelhi, 23 October

The recent allocation of etha-
nol by Oil Marketing Com-
panies (OMCs) for the 2025-26
supply year against a tender of
10.50 billion litres has drawn
flak from both grain ethanol
makers as well as those who
produce ethanol from sugar-
caneforavarietyof reasons.
While the Grain Ethanol

Manufacturers Association
(Gema) on Thursday ques-

tioned the allocation policy
saying that it has left surplus
zones unrepresented, the
Indian Sugar and Bio-Energy
Manufacturers Association
(Isma), in its statement issued
earlier said limited allocation
for ethanol produced from
sugarcanewouldhave serious
negative impactonthesector.
A fewdaysback,OMCshad

floated a tender for supply of
around 10.50 billion litres of
ethanol for the 2025-26 supply
year that will start from

November. The supplies were
formeeting theCentre’s 20per
centblendingtarget.
Against this, offers of 17.76

billion litres from distilleries
were received, which was
reflectiveof the surplus capac-
ity inthesector.
Gema said a serious imbal-

ance in the ethanol procure-
mentprocessisthreateningthe
viability of hundreds of exist-
ingdistilleries.
It added that industry

players are raising concerns

about themethodology,which
has favoured new entrants in
deficit zones while sidelining
operational unitswith surplus
capacity.
Gema saidwhile thepolicy

appears tosupport localsourc-
ing, the allocation methodol-
ogy bypasses distilleries that
were established with under-
standings such as Long-Term
Offtake Agreements (LTOAs),
whichwould deprive over 350
grain-based ethanol units of
freshorders.

(Look forward to joining the
aSean-india Summit virtuaLLy,
and to further deepening
of the aSean-india
ComprehenSive
StrategiC
partnerShip)
PMNarendraModi, on X
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