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Gujarat made an unforgettable
impression at the Global Wildlife Fair

AHmedabad, The Gujarat
pavilion showcased the state’s
most iconic wildlife
experiences — from tracking
Asiatic lions in Gir, to birding
safaris in Kutch, and migratory
spectacles in Velavadar and
Nalsarovar. Exhibitors also
highlighted immersive village
tourism, craft-based
livelihoods, and authentic

cultural experiences that
contribute to Gujarat's growing
popularity among responsible
travelers. International
tourism delegates described
Gujarat as “a destination with
depth and discovery”, noting
its mix of large mammals,
vibrant birdlife, and unique
ecosystems that appeal
strongly to wildlife-focused
itineraries. Five key Gujarat
representatives were
honoured with top ecotourism
and wildlife awards at the
Fair: Eesha Munshi – Naturalist
of the Year, Urmil Jhaveri –
Wildlife Photography Award,
Jumma Bhai – Birder’s Award,
Dr. Dhaval Vargiya – Wildlife
Personality of the Year,
Shabbir Malek – Lifetime
Achievement Award. These
recognitions highlighted the
crucial role of naturalists,
photographers, bird guides,
and local communities who
enrich visitor experiences
across Gujarat. (13-9)

Misri Movie: Where Pottery,
Photography, and Passion Intertwine

Ahmedabad: Directed by
Kushal M. Naik, Misri is a
refreshing romantic drama
that beautifully blends love,
art, and emotion. Manasi
Parekh and Raunaq Kamdar
deliver sincere performances

as Pooja, a pottery artist, and
Arjun, a photographer, whose
creative worlds collide and
hearts connect. The film
stands out for its realism —
no over-the-top drama, just
genuine feelings portrayed
through subtle storytelling,
poetic visuals, and meaningful
music. Kushal Naik’s direction
focuses on moments rather
than melodrama, making it
relatable for modern audiences
while staying rooted in Gujarati
sensibilities. While the pace
may feel slow for some, Misri
shines with authenticity,
emotional depth, and visual
elegance — a soulful addition
to Gujarati cinema’s growing
list of heartfelt stories. Rating:
(4 Stars).  (19-10)

Cinépolis' tribute to Shah Rukh
Khan brings iconic films

Ahmedabad, Cinépolis
India, the country's first
international and one of its
leading multiplex chains, is
celebrating Bollywood
superstar Shah Rukh Khan's
legacy in cinema with a special
tribute. Starting October 31,
the Sharukh Khan Film Festival
will screen seven of his most
loved films across 24 cities in
India. The festival features a
nostalgic line-up spanning
SRK's journey from Kabhi Haan
Kabhi Naa and Devdas to Om
Shanti Om, Chennai Express,
and Jawan. Running through
the first week of November, it
invites fans to relive their
favourite SRK moments on the
big screen where his legacy
truly shines. "Few actors have
shaped Indian cinema like
Shah Rukh Khan. With this
festival, we want to celebrate
his legacy by recreating the
shared joy of watching his
films together on the big
screen. At Cinépolis, we
believe every screening should

feel like an experience, from
premium formats to curated
dining, and this celebration is
about bringing that immersive
magic back to audiences
across the country," said
Devang Sampat, Managing
Director, Cinépolis India. The
festival will feature the actor's
iconic films including, Main
Hoon Na, Devdas, Kabhi Haan
Kabhi Naa, Dil Se, Om Shanti
Om, Chennai Express, and
Jawan. (19-10)

Precision Oncology: Personalising
Cancer Care for Better Outcomes

Ahmedabad, Twenty years
ago, diagnosis of stage-4
cancers, were widely regarded
as a death sentence. Today,
advancements in precision
oncology and personalised
care have completely changed
that perception. By matching
treatment to the tumor’s
specific mutations and
characteristics, clinicians in
selected cases can now
convert an otherwise
uniformly lethal disease into
one that is manageable over
several months to even years
says Dr. Vaibhav Choudhary,
Director Medical & Precision
Oncology, Nanavati Max Super

Speciality Hospital, Mumbai.
Precision oncology focuses on
two aspects; causes of the
tumor’s formation and spread
in a particular patient. The
answer lies in advanced
diagnostic testing for
molecular markers and
specific mutations or
‘signatures’ within the cancer.
If the clinicians are able to
identify a biomarker, they
select therapies designed to
target these anomaliesrather
than having a uniform line of
treatment for all advanced
cancers.  Today, a large
number of patients with stage-
4 cancers, can benefit from
targeted therapy,
immunotherapy, or an
evidence-based combination
of the two. Targeted therapies
focus on the mutations or
pathways that trigger the
growth of the tumour and
Immunotherapy helps the body
build its own defences to
identify and attack cancer cells.
Depending on the patients
tumour characteristics, these
approaches are employed
together or alongside other
treatments for optimal
results. (13-9)

Global road safety body IRF
welcomes MoRTH move

Ahmedabad,  International
Road Federation (IRF) a global
road safety body working for
better and safer roads
worldwide has welcomed Mr
Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister
for  Road Transport and
Highways (MoRTH) recent
announcement to install QR
code on every major road
project   and termed it as a
bold new transparency push
and a major step towards
participatory governance.

“The bold new
transparency and visionary
initiative to introduce QR
codes for improving the
quality and monitoring of
Indian roads marks a
significant milestone in the

nation’s journey towards
creating a more transparent,
accountable, and technology-
driven infrastructure
management system. By
enabling real-time tracking of
road construction quality and
maintenance, this initiative
will go a long way in ensuring
durability, safety, and long-
term sustainability of India’s
road network.” Said Mr K K
Kapila, President Emeritus,
International Road Federation
(IRF) who also heads The
Intercontinental Consultants
and Technocrats (ICT) a road
infra company in a
congratulatory letter written
to the Union MoRTH Minister.
“This innovative step by the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways truly reflects
the Government of India’s
dedication to enhancing the
quality, transparency, and
efficiency of road
infrastructure development—
a move that will greatly benefit
citizens and the economy
alike.” Said Mr Kapila. (1-7)

Smartworks Signs Agreement for
the Flexible Workspace Campus

Ahmedabad, Smartworks
Coworking Spaces Limited
(“Smartworks” or “the
Company”), India’s largest
managed office platform by
total area under
management, has achieved a
new milestone with the
License of over 8,15,000 sq.
ft. at Eastbridge, Mumbai —
a marquee commercial
development by Regalia
Office Parks Private Limited,
the commercial office division
of the Niranjan Hiranandani
Group, in Vikhrol i (W).
Eastbridge is the world’s
largest managed off ice
campus and the biggest -
ever leased globally by a
managed workspace
provider, underscoring
Smartworks’ category
leadership. Smartworks
continues to beat its own
leasing record and today
boasts of 6 office campuses
pan India with area of over 5

lac square feet each.
Strategically located on LBS
Marg in one of Mumbai’s most
dynamic business corridors, the
campus is scheduled to go live
in Q4 of CY 2026. It offers
seamless connectivity via the
Central Railway line to Vikhroli
station, Jogeshwari–Vikhroli Link
Road (JVLR) connecting both
the Eastern and Western
Express Highways, an
upcoming metro line improving
access across multiple
junctions, and a planned flyover
from LBS Marg to the Eastern
Express Highway. (19-10)

Afghan foreign minister in Delhi: A
tactical thaw in India–Taliban relations

Afghan Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi’s eight-day
visit to New Delhi (October 9–
16) is more than a diplomatic
formality—it’s a calculated
geopolitical message. This is
the first high-level Taliban
engagement with India since
the group’s return to power in
2021, made possible only after
the United Nations granted a
temporary waiver to the travel
ban that otherwise restricts
Taliban officials.

The timing is as significant
as the visit itself. The global
order is in flux, and India’s
foreign policy establishment is
recalibrating its regional
posture with quiet precision.
In that larger backdrop,
Muttaqi’s visit represents a
moment of tactical re-
engagement between two old
partners separated by history,
ideology, and circumstance.

India’s Tactical
Reengagement

India has always sought a
stable and friendly
Afghanistan. Yet after the US
withdrawal in August 2021,
maintaining an embassy in
Kabul became untenable.
Pakistan’s intelligence agency
ISI would have targeted Indian
diplomats and sabotaged New
Delhi’s presence. Prudence
dictated withdrawal—but not
disengagement.

Now, India is returning to
the Afghan equation in
measured steps. This
outreach is neither recognition
nor endorsement; it is careful
calibration. New Delhi’s
approach is to preserve
influence while not unsettling
its partnerships with the US
and Europe, which also have
transactional relationships.
The visit by Muttaqi fits
perfectly into that playbook—
a slow thaw rather than a bold
reset.

The Taliban’s Motives:
Breaking Isolation

For the Taliban, this trip is
about more than diplomacy.
Afghanistan cannot afford

isolation—it lacks both
resources and recognition.
The regime survives on nearly
$8 billion in external support
channelled annually through
the United Nations, mostly
funded by the US and other
Western donors. That
dependence provides them
considerable leverage.

But Kabul also knows that
overreliance on Western aid
and Pakistan’s goodwill is
unsustainable. Engaging India
allows the Taliban to diversify
its options, gain some
international legitimacy, and
signal autonomy from
Islamabad’s influence. In
many ways, Muttaqi’s visit is
Afghanistan’s attempt to
escape the strategic cul-de-
sac it finds itself in.

Engaging the Taliban need
not mean endorsing them—it
means recognising the
geography and history of
Afghanistan, both being
crucial.

India’s Soft Power
Advantage

India’s real strength in
Afghanistan has always been
emotional, not military. From
Bollywood to cricket, from the
Salma Dam to hospitals built
with Indian aid, New Delhi
earned a reputation for
generosity and friendship. The
“Kabuliwallah” image still
resonates deeply in Afghan
hearts, although the abrupt
stoppage of visas did set back
many Afghan citizens midway
in their education and careers.

That goodwill must now be
revived. Instead of ideological
sermons on governance or
gender, India should rely on
human connections.
Expanding medical, study, and
academic visas, completing
pending educational
commitments, and restarting
small development projects
are practical and persuasive
tools of engagement.

Welcoming a few Afghan
military cadets back to India’s
military academies—where

they trained for decades—
would be another quiet but
symbolic gesture. Such steps
reinforce trust without
implying political recognition.
Influence grows best when it
is built through people.

The American Variable:
The Bagram Factor

No Afghan conversation is
complete without the
American angle. While US
troops may have left, its
strategic interests in the
region persist. If President
Trump’s Gaza Plan shows
early success—as he will
surely claim—he may feel
emboldened to reassert a
physical foothold in Central
Asia, beginning with Bagram
Air Base.

Bagram is no ordinary
facility. It offers surveillance
reach over the Pamirs,
Xinjiang, and even parts of
Iran. For a global power, that
kind of real estate is tempting.
But operating it would be
logistically complex and costly,
requiring Taliban assurances
for security and ground
access.

India’s position should
remain carefully nuanced. We
historically welcomed limited
US presence as a
counterweight to Pakistan’s
wayward impulses. But for
now, it may be prudent for the
US to remain away from
Afghan soil—not through loud
objection, but through subtle
restraint. Overenthusiastic
support could antagonise the
Taliban and complicate India’s
own diplomatic opening. Quiet
caution is the wiser choice.
We do not want the current
equilibrium in the Pamirs
region being upset at a time
when the geopolitical
environment of the entire
world is in turmoil.

Regional Optics: The
China–Pakistan Gaze

China and Pakistan will
both view Muttaqi’s India trip
through the prism of their
strategic anxieties. Beijing
wants Afghanistan to fit neatly
into its Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) grid while keeping
Uighur militancy in check.
Pakistan wants to retain
influence in Kabul but finds
itself at odds with a Taliban
that no longer dances entirely

to its tune.
Muttaqi’s presence in Delhi

sends an unmistakable
message: the Taliban want

alternatives. For India, that’s
an opportunity. Every inch of
diplomatic space Kabul claims
outside Islamabad’s shadow is
a gain for India. Even symbolic
engagement subtly shifts the
regional balance.

Think Tanks, Trust, and
Quiet Persuasion

During his stay, Muttaqi will
l ikely meet not just
government officials but also
India’s think tanks and
scholars—long seen as
Afghan-friendly and open-
minded. These informal
networks play a quiet but
powerful role in shaping

perceptions and policy
narratives.

Reports suggest that
Muttaqi may also undergo
medical treatment while in
India — another understated
but humanising moment. It
demonstrates the trust
Afghans continue to place in
Indian institutions. India,
meanwhile, can use such
engagements to encourage
gradual moderation within the
Taliban’s ideological
framework, especially on
education and women’s rights
— but always through
dialogue.
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