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AI Experiences with Dimensity
9500 Chipset

Ahmedabad, MediaTek, a
leading global fabless
semiconductor company
powering over two billion
connected devices every year,
unveiled its vision for shaping
the future of AI through
cutting-edge strengthening its
technology roadmap,
MediaTek also announced its
collaboration with TSMC to
develop a next-generation
flagship SoC on the enhanced
N2P process, with volume
production expected late next
year. During its exclusive
media briefing, MediaTek
introduced its newest flagship
chipset, the MediaTek
Dimensity 9500, designed to
supercharge the next
generation of flagship 5G

smartphones. The chipset
brings together industry-
leading on-device AI, console-
grade gaming, and
unmatched power efficiency to
redefine mobile performance.
MediaTek highlighted the full
capabilities of the MediaTek
Dimensity 9500 flagship
chipset through a range of
cutting-edge AI and gaming
demos, such as image-to-
image style conversion, 4K-
resolution text-to-image
generation, and the MediaTek
Dimensity 9500’s support for
Unreal Engine technologies
like Mega Light and Nanite,
delivering console-grade real-
time visuals, dynamic lighting,
and AAA-quality detail on
mobile devices. (19-10)

International Solar Alliance to
host the Eighth Session

Ahmedabad, The Eighth
Session of the International
Solar Alliance (ISA) Assembly,
scheduled from 27 to 30
October 2025 at Bharat
Mandapam, New Delhi, will
bring the world together under
one Sun, one vision, and one
shared commitment to solar
energy. Launched by India and
France at COP21 in Paris, ISA
is the largest treaty-based
i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l
organisation from the Global
South, bringing together 124
Member and Signatory
Countries. This high-level
ministerial gathering comes

weeks ahead of COP30 in
Brazil, shaping priorities for
scaling solar energy, unlocking
transformative finance,
charting technology and policy
roadmaps, and building skill
ecosystems to accelerate a
just and inclusive energy
transition. At the curtain-
raiser today, Shri Pralhad
Joshi, Hon'ble Minister of New
and Renewable Energy, GoI,
& President of the ISA
Assembly, said, "Owing to its
clear vision and the
consistent policies, India
achieved its renewable
energy targets five years
ahead of the schedule, crossing
the 50% mark in overall
installed electricity capacity
from non-fossil resources.
Today with approximately 125
GW of solar capacity, India is
the world's third largest solar
producer. (19-10)

Societe Generale expands in India
with the launch of the GIFT City branch

Ahmedabad, Societe
Generale today announced the
launch of a new branch in
Gujarat International Finance
Tec-City (GIFT City), the first
International Financial
Services Centre (IFSC) in
India, reinforcing its
commitment to the Indian
market. The new IFSC
Banking Unit (IBU) will
enhance Societe Generale’s
ability to deliver innovative and
tailored structured finance
solutions and scale up its
support for Indian clients,
particularly in investment-
intensive sectors such as
renewable energy and various

forms of infrastructure,
including roads, transmission,
data centres, technology and
telecommunications. The
branch will be led by Mihir
Baxi, Head of IFSC Banking
Unit, Societe Generale GIFT
City, in addition to his existing
role as Director, Corporate
Coverage, Societe Generale
India. With more than 20
years in banking, Mr. Baxi
brings extensive experience
managing strategic
relationships and transactions
with both Indian and
multinational clients, and a
deep understanding of the
Indian market. (1-7)

Jindal Stainless unveils
lightweight

Ahmedabad, Jindal
Stainless(JSL), India’s leading
stainless steel manufacturer,
yesterday unveiled the
pioneering Salt Tipper Trailer
at its Technical Conclave in
Gujarat, the heart of India’s
salt industry. The integration
of stainless steel in salt trailers
addresses long-standing
challenges of corrosion, lower
durability, shorter lifespan,
and high maintenance costs
for salt logistics players,
offering them lightweight,
corrosion-resistant, energy-
efficient, and sustainable
solutions. The company has
deployed the advanced 304 &
JT (N7 as per BIS 6911
specifications) grades of

stainless steel, known for their
superior corrosion resistance,
fire resistance, and higher
strength and excellent impact,
for building the trailers.
Traditional materials used for
this application are known to
corrode within 3-4 years,
leading to operational
downtime and high repair
costs. In contrast, stainless
steel trailers are estimated to
offer around 25% weight
reduction, which–among
other factors–can result in
cost savings of about INR 25-
30 lakhs over 10 years and an
expected lifespan of about 15-
20 years. This launch builds
on a successful pilot, following
which Jindal Stainless’ Tipper
Trailers have already attracted
strong market interest, with
leading fleet and transport
operators in Gujarat and
Rajasthan evaluating the
trailers for deployment across
their combined fleet.  (18-2)

Appointment of New Office
Bearers in NAREDCO Gujarat

Ahmedabad, The National
Real Estate Development
Council, Gujarat (NAREDCO
Gujarat), announced the
appointment of its new office
bearers for the term 2025-27
during its Annual General
Meeting. The newly appointed
team includes: Mr. Suresh D.
Patel - Chairman, Mr. Yogesh
Bhavsar - President, Mr. N. K.
Patel - Chairman Emeritus, Mr.
Sanjay Jain - Senior Vice
President, Mr. Virendra Patel

and Mr. Haresh Vasani - Vice
Presidents, Mr. Deepak S.
Patel - Hon. Secretary, Mr.
Robin Goenka - Treasurer, Mr.
Sunil Patwari and Mr. Bhupesh
Patel - Joint Secretaries.
Additionally, Mr. Sarang Jain
has been appointed as the
President of NAREDCO Gujarat
NextGen, and Mrs. Dimple
Goenka has been appointed as
the President of NAREDCO
Gujarat Mahi (Women's
Wing). –

Toshiba to Deploy EtaPRO™ AI-
Driven Monitoring System

Ahmedabad, Toshiba
Energy Systems & Solutions
Corporation (Toshiba) today
announced that Toshiba JSW
Power Systems Private Ltd.
(Toshiba JSW), its Indian
subsidiary for engineering,
manufacturing, and servicing
power plant equipment, has
signed a contract with NTPC
Limited, India's state-owned
power generation company, for
the provision of a centralized
monitoring system for 165
thermal and renewable energy
power plants owned and
operated by NTPC or its joint
ventures, including plants
currently at the planning stage.

"Toshiba JSW is driving
digital transformation in power
generation with EtaPRO, an IoT

platform that enhances plant
efficiency and reliability," said
Daisuke Murata, Managing
Director of Toshiba JSW. "With
this latest order from our
esteemed customer, NTPC, we
are proud to contribute to
India's energy transformation
journey by delivering efficient
solutions, embracing digital
innovation, and reinforcing
manufacturing excellence.
Through Make in India, and
strong Toshiba Group
collaboration, Toshiba JSW will
continue to support sustainable
and resilient energy
infrastructure in India." This
contract marks NTPC's first
deployment of a plant
monitoring solution of this kind.
Scheduled to commence
operation in spring 2027, the
system will also integrate
EtaPRO™, Toshiba's advanced
plant monitoring software,
which has a proven track record
and currently supports 763 GW
of power generation capacity in
more than 60 countries
worldwide.(19-10)

Seizing the moment: Why India must build its own IT innovation hubs
India has long lamented its

‘Brain Drain’ from the Indian
Institutes of Technology
(IITs), in particular. The
Indian taxpayer has
subsidised top-class technical
higher education, right from
the days we could ill afford
it, only to see the entire highly
talented class of graduates
make a bee-line for the US.
This is also true of our
doctors and nurses.

There, at the fabled El
Dorado, our IT people have
had challenging opportunities,
excellent pay and perquisites,
and a high standard of living.
This has gone on for decades.
In India, IT companies like
Infosys and TCS among a
host of others have also
blossomed alongside and
contributed handsomely to
India’s software exports.

Now all this may have to
change, at least for new
aspirants for the H1B visa,
because the Trump
administration has put a
$100,000 fee on it. The
existing visa holders (nearly
80 per cent of all H1B visas
are held by Indians) can
continue and renew them
without additional charges,
beyond the nominal rates
applied at present.

This $100,000, if it
remains unchanged, puts a
virtual ban on new applicants.
It is an amount neither the
individual nor his sponsoring
company, either in India or
the US, can afford. However,
if the intent is to force the
hiring of American citizens
instead, the IT companies
may have a difficult time of
it, because there are not
many with the requisite skill
sets.

Some American and
European companies already
operate design hubs, data
mining, back-office and other
types of centres in India. But
before this new hundred-fold
increase in visa charges, most
American companies ran their
Centres of Innovation in
America, but largely using
top-grade Indian talent.

Because of this dominant
global structure imposed by
the biggest buyers of the
resultant software, Indians
ended up doing much of the
basic IT work via what has
been derisively cal led
technical coolie work. Indian
companies have thus far
avoided competing with
Innovation Centres of their

own. These could have come
up quite easily in India, and
will no doubt do so now. They
can also sprout in nearby
offshore locations, with liberal
tax laws and excel lent
infrastructure, such as the
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

India now has a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) with
the UAE from 2022, which can
greatly assist swift
cooperation and collaboration
for such Innovation Centres.

Artif ic ial Intel l igence
development is changing the
entire IT landscape, as the
next step up from
s e m i c o n d u c t o r s / c h i p
manufacturing and use, with
its revolutionary abilities and
cost-saving applications,
needs vast amounts of
electrici ty. So does the
semiconductors and chip
development industry getting
started in a big way in India,
in addition to large amounts
of water, and of course, rare
earth mineral products such
as ‘magnets’. But AI, while
essential ly using
semiconductors/chips, can
constantly improve their
capability and quality.

Rare Earth mineral
development and its products
are also being fast-tracked in
India from mining onwards.
But right now, it relies on
imports from current
monopolist China. Neither the
semiconductor/chips nor AI
can function without rare
earth products. India is now
more than willing to take the
comprehensive plunge and
just as it has obtained
collaborators from Taiwan
and South Korea for chips and
semiconductor manufacture,
supported by huge
government incentives under
generous PLI schemes, there
is no reason why the same
can’t be done for the
development of Technical
Innovation in IT.

India can also offer long-
term visas to Europeans,
Americans, Taiwanese,
Japanese, Koreans and
technical Chinese to set up on
their own. We could also
collaborate with the Chinese
in China and learn rare earth
technology, chip magnet
manufacturing and probably
cyber protection. They want
Indian technical talent and
are offering visas. India’s
major advantage is this large
pool of technical personnel
that could be employed in the

Indian Innovation Centres
and elsewhere. Germany and
China may have been quick
off the mark, but there will
be many others such as
Canada and Britain wanting to
employ Indians for their
technical expertise and ease
with the English language.

With ongoing economic
reforms, a robust economy,
and the growth of India as a
manufacturing and
investment destination, the
possibilities are indeed great.

Internally, lowering of GST
rates, income tax rates, hike
in government pensions and
salaries, are collectively
setting off a consumer boom
to counter the US tariff wars.
We can see a flash growth
already in automobile sales
right at the beginning of the
festive season. Rate cuts in
repo interest by the RBI based
on low inflation and a
reduced trade deficit are
stimulating private sector
investment. This includes the
MSME sector that employs
large numbers. There is
greater consumer spending
as intended. News reports
indicate there is a likelihood
of allowing greater foreign
investment in Indian banks in
the near future.

In short, things are
accelerating in the Indian
economy. Present threats to
labour-intensive employment
because of high US tariffs will
probably resolve soon.

FTAs with the EU and
indeed the US may both be
in place by the end of this
calendar year 2025. From 50
per cent tariffs imposed by
the US we may be down to
about 10-15 per cent with an
interim trade agreement in
hand as well. The Innovation
Centres that India may soon
set up will contribute to the
immense demands of the
domestic market let alone
export. That will interest
foreign investors because
few such opportunities exist
now. AI could contribute
substantially to spending even
as it improves efficiency and
profits. India’s stress on
aatmanirbhar Make in India is
the leitmotif.

This is being seized upon
by a large number of foreign
companies who regard it as
their way into the vast Indian
market. In addition, there is
the consumption of the huge
domestic defence industry.
Companies off the starting
block with MROs,
collaborations, technology
transfers include Dassault
and Airbus from Europe,
Embraer from Brazil, GE from
the US, Rolls Royce from the
UK, Russian defence
companies. An FTA with the
UK and another with four
countries in Europe including
Switzerland already exist.

 There is a lot of

collaboration in missile and
drone technology with Israel
in addition to substantial
imports as well.

Submarine technology is
coming into collaboration with
France and Germany. Other
aircraft companies such as
Boeing, Airbus, Rafale
(Dassault), and Lockheed
Martin are also sourcing parts
and components from India
and its private sector
independently.

AI can greatly help the
semiconductors and chip
industry, the electronic space,
the automotive industry
including electric cars,
alternative energy, fuel
refining and distribution,

lubricants, nuclear energy,
infrastructure, including
roads, tunnels, airports,
dredging, dams, canals,
railways and civil aviation,
UAVs, drones, chemicals,
fertilizers, ISRO and space,
machines used in
manufacture themselves.
Then there is food
production, afforestation,
conservat ion, animal
welfare, indeed value
addition of various sorts to
almost every endeavour. The
sky is the limit in India and
IT Innovation Centres can
contribute massively to it all.
If we get it right, we can do
it all for ourselves and export
our cutting-edge know-how

too.
Commercial shipbuilding

is attracting big investments
from South Korea, Japan and
others. Modern ports are
developing at a fast pace
including container-handling
deep water ports. Offshore
drilling for large oil reserves
off the Andaman Islands
offers great prospects. The
electronics sector is not only
attracting major American
companies like Intel and
Apple but also Samsung of
Korea. And all are committed
to Make in India. The
question is not really about
the potential. It is about how
quickly India can move to
seize the day.

Jamnagar


