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Cabinet okays 4 multi-tracking railway
projects worth Rs 24,634 crore

New Delhi, The Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA), chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
on Tuesday approved four
multi-tracking railway projects
with an investment of Rs
24,634 crore across four
states.

The four projects covering
18 districts across
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat, and
Chhattisgarh will increase the
existing network of Indian
Railways by about 894 kms.

The projects include
Wardha-Bhusawal - 3rd and
4th line - 314 kms
(Maharashtra); Gondia-
Dongargarh - 4th line - 84 kms
(Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh); Vadodara-
Ratlam - 3rd and 4th line - 259
kms (Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh) and Itarsi-Bhopal -
Bina 4th line – 237 kms
(Madhya Pradesh), according
to an official statement.

The projects will enhance
connectivity to around 3,633
villages with a population of
about 85.84 lakh and include
the two Aspirational Districts
of Vidisha and Rajnandgao.
The new lines will provide
seamless connectivity for
movement of people, goods,
and services and significantly
improve the operational
efficiency and service
reliability for Indian Railways.

These multi-tracking
proposals are poised to
streamline operations and
alleviate congestion on the
Indian Railway network. The
projects are in line with PM
Modi’s vision of a New India
which will make people of the

Chennai, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister and DMK president
M.K. Stalin will participate in
an all-party demonstration
organised by the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) in
Chennai on October 8, calling
for an end to what organisers
have described as “genocide”
in Gaza and urged the Union
government to cancel all
agreements with Israel.

The protest, to be held
near the Rajarathinam
Stadium in Egmore at 10 a.m.
will be led by CPI(M) state
secretary P. Shanmugam. The
event is aimed at drawing
attention to the ongoing
humanitarian crisis in Gaza,
where, according to figures
cited by the organisers, more
than 66,000 Palestinians —
including over 20,000 children
— have been killed since the
conflict escalated on October
7, 2023.

The CPI(M) said nearly two
million Palestinians have been
displaced and continue to
endure relentless air and
missile attacks, severe
shortages of food and medical
supplies, and restricted
humanitarian aid due to Israeli
blockades.

“Hospitals, schools and
homes have been turned to
rubble; even journalists
documenting the crisis have
been targeted,” the party said
in a statement.

The protest will also
denounce the United States’
continued support for Israel,
alleging that it has
emboldened the Israeli
government to defy
international law and
undermine peace efforts led
by mediators such as Qatar.

Organisers said the
demonstration will press for an
immediate ceasefire,
restoration of humanitarian
access to Gaza, and renewed
international efforts to secure
peace.

On Valmiki Jayanti, K’taka BJP questions
Cong govt over funds ‘scam’ in tribal board

Bengaluru, Karnataka BJP
unit observed Valmiki Jayanti
on Tuesday at the party
headquarters 'Jagannath
Bhavan' in Bengaluru and
slammed the Congress
government over allegedly
indulging in misappropriation
of funds in the Maharshi
Valmiki Tribal Welfare Board.

BJP state president and
MLA B.Y. Vijayendra
questioned the Congress-led
government, saying, “While
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
gives long speeches about
Scheduled Castes, how is the
Congress party, which came
to power using the names of
backward communities,
actually running the
administration? Within a few
months of coming to power,
the Congress-led government
misappropriated hundreds of
crores in the Valmiki
Corporation."

"Funds meant for
Scheduled Castes, the youth
of the community, and poor
students were allegedly
siphoned to Telangana and
diverted into thousands of
accounts," Vijayendra
slammed.

Speaking at the Maharshi
Valmiki Jayanti programme,
Vijayendra described
Maharshi Valmiki as the
greatest poet who introduced
India’s culture and heritage to
the world. He said that by

region “Atmanirbhar” by way
of comprehensive
development in the area which
will enhance their employment
opportunities, the statement
said.

The projects are planned
in accordance with the PM-
Gati Shakti National Master
Plan with focus on enhancing
multi-modal connectivity and
logistics efficiency through
integrated planning and
stakeholder consultations.

The project section also
provides rail connectivity to
prominent destinations such
as Sanchi, Satpura Tiger
Reserve, Rock shelter of
Bhimbetka, Hazara falls and
Nawegaon National Park
attracting tourists from across
the country.

composing the epic
'Ramayana' in such a beautiful
manner, Maharshi Valmiki not
only showcased the ideals of
Lord Ram to India but also to
the world.

He said, "The country’s
pride, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, recently
inaugurated the grand Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya. The
naming of the international
airport there after Maharshi
Valmiki is a matter of pride not
only for Karnataka but for the
entire nation."

Vijayendra noted that
during the previous BJP-led
government in Karnataka,
under Chief Minister B.S.
Yediyurappa, it was decided
that Maharshi Valmiki Jayanti
should be celebrated
meaningfully and on a grand
scale to unite society.

"The current BJP
government is responsible for
today’s grand celebrations,
and a government holiday was

HM Shah approves additional Rs 707
crore for flood-hit Assam, Gujarat

New Delhi,  Union Home
Minister Amit Shah-led High-
Level Committee (HLC) has
approved Rs 707.97 crore of
additional Central assistance
to Assam and Gujarat,
affected by floods, landslides
during 2024, an official said on
Tuesday.

This Central assistance
has been provided from the
National Disaster Response
Fund (NDRF), subject to an
adjustment of 50 per cent of
the opening balance for the
year available in the State
Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF), the official said in a
statement.

Out of the total amount of
Rs 707.97 crore, Rs 313.69
crore has been approved for
Assam and Rs 394.28 crore
for Gujarat.

The High-Level Committee
has also approved Rs 903.67
crore to Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan under
the NDRF for Expansion and
Modernisation of Fire
Services.

A total outlay of Rs 903.67
crore will have Rs 676.33

crore as Central assistance.
Out of the total amount of Rs
903.67 crore, Rs 117.19 crore
has been approved for
Haryana, Rs 397.54 crore for
Madhya Pradesh and Rs
388.94 crore for Rajasthan.

This additional assistance
is over and above the funds
released by the Centre to the
states in the State Disaster
Response Fund (SDRF),
already placed at the disposal
of the states.

During the financial year
2025-26, the Central
government has released Rs
13,603.20 crore to 27 states
under SDRF and Rs 2,024.04
crore under NDRF to 12
states. Additionally, Rs

4,571.30 crore from the State
Disaster Mitigation Fund
(SDMF) to 21 states and Rs
372.09 crore from the
National Disaster Mitigation
Fund (NDMF) to nine states
have also been released.

The National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF),
constituted under Section 46
of the Disaster Management
Act, 2005, supplements the
SDRF of a state, in case of a
disaster of severe nature,
provided adequate funds are
not available in the SDRF,
according to the Ministry.

The allocation of funds
under SDRF and NDRF is
based on the
recommendations of the
successive Financial
Commissions. For SDRF, the
contribution is made by the
Central government and state
governments in the ratio of
75:25 to all states, except for
the North-Eastern and
Himalayan States, for which it
is a 90:10 ratio, while in NDRF,
the entire contribution to the
fund comes from the Central
government, the ministry said.

also declared. During the BJP
rule, a development
corporation for Scheduled
Castes was established to
ensure that the youth of the
community could progress
economically, socially, and
educationally. Following the
establishment of the Valmiki
Corporation, offices were
opened in all district centres,"
he said. Vijayendra noted that
no previous Congress-led
government had provided
grants to the Valmiki
community’s mathas,
whereas the BJP government,
under Yediyurappa, did
provide such funding.

He recalled that during
former Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai’s tenure, a
historic decision was taken to
increase reservations for
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. Vijayendra
criticised the Congress, saying
the party has always neglected
the poor and the marginalised.

Ashok Gehlot demands judicial probe
into SMS hospital fire tragedy

Jaipur,  Former Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Tuesday demanded a judicial
commission probe into the
tragic fire incident at Jaipur's
Sawai Man Singh (SMS)
Hospital, which claimed the
lives of eight people and left
several others injured.

Calling the incident a result
of "systemic negligence",
Gehlot said such tragedies
have become all too common
in Rajasthan.

Referring to earlier
incidents, he recalled the
Jhalawar school roof collapse,
in which seven children lost
their lives, and the recent
deaths linked to cough syrup
consumption among children.

"How many times have we
seen such negligence?" Gehlot
said in a post on social media.

"In Jhalawar, we saw
children die - sometimes due
to cough syrup, other times
due to system failures. This

But no one even spoke to
them. Their anger was
justified - and it only grew,"
he said.

Gehlot, who visited the site
himself, described the
aftermath as devastating.
"The hospital ward was
completely gutted. Some say
the victims died of suffocation,
but the level of negligence is
undeniable." Rejecting the
government's decision to form
a short-term internal
committee to investigate the
incident, he emphasised the
need for a judicial inquiry.

"This committee will
submit a report in seven days,
suspend a few officials, and
close the case. But I've said
from day one: only a judicial
commission can investigate
the root causes, recommend
long-term reforms, and
ensure such tragedies never
happen again - in any hospital
or school in Rajasthan."

time, it was a fire," he said.
Describing the situation at
SMS Hospital as
unprecedented, he said,
"Families were crying, asking,
'Where are the bodies of our
loved ones?' The chaos that
night was unlike anything I’ve
seen before."

He further criticised the
state government's response,
stating that Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma should have
visited the hospital that night
and offered support to the
grieving families.

"Had the Chief Minister met
them and shown empathy, it
would have sent a message
that the government cared.

Karnataka govt to consider inclusion of
‘Ramayana’ to school curriculum

Bengaluru,  Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
announced on Tuesday that the
state government would
consider including the
'Ramayana' and its author,
'Maharshi Valmiki', in the
school curriculum in the state.

He made the statement
while addressing the gathering
at the Valmiki Jayanti event
organised at the Banquet Hall
of Vidhana Soudha in
Bengaluru. Siddaramaiah
assured that former minister
V.S. Ugrappa's demand to
include Maharshi Valmiki and

the 'Ramayana' in the school
curriculum will be positively
considered. Highlighting the
achievements of the Valmiki
community, he said that
Maharshi Valmiki, despite
being denied access to formal
education, composed the great
epic 'Ramayana', which has

universal significance. He
urged every member of the
community to prioritise
education. He also stressed
that communities must claim
their rights and opportunities
through organisation and
struggle, citing the examples of
Ambedkar, Buddha, and
Basavanna. Earlier, speaking to
reporters after offering floral
tributes to Valmiki's statue at
Shri Maharshi Valmiki Tapovan
on the occasion of Maharshi
Valmiki Jayanti, Siddaramaiah
described Maharshi Valmiki,
the author.

Stalin to join CPI-M
(M)-led protest
against Israeli
actions in Gaza

tomorrow
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