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Amit Shah inaugurates startup conclave in
Gujarat; over 170 showcase innovations

Gandhinagar, Union
Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah on Tuesday
inaugurated the two-day
Startup Conclave 2025 at
Mahatma Mandir, bringing
founders, investors and
policymakers from across
India together for a wide-
ranging showcase and policy
dialogue. Accompanied by
Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and Higher
Education Minister Rushikesh
Patel, HM Shah described the
country’s youth as moving
from “job-seekers to job-
creators” and urged investors
to back early-stage ventures.

He said startups have
provided employment to
roughly 1.79 million people
and noted that 48 per cent of
new startups are founded by
women -- statistics he cited to
underline the sector’s growing
social and economic footprint.

“The Startup Conclave is a
platform to convert India’s
knowledge and innovation into
jobs and businesses,” HM
Shah said, calling on investors
to “help new startups grow”
and predicting a future where
startups will, in turn, make
investors “big”.

Organisers said more than
170 startups are exhibiting
over the two days, presenting
products and services across
sectors including technology,
healthcare, agritech, fintech
and green energy. The event

features an exhibition of
prototypes and
demonstrations, a round-table
conference that brings
founders into direct dialogue
with industry experts, and
seven themed sessions
focused on scaling innovation,
financing models and
university-industry linkages.

CM Bhupendra Patel
welcomed the conclave as an
opportunity to reinforce
Gujarat’s position as an
entrepreneurial hub, while
Higher Education Minister
Rushikesh Patel highlighted
the role of universities and
research institutions in
mentoring early-stage
companies and translating
academic research into
commercial ventures.

Participants said the
conclave offered much-
needed visibil ity and
networking opportunities, but
flagged persistent challenges.
“Access to early-stage capital
and pilot customers remains
a bottleneck for many
founders,” one exhibitor said.

Investors in attendance
reiterated the need for clearer
pathways for pilot
procurement and sector-
specific incubation, particularly
for climate and health tech
start-ups. A round-table
discussion held on the
sidelines examined practical
steps to strengthen the
ecosystem, including
improvements to beneficiary
registries, blended finance
mechanisms for climate tech,
and incentives to encourage
institutional procurement from
startups.

Organisers said the
conclave aims to generate
actionable policy
recommendations for both
state and central governments
and to launch a matchmaking
platform to connect startups
with investors and
procurement opportunities.

As the two-day
programme continues, the
conclave’s impact will be
measured by its ability to move
beyond rhetoric to secure
follow-through: concrete
investor commitments, pilot
projects with government
partners, and policy changes
that ease the route from
prototype to scale. For many
founders on the floor, the
immediate hope is simple --
convert exposure into funding,
customers and contracts that
sustain young ventures
beyond proof of concept.

Pakistan’s dilemma: Revive economy with
US deal or risk Taliban wrath over Bagram
New Delhi, Pakistan is set

to walk the tight rope as its
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Field Marshal Asim Munir
are slated to hold a meeting
with US President Donald
Trump on Thursday.Millennial
media consulting

The minerals deal
between the two countries will
be the focus, as the United
States is very concerned about
the developments in
Balochistan. President Trump
would raise security issues
with Pakistan and would seek
to know what exactly the plan
is to contain terror groups in
the region.

While the Balochistan
National Army (BLA) and
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) pose the biggest risks
for the Pakistan Army in the
region, the US would want
security guarantees before it
goes ahead with any project
in Pakistan. In the backdrop of
an already volatile situation in
the region and China breathing
down Pakistan's neck
regarding the China Economic
Corridor Project (CEPC),
Islamabad is faced with
another problem.

The Afghan Taliban is
preparing for another war if
the United States attempts to
retake the Bagram airbase in
Afghanistan.

During a high-level
meeting, the Taliban, which
rules the country, is
understood to have taken on
Pakistan if the US continues to
pressure it on the airbase.

Although during the
meeting, the Taliban did not
speak of confrontation with
the United States, it, however,
made it clear that it would take
on Pakistan, as it is backing
the US now.

President Trump, who has
shown keen interest in the
airbase, is expected to
pressure Pakistan during the
Thursday meeting on this

issue. Donald Trump's foreign
policies always come at a cost,
and if he wants Pakistan to
have the deal, then he would
expect help on the retaking of
the airbase.

For Pakistan, it would be a
catch-22 situation. The
minerals deal is important as
Pakistan has an economy that
collapsed long ago.

For the same to revive, not
only would it be the US deal,
but also the competition of the
CPEC 2.0 project that China
has told it to raise funds for.

Trump has in recent days
made repeated threats and
hinted at the possibility of
American forces reclaiming
the strategic Bagram Air Base.

He said that bad things
would follow if the Taliban did
not comply. Officials, however,
point out that Trump prides
himself on stopping and not
starting wars. If Trump were
to start a war in Afghanistan,
he would come under
immense pressure from his
MAGA supporters who believe
that US money should not be
funding wars.

In such a context, Trump
would insist that Pakistan play
a role in helping the US get
the airbase back. This would
put the Pakistan leadership
under a lot of duress as it is
already in a tough battle with
the BLA and TTP.

Going to battle with the
Taliban would mean another
confrontation and experts say
that Pakistan does not have
the bandwidth to do so.
Pakistan is also not in any
position to negotiate with the

Taliban, as it has accused the
group of backing the TTP. This
charge, however, has been
denied by the Taliban.

Relations between
Afghanistan and Pakistan are
at an all-time low, and in the
midst of this, a confrontation
with the Taliban is the last thing
that Islamabad would want.

What makes things trickier
for Pakistan is that refusing
Trump is also not an option.

The Taliban leadership
under its supreme leader
Hibatullah Akhundzada is clear
that the airbase would not be
handed over.

During a meeting with top
leaders, military and
Intelligence officials, the
decision to hand over Bagram
was completely rejected.

The meeting also issued a
stern warning to Pakistan and
said that if the country decided
to facilitate or support such a
move, then it would be
considered an enemy state.

The Taliban has also
decided to reach out to global
and regional powers over the
issue. The plan is to reach out
to India, China, Russia, Iran,
the UAE and Saudi Arabia to
raise this issue.

"In accordance with
Islamic principles and
grounded in its balanced,
economy-oriented foreign
policy, the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan seeks
constructive relations with all
states based on mutual and
shared interests," the Taliban
had said earlier this week in a
statement.

"It should be recalled that
under the Doha Agreement,
the United States pledged that
it will not use or threaten force
against the territorial integrity
or political independence of
Afghanistan, nor interfere in
its internal affairs. Therefore,
they must remain faithful to
their commitments," the
statement also read.

Pawan Kalyan announces committee to address concerns of Uppada fishermen
Amaravati, With

fishermen in the Uppada
region of Andhra Pradesh's
Kakinada district continuing
their protest for the second
day on Wednesday over sea
pollution and its impact on
their livelihoods, Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan
announced a committee to
resolve the issue.

The Deputy Chief Minister,
who is also the Environment
and Forest Minister, said a
committee will be formed with
senior officials, fishermen
representatives, and local
leaders for resolution.

The Jana Sena leader said
they have identified the issues
that need to be addressed
urgently. "The concerns
expressed by the fishermen of
the Uppada region regarding
the impact of the
pharmaceutical industry on
their livelihoods and their
problems have come to my
knowledge. I can understand
the hardships faced by the
fishermen families due to the
current circumstances," he
said in a statement.

The Deputy CM stated that
due to the ongoing Assembly
sessions, he is unable to
personally visit and discuss
directly with the fishermen.
"However, I have been
discussing their issues with
district and state-level officials
since Monday to find solutions.
I have instructed that every
issue raised be taken into
consideration and solutions be
explored," he said.

Pawan Kalyan, who is also
the MLA from Pithapuram
constituency in Kakinada
district, announced that a
committee comprising the
officials of the Pollution
Control Board, Industries,
Fisheries and Revenue
Departments and the Kakinada
District Collector will be
constituted. It has been
decided to include fishermen
representatives and local
leaders in this committee.

The actor-politician said
the committee will focus not

only on resolving issues but
also on improving livelihoods
and providing basic
infrastructure in coastal
villages. The committee will
also discuss the assessment
of compensation. It will study
the fishermen's issues and

prepare a report with
actionable recommendations.

"Based on that report, the
government will take
appropriate measures. The
issues that need to be
resolved as soon as possible
have already been identified.

I have discussed with officials
the payment of insurance
amounts to the families of the
18 deceased fishermen and
compensation for the
damaged boats near the
Uppada Fishing Harbour. I
have instructed that

appropriate measures be
taken for this. Additionally, I
have made it clear that special
attention should be given to
providing opportunities for
fishermen in areas like
Machilipatnam and Antarvedi
to go fishing.

Patna, As preparations
for the Bihar Assembly
elections gather pace, internal
discord within the Lalu Prasad
Yadav family continues to
deepen. After Tej Pratap
Yadav’s earlier outbursts, Lalu
Prasad’s daughter Rohini
Acharya has now taken a
rebellious stance, using social
media to voice her displeasure
and issue a bold challenge to
her critics.Millennial media
consulting

In a strongly worded post
on X, Rohini wrote, “I openly
challenge all those with wicked
thoughts and those who
encourage such people. If
anyone can prove that I have
ever made any request to
anyone for myself or anyone
else, and that the claim that I
donated my kidney to my
respected father is a lie, then
I will withdraw from political
and public life.”

She further demanded that
those spreading
misinformation must publicly
apologise if their allegations
cannot be substantiated.

“If those making
accusations cannot prove their
lies and propaganda, they
should have the courage to
publicly apologise to me and
every mother, sister, and
daughter of the country… and
pledge never to spread such
false information again,” she
added.

In a move that has fuelled
speculation about her political
future, Rohini has unfollowed
all political leaders and family
members on social media
recently.

She now follows only three
accounts -- her husband
Shamsher Singh, poet Rahat
Indori, and a media
publication house -- none of
whom are associated with
politics. Sources suggest this
could signal her intention to
distance herself from politics,
with some even speculating
that she may resign from the
party.

Lalu’s daughter
Rohini Acharya

issues open
challenge amid

family rift


