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Agni-V: How India’s Brahmastra is reshaping Asia’s strategic balance
India’s latest test of the

Agni-V missile is not a mere
technical exercise or a photo-
op headline. It is a blunt
reminder that India is no
longer a power limited by
geography or caution. For
decades, our nuclear
deterrent was geared towards
Pakistan, with only partial
coverage of Chinese territory.
That era is gone. India has
moved from strategic restraint
to strategic assertion. With
Agni-V, Beijing, Shanghai, and
every critical hub in China now
sit squarely within range.
Pakistan, with its geography,
was, in any case, home
ground for such a punishment.
The map of Asia has been
redrawn.

This is no routine missile.
It is India’s Brahmastra —
decisive, devastating, and
impossible to ignore. With
Agni-V, India has entered an
era of proactive and pre-
emptive cold strike capability
much more devastating than
what was exhibited on the
night of 9/10 May at Nur Khan
Pakistan Air Force base and
adjoining areas. The aim is to
deter, defeat and cripple any
misadventure, with AGNI_V
being an instrument of
deterrence in peace and a
force of decision in war.

Beyond Data Points
On paper, the numbers are

staggering: a range between
5,500 and 8,000 kilometres, a
payload capacity of 1.5
tonnes, three-stage solid fuel
propulsion, and re-entry
speeds that touch Mach 24.
Fired from Abdul Kalam
Island, it can hit deep inside
adversary territory in minutes.
It can carry lighter warheads
for extended reach, navigate
mid-course corrections, and

shrug off interception
attempts.

But numbers, while
impressive, do not capture the
psychological shift. Agni-V
forces every hostile war room
— whether in Beijing or
Islamabad — to live with a
new reality: there is no safe
distance anymore. Deterrence
is not about physics; it is
about psychology. Agni-V
changes the enemy’s mind
before it changes the
battlefield.

From Cold Start to Cold
Strike

For years, India’s planners
debated the “Cold Start”
doctrine, a plan to launch swift
conventional incursions
against Pakistan before the
nuclear threshold was
crossed. It looked elegant on
paper but remained an
ambitious military concept
with little politico-military
harmony. Mobilisation delays,
political hesitation, and
international pressure made it
almost impossible.

Agni-V pushes India into a
different space altogether:
Cold Strike. Not divisions of
tanks rolling across borders.
Not weeks of build-up. But
deep, precise, almost
instantaneous blows at the
adversary’s most critical
strategic assets — command,
control infrastructure,
strategic assets, and airbases.
The power to deliver a
decisive strike within minutes
of a launch order. That is not
a theory. That is Cold Strike.

Deterrence, Finally Whole
Deterrence works only if

the enemy believes two
things: that you have the
capability to destroy him, and
that you will not hesitate if
pushed. Earlier, gaps in India’s

reach gave China reason to
gamble. That illusion is gone.
Agni-V covers every Chinese
target that matters. It restores
equilibrium.

Even under India’s stated
No First Use doctrine,
retaliation is now beyond
question. Any nuclear strike
against India guarantees
annihilation in return, a
certainty no adversary can
intercept or absorb. It slams
shut the space for reckless
adventurism.

Launching a missile is easy.
Delivering it through hostile
skies is the real challenge.
Agni-V is built to survive. Its
advanced guidance allows
evasive manoeuvres mid-
course. Its countermeasures
confuse radars. At Mach 24 re-
entry speeds, even the most

advanced missile defence
shields cannot promise
interception.

And this is only the
baseline. Future versions will
likely carry MIRVs — Multiple
Independently Targetable Re-
entry Vehicles. One missile,
many warheads, each aimed
at different targets. For an
adversary, that is a nightmare.
Even if one gets intercepted,
others will rain down.

Lethality with Choice
A 1.5-tonne payload with

a nuclear warhead option
provides it with teeth. India
could launch counter-value
strikes, hitting cities and
crippling civilian infrastructure.
Equally, it could execute
counter-force missions,
knocking out enemy nuclear
facilities, missile silos, or

command centres. The
ambiguity is the deterrent. No
enemy planner can ever be
sure how India will respond.
That uncertainty breeds
caution.

Agni-V is as much a shield
as it is a sword. It deters by
its very existence, assuring
citizens that India cannot be
cornered or restrained. It is
India’s Brahmastra, a weapon
of power. In India’s mythology,
Brahmastra is a supreme,
divine weapon of mass
destruction produced by Lord
Brahma. It is an earthly rocket
that has the ability to destroy
whole armies and result in
devastating effects. Agni-V
embodies that same spirit.
Silent until needed. Decisive
when unleashed.

Preparing for Tomorrow’s
Wars

The future battlefield will
be unlike anything seen before
— cyber intrusions, space-
based targeting, hypersonic
glide weapons. Yet one
constant remains: nations that
can guarantee devastating
retaliation command respect.
With Agni-V, India guarantees
exactly that. Agni-VI, already
whispered about, will go
further: MIRVs, longer reach,
and possible sea-based
deployment from nuclear
submarines. That would
complete India’s nuclear triad
— land, sea, and air delivery
systems. No adversary could
hope to neutralise it.
Survivability will be absolute.

Add India’s advances in
space surveillance, AI-enabled
targeting, and cyber
resilience, and the picture is
clear: this is not just a missile.
It is the cornerstone of a
deterrence architecture meant
to last decades.

The Message to the World
Missile tests are never

domestic affairs. They are
global statements. To
adversaries, Agni-V signals that
coercion will fail and that
intimidation will backfire. To
partners, it underlines India’s
arrival as a power that shapes,
not follows. At a time of
turbulence, Chinese
assertiveness in the Indo-
Pacific, Russian gambles in
Europe, and shifting sands in
West Asia, credibility comes
from capability, not
communiqués. Agni-V is
credibility cast in metal and fire.

A Nation Ready to Prevail
The successful test of

Agni-V is not about vanity
projects or military
showmanship. It is about
survival. It is about
confidence. It tells Indians that
their nation is prepared, not
just to endure, but to prevail.

For too long, we lived with
doubts about range, gaps in
deterrence, and vulnerabilities
in posture. Agni-V wipes those
doubts away. It ensures that
in the stormy decades ahead,
India will not be cornered,
blackmailed, or coerced.

India pushes back: Why
strategic partnership with

America cannot be one-sided

White House Trade
Advisor Peter Navarro, in a
strongly worded article in the
Financial Times, accused India
of cosying up to Russia and
China. He alleged that India is
“acting as a global
clearinghouse for Russian oil,
converting embargoed crude
into high-value exports while
giving Moscow the dollars it
needs”. Navarro further
warned India: “If India wants
to be treated as a strategic
partner of the US, it needs to
start acting like one.” He
attempted to link India’s oil
procurement process to
funding Russia’s war
machinery.

Navarro accused India of
selling refined oil to Europe,
Africa, and Asia. The EU has
imposed a ban on the import
of refined oil, effective January
2026; until then, such trade
remains legal in Europe — but
not acceptable to Navarro. He
also criticised India for
imposing high tariffs and trade
barriers on US goods.
Interestingly, there was no
mention of China, which
imports far more crude oil.

US Secretary of State
Marc Rubio partially justified
not placing tariffs on China,
stating: “If you were to go
after Russian oil sales to China
— well, China just refines that
oil. That oil is then sold into
the global marketplace, and
anyone buying that oil would
be paying more for it or would
need to find alternative
sources.” India is following the
same process, yet it remains

an easier target since China
could block the export of
critical minerals to the US —
as it did in April, responding
to Trump’s tariffs.

Commenting on India-US
defence deals and India’s
relations with Russia and
China, Navarro warned that
transferring critical technology
and opening arms factories in
India could risk sharing
technology with Russia and
China. He ignored the fact that
India has never transferred
Russian technology to the US
despite its close ties with
Moscow over the decades.
Navarro also implied that the
“Make in India” initiative is not
conducive to reducing trade
deficits. But why should the
India-US relationship be a
one-way street? If the US
expects India to be a strategic
ally, it must act like one.
Imposing high tariffs, stalling
trade talks, disregarding
India’s political constraints,
and expecting India to bow to
White House demands are not
the actions of an ally. The
Trump administration’s
approach has strained a
partnership carefully nurtured
by multiple administrations,
reinforcing the perception that
the US cannot be fully trusted.

Washington expects India
to downgrade its ties with
Russia and distance itself from
China while maintaining its
own close ties with Pakistan
— India’s sworn adversary.
The US also expects India to
support Pakistan’s call for a
Nobel Prize for Trump, even
though Trump’s actions didn’t
merit one. Why should India
comply while the US freely
pursues its own interests? The
US insists its relationships with
India and Pakistan exist “on
their own levels”, yet criticises
India for adopting the same
stance regarding Russia and
the US. When Russian
President Vladimir Putin
personally calls Prime Minister
Modi to brief him on the
Alaska talks, it underscores the
enduring strength of Indo-
Russia relations — ties the US
cannot break through
pressure tactics. If
Washington seeks to exploit
Pakistan’s mineral wealth,
indirectly strengthening its
military aimed at India, why
should India stop importing.

Ahmedabad
Ahead of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's visit to
Ahmedabad, Gujarat Police
has achieved a major success.
Three of the six suspected
Syrian nationals who had
come to Gujarat by road from

3 suspected Syrian nationals
detained, 3 absconding

Kolkata have been detained
by the Ahmedabad Crime
Branch. All three were
claiming to be collecting
donations for the war-torn
people in Gaza, but the police
have taken action as their
activities appeared suspicious.


