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Girls are our fortune
In India the population of

girls has been decreasing. We
need to understand that girls
are our fortune. Socio-
economic empowerment of
women is essential for making
informed decisions and for
change of the mind sets. A
healthy male-female ratio is a
social need. While female
foeticide is bad in itself, the fact
that millions of girls are
"missing" in India has profound
human and social implications.
A stronger law to deal with
those resorting to sex-selective
abortions needs to be enacted.
The reasons for high number
of incidence of female
foeticide in India include a deep
rooted traditional son
preference, continued practice
of dowry and concern for
safety of the girl child and
exploitation and abuse of
women and girl children. In
order to curb female foeticide
and improve the sex ratio, a
strong a multi-pronged
strategy that includes
legislative measures,
advocacy, awareness
generation and programmes
for socio-economic
empowerment of women is
needed. According to a study
in India by an Indo-Canadian
team of researchers, about
5,00,000 female foetuses have
been aborted annually. This
estimate appears to be closer
to the truth. Atrocities against
women are on the rise, and

female foeticide is one of the
most brutal of them all. Despite
a slew of laws to prevent
female foeticide and schemes
to encourage families to have
girl child, the ratio is declining.
Female foeticide is a shocking
practice that has grown in the
last few decades. Although the
media and the government
have made attempts to
highlight the negative impact of
pre-natal sex identification and
selective abortion, the practice
continues as reflected in the
declining sex ratio.

There's a huge deficit of
women because families fear
the cost of raising a daughter.
It is a commonly practiced
tradition (despite being
outlawed) that the bride's
family pays a large sum of
money to the groom's family
at the wedding. Plus, women
are generally not seen as
bread-winners and or allowed
to inherit wealth like men in
some states. Sex-selection is
now spreading to rural areas
as the technology gets
cheaper and enforcement of
the law remains ineffectual.
The imbalance in sex ratio may
increase violence, including
rape, against women. With
many men remaining
unmarried, prostitution will
increase substantially. Media
exposes of doctors providing
sex-selection services and
offering to abort girls are
commonplace.
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The International Day for
the Remembrance of the
Slave Trade and Its Abolition
is observed across the world

on 23 August. It is said that
for over 400 years, more than
15 million men, women and
children were the victims of
the tragic transatlantic slave
trade, one of the darkest
chapters in human history.
The International Day aims to
raise awareness about the
dangers of racism and
prejudice today.

The abolition of slavery
has been seen throughout
history as a way to have all
people be treated equal. Our
villages have a number of
people who are oppressed
and exploited like the Dalits,
landless labourers, poor
farmers, etc. But the condition
of the bonded labourers was
the worst. They were made
to live as slaves or serfs
throughout their lives.

The records of slave trade

that flourished around the
15th century in the region
show that the practice was
carried out on the basis of
proper "sale agreements"
and that it was not uncommon
for lower caste parents to
pledge their children to be
bonded labour several years.
One of the main reasons for
the practice of slave trade
was that so-called people of
white race had the belief of
superiority over the black
people to whom they referred
as Negros and did not
consider them human.

Though slavery was
abolished in India by the
Indian Slavery Act of 1843, it
was prevalent till 1910. "In
south India, there are several
references to the prevalence
of slaves bought to work in
the lands or temples.

According to the Global
Slavery Index , on an
average, 51 out of every 100
people in India are vulnerable
to modern slavery - bonded
labour, forced begging, forced
marriage, domestic services
and commercial sex work .
Forced- and child-marriage
are high in India, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Nepal and
Indonesia. A sex-ratio
imbalance, result ing in
absence of brides in India,
has fuelled the trafficking of
women and forced marriage.
The supreme court has ruled
in various decisions that
bonded labour can be
regarded as a form of forced
labour and hence is
unconstitutional under Article
23.This is the fundamental
rights guaranteed by our
Indian constitution and to give

effect to article 23.
Parliament has enacted the
Bonded Labor System Act,
1976. The Act makes the
system of bonded labour a
punishable offence. Late Smt.
Indira Gandhi, the former
Prime Minister of India,
declared that the system of
bonded labour was a
barbarous system.
Therefore, it must go.
Accordingly, the Government
of India issued the "Bonded
Labour Abolit ion
Ordinance"on 24th October,
1975. This Ordinance has
since become an Act. Under
the Act, the evil institution of
slavery which had continued
all these years was abolished.

The practice of bonded
labour persists in India,
mainly because of debt, and
the entire family is exposed

to the risks of physical
violence. People are forced to
work under unhealthy
conditions, and physical
violence is meted out, if they
refuse to work. The bonded
labour system is one of the
main characteristics of the
feudal hierarchical society.
The system was designed to
enable a few socially and
economical ly powerful
sections of society to exploit
the weaker sections of the
society.

Let us remember that we
as a society must have to
change our attitude towards
persons of weaker sections
and try to restore the value
of human dignity which is a
part of the right to life. (B-
15 Jyoti-Kalash Society,
Jodhpur Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)
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Every fourth ST bus is still
runningdespite completing its km
Ahmedabad, Every fourth

bus plying on Gujarat's roads
has exceeded its statutory
mileage, meaning that lakhs
of passengers are travelling in
buses every day at the risk of
their lives. GSRTC had passed
a resolution in December
2007, according to which if an
ST bus has completed 8 lakh
kilometres, it will be
considered overage, meaning
that the ST itself considers the
bus to be in a bad condition,
but keeps it running.

Gujarat ST may have been
claiming for years that 'Safe
ride, ST is ours', but it would
not be wrong to say that this
slogan is limited to being
pasted on the bus stand and
the windows of ST buses. The
worst condition is that of
express buses plying on long
routes. The condition of red-
boarded buses that charge
higher fares and deliver faster
is like a red alert. GSRTC
manages the entire state of
Gujarat by dividing it into 16
districts. As per the official
figures as on August 1, 2025,
the ST Corporation has a total
of 7,678 buses of sleeper,
semi, super express and mini
categories. Out of these, 2,102
buses are overage, meaning
they have covered 8 lakh
kilometres. The situation is
such that the drivers, who are
the backbone of Gujarat ST,
are now fed up. A few days
ago, a driver at the Bantwa
bus depot in Junagadh, after
being allotted a condom bus,
tried to commit suicide by
dousing himself in diesel. He
had said, 'I would rather die
than risk the lives of innocent

passengers by driving a bad
vehicle.' After this incident,
Divya Bhaskar obtained data
of more than seven and a half
thousand buses of Gujarat
Transport Corporation, in
which how old is which bus?
And how many kilometers has
it run? What is the type of
bus? He analyzed it. This data,
which is available with the
names of various divisions and
depots, is proof that lakhs of
passengers are travelling in
government buses in Gujarat
every day at the risk of their
lives and it seems that people
sitting in high positions are
waiting for a big accident. Not
only this, the division that uses
less diesel gets an award.
There have also been
allegations that officials are
pressuring drivers to drive
slower buses in the desire to
win this award. As the festival
approaches, you must have
seen a huge crowd of
passengers at the bus stands
of the big cities of Gujarat -
Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Rajkot
and Surat. Perhaps you yourself
will be part of this crowd.

 There are 1,906 buses in
the division of these four cities,
the pride of Gujarat. You will
be shocked to know that 426
of these buses are overage.
Moreover, the maximum
number of 303 buses out of
them are of the super express
category. So, there is every
possibility that if you have
traveled long distances in ST,
you will have sat in a bus
whose kilometers have been
completed according to the
ST's own rules. Out of the 16
divisions of Gujarat ST,

Mehsana and Nadiad have the
highest number of buses.
Mehsana has 802 and Nadiad
has 723. Of these, 283 buses
in Mehsana and 223 in Nadiad
are said to be overage on
government documents,
meaning that one in every four
buses is in bad condition,
although these buses are kept
running with passengers in the
name of being in good condition.

 In this list, one bus from
Mehsana belongs to the
sleeper category, which is run
on very long routes.

In this list, the situation
in Bhuj and Surat is slightly
better than other divisions.
57 out of 376 buses coming
to Bhuj and 75 out of 455
buses allocated to Surat are
broken down, although one
of the reasons behind this
f igure is that the total
number of buses in both
places is less, but most of
these buses, which have
covered 8 lakh kilometers,
are Super Express. Even the
drivers and conductors are
now scared of the noisy ST.
If they raise their voices,
they fear losing their jobs, so
some employees say on

condition of anonymity, as
per the rules, the bus has to
be sent to the workshop
within a certain time frame.
Where the fitness of the bus
is checked. In Gujarat ST
buses, things like changing
the engine oil, power steering
oil, coolant level check, fan
belt check, service brake,
gear box oil, checking nuts
and bolts, checking the air
pressure of the tires, light-
indicator, switch, battery,
earthing, etc. have to be
checked, but many works are
not done on time.The Election
Commission is asking for an
affidavit under pressure from
the BJP government. Asking
for an affidavit is a way to hide
the theft. This is not a fight
for winning the election. But
it is a fight for democracy. It
is our responsibi l i ty as
citizens. We request the
aware citizens that this is not
only about Congress but also
about Gujarat and Indians.
When the record-breaking
victory in Gujarat was
announced, a certain thought
came to mind, so we
investigated the record-
breaking assembly itself.


