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LANXESS takes action to counter
weak market environment

Ahmedabad, A weak
global market environment
impacted LANXESS' results in
the second quarter of 2025.
The specialty chemicals
company achieved an EBITDA
pre exceptionals of EUR 150
million, which is a 17.1 percent
decline compared with the
figure of EUR 181 million from
the same quarter last year.
Weaker demand in general
was accompanied by lower
sales volumes in all segments.
The sale of the Urethane
Systems business unit
effective April 1, 2025, also
contributed significantly to the
decline in earnings. Second-
quarter sales amounted to
EUR 1.466 billion, down 12.6
percent on the prior-year
figure of EUR 1.678 billion.
"The economic environment
has deteriorated significantly

again in recent months.
Additionally, ongoing tariff
discussions with the U.S. are
causing considerable market
uncertainty and exacerbating the
situation for the European
chemical industry. There is
currently no improvement in
sight for the economic situation,"
says Matthias Zachert, CEO of
LANXESS. "For us, this means
continuing to focus fully on
achieving the best possible
positioning in the market, as well
as in terms of costs, structures,
and processes. When the
economy picks up again, we will
be ready and able to meet the
additional demand much more
efficiently and profitably."The
EBITDA margin pre exceptionals
was 10.2 percent in the second
quarter, compared with 10.8
percent in the same period last
year. (1-7)

Rich Presents Hospitality Horizon Awards 2025 -
Honouring the Best in Baking & Confectionery

Ahnedabad, The city of
Mumbai witnessed a glittering
evening of celebration at the
Rich Presents Hospitality
Horizon Bakery, Patisserie &
Chocolate Awards 2025,
hosted at Novotel Airport,
Andheri East. This event was
presented by Rich Products
and organised by Hospitality
Horizon Magazine-a leading
industry publication. Speaking
on the occasion, Mr. Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Managing
Director, Rich Products India,
MENA & Turkey, said: "At
Rich's, we have always
believed in empowering the
bakery and patisserie
community with world-class
ingredients and solutions.
These awards are a tribute to
the incredible talent, creativity,

and passion that drives India's
baking industry forward. We
are proud to celebrate these
trailblazers who are setting new
benchmarks of excellence." The
awards night brought together
the who's who of the baking
industry, with an illustrious lineup
of celebrity chefs and industry
stalwarts to honour excellence
and innovation in the world of
bakery, patisserie, and
chocolate. Among the
distinguished attendees were
Chef Ajay Chopra, Rakhee
Vaswani, Sanjana Patel, Chef
Vinesh Johny, Rohit Sangwan,
Tejasvi Chandela, Zeba Kohli,
and many more, making the
evening a true celebration of
talent, creativity, and
craftsmanship in bakery,
patisserie, and chocolate. (20-4)

HCG Aastha Cancer Centre Hosts
Landmark GI Oncology Meet

Ahmedabad, The 6th Mid
Year GI Oncology Conference
concluded successfully at Field
Marshal K M Kariappa
Auditorium, HCG Aastha Cancer
Centre, bringing together
leading surgical oncologists,
Gastrointestinal and Hepato
Pancreatic and Biliary surgeons,
Medical Oncologists, Radiation
Oncologists, Genetic
counsellors, radiologists,
interventional radiologists,
molecular pathologists,
nutritionists, researchers,
residents, and students from
across India. Over two days, the
conference hosted a
comprehensive scientific
program featuring cutting-edge
lectures, debates, panel
discussions, and case-based
sessions across colorectal,

hepatobiliary, and pancreatic
oncology. Highlights of the
conference included discussions
on ct DNA for deciding
treatment in early colon cancer
and to monitor the progress
after chemotherapy. Use of
safe & precise radiation
therapy in rectal cancer to
prevent toxicities and avoid a
permanent colostomy, evolving
surgical approaches in
colorectal malignancies, the
role of radiation in gallbladder
cancer, borderline resectable
pancreatic cancers,
oligometastatic disease
management, robotics in
colorectal surgery, newer
drugs including
immunotherapy and practice-
changing updates in GI
oncology.(20-4)

Raghav Kaushik's 'Tum' Is A Song
That Feels Written Just for You

Ahmedabad, Raghav
Kaushik, the singer-song
writer of Khaare Raste is back
with a heartfelt ballad called
Tum. The song is a quiet piece
that looks at love not just as
joy, but as memory, ache, and
devotion all at once capturing
the full spectrum of human
emotion in its gentle, intimate
storytelling. Released today
across al l  streaming
platforms, Tum highlights

Raghav's expressive voice
and evocative composition
that give it a warm, cinematic
feel. The lyrics by Amrita
Saluja are simple and
intimate, much l ike a
conversation with someone
you love.Talking about the
song, Raghav shares "Tum
came from a very real place
in my life. The song came in
so naturally and it felt so
simple initially that I never
thought that I'll ever get to
releasing this. But more I
played this to people around
more it brought in my
confidence for how simplest of
melodies make the biggest of
impressions. Love can lift you,
and it can weigh you down,
sometimes in the same
moment. I just wanted to
capture that feeling, honestly.
Hopefully, listeners find a piece
of themselves in it too." (1-7)

Surat  Plus

Atlantic Watches Makes Its Presence
with Exclusive Launch in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad, Atlantic
Watches, the Swiss
watchmaker with over 135
years of horological legacy,
proudly announces its entry
into the Indian market with an
exclusive launch in
Ahmedabad. Established in
1888 in Bettlach, Switzerland,
the brand has long been
admired for its precision,
craftsmanship, and timeless
designs. The brand is making
its Indian debut with Mumbai-
based Retail chain, Just in
Time. Currently present in
Ahmedabad, Mumbai, and

Pune , it plans to rapidly
expand. Atlantic brings its rich
heritage and innovative spirit
to one of the world�s most
dynamic and fast-growing
luxury markets. At Ahmedabad
Launch, Philip Rufli (Head of
Sales at Atlantic Watches),
Fredi Bickel (CEO of Atlantic
Watches), Jayanti varma
(Director of Retail interface)
and Arun D Silva (Director of
Retail interface) were
present. Philip Rufli, Head of
Sales at Atlantic Watches,
said:�India is a vibrant market
with a deep appreciation for
craftsmanship and legacy. With
our entry here, starting in
Ahmedabad, we aim to
connect with a new generation
of watch lovers who seek both
heritage and modern style in
their timepieces. (19-10)

India's Job Market Cools, but Tech Roles
Continue to Hire - Indeed Hiring Lab

Ahmedabad, India's formal
job market softened in July,
with job postings on global
matching and hiring platform
Indeed declining 5.8% after
two consecutive months of
growth. While postings were
down 14.9% year-on-year,
they still remain 70% above
pre-pandemic levels,
highlighting the resilience of
formal hiring despite cyclical
cooling. The job postings have
fallen 21% since peaking in
January 2023. This trend
highlights a cooling labour
market, even as India
continues its gradual shift
from informal work towards

formal employment. Indeed's
data reflects hiring in the
formal economy, where
healthcare and logistics are
emerging as the rising
sectors, but technology
continues to anchor India's
formal job creation. "Even
when overall hiring slows,
tech remains the heartbeat of
India's job market. With one
in five formal postings for
software development, the
real challenge isn't demand,
it's whether we can build a
workforce skilled enough to
meet it," said Callam
Pickering, Indeed's APAC
Senior Economist. (1-7)

Tourism Corporation and Worldwide Media Sign
MoU to Host Filmfare Awards 2025 in Gujarat

Ahmedabad, Following the
remarkable success of the 69th
Filmfare Awards, Tourism
Corporation of Gujarat Ltd.
(Govt. of Gujarat Undertaking)
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with Worldwide
Media Pvt Ltd (The Times
Group) once again to organise
the 70th Filmfare Awards 2025
in the state. Hosting this
esteemed event for the second
consecutive year will further
strengthen Gujarat�s positioning
as a thriving cultural and
cinematic destination. This
continued momentum aligns
with the state�s efforts under the
dynamic Cinematic Tourism
Policy launched in September
2022, which aims to establish
Gujarat as a preferred hub for

film and cultural events. The
70th Filmfare Awards 2025 will
highlight and build on Gujarat�s
potential to host large-scale,
glamorous events, reaffirming
the state as a go-to destination
for both film productions, large
scale entertainment events and
cinematic celebrations. The
MoU signing ceremony was
graced by Hon�ble Chief Minister,
Government of Gujarat, Shri
Bhupendrabhai Patel; Hon�ble
Tourism Minister, Government of
Gujarat; Shri Mulubhai Bera,
Minister, Shri Bhikhusinh
Parmar; Chief Secretary, Shri
Pankaj Joshi; Additional Chief
Secretary to Hon�ble Chief
Minister, Shri MK Das; Tourism
Secretary, Shri Rajendra Kumar;
Commissioner & MD, TCGL, Shri
Prabhav Joshi; Managing
Director, The Times Group, Mr.
Vineet Jain; Director of
Worldwide Media and CEO of
ZENL, BCCL TV & Digital Network
, Mr. Rohit Gopakumar;
Filmmaker Karan Johar and
Actor Vikrant Massey. (19-8)

Alcatel expands its Offline retail network,
Ties up with VCOYS Enterprise in Gujarat

Ahmedabad, Alcatel has
announced its partnership with
VCOYS Enterprise, a leading
Distribution House in Gujarat.
The strategic collaboration
marks a significant step in
Alcatel�s offline expansion
plans and delivering the
brand's innovative, reliable
and accessible products to its

consumers. The partnership
will strengthen Alcatel�s offline
presence in the state by
leveraging VCOYS Enterprises�
market expertise and enhance
accessibility of its products for
end consumers. Leveraging
decades of experience and an
extensive retail network,
VCOYS Enterprise has
consistently played a pivotal
role in boosting regional
visibility for leading technology
brands. Their deep
relationships across the retail
ecosystem will play a crucial
role in maximizing Alcatel�s
offline presence and
strengthening connections with
customers in Ahmedabad.

How Russia-Ukraine war is Europe�s

battle for relevance
For more than three and a

half years, Europe has lived in
the shadow of the Russia-
Ukraine war. The invasion that
began in February 2022
shattered decades of
assumptions about stability on
the continent. It forced Europe
to scramble for energy
security, spend billions on
defence, and rethink the very
foundations of its alliance with
the US. Now, as negotiations
between the US and Russia
gather momentum, Europe
faces its sternest test since the

Cold War: how to secure
peace in Ukraine without
surrendering its principles.
How to handle an
unpredictable US President,
besides redefining Nato for a
new era.

Negotiations at the
Crossroads

Talks between Russia and
the US have reopened a
difficult reality. Russia has
hinted it may accept Nato-style
�security guarantees� for
Ukraine, but with strings
attached: recognition of

Russian control over Donetsk
and possibly other occupied
regions, and guarantees that
Ukraine will not host Western
forces on its soil. Donald
Trump, eager to present
himself as a dealmaker, has
warned Kyiv that Crimea and
Nato membership may be
permanently off the table. We
also need to recall that Trump
is looking for early results to
influence his Nobel Prize
credentials. For Europe, this
is alarming. Since 2014, the
EU�s guiding principle has
been �nothing about Ukraine
without Ukraine�. Any
settlement imposed from
above risks Ukraine being
denied dignity, sovereignty
and security. While the US and
Russia may see transactional
value in carving out zones of
influence in the region, Europe
knows it will ultimately bear
the unpredictable effects.

The Stakes for Europe
Europe has paid dearly for

this war. Billions of euros have
gone into arming and
sustaining Ukraine, while
European industries have
weathered higher energy
costs and disrupted trade. The
entire ammunition arsenal of
Nato countries has been fired
by the Ukrainian Army. Yet the
alternative�a Russian victory
or even a �frozen conflict� on
Moscow�s terms�is perceived
as far worse. Scenarios:

If Russia consolidates its
hold over Ukrainian territory,
it could later push further,
testing Nato�s eastern flank
from the Baltics to Poland. For
countries like Estonia or
Lithuania, the idea that
Ukraine could be sacrificed
sets a dangerous precedent,
at least for the long term.

Peace would allow Europe
to redirect defence spending
toward rebuilding while
reopening trade routes
through the Black Sea and
reducing reliance on costly
alternatives to Russian gas.
However, a fragile peace won�t
do; the risks would be too
many. Europe�s post-Cold War
identity has rested on
enlargement, integration, and
the promise of stability for its

eastern neighbours. Ukraine
embodies that project. Losing
Ukraine to Russian dominance
would stymie Europe�s
strategic vision.

Internal European Divisions
Europe�s unity is real but

fragile. Eastern members such
as Poland, the Baltic States,
and the Czech Republic insist
that only full Ukrainian
sovereignty can guarantee
continental security. Germany
and France, though supportive
of Kyiv, also weigh domestic
economic pressures and the
fear of escalation. Higher
energy prices, inflation, and
public fatigue over the costs of
war worry these nations. Their
voters are more cautious about
an open-ended conflict.
Southern European states
worry about Mediterranean
security being overshadowed.
This diversity of perspectives
complicates Europe�s
bargaining position. It needs
political clarity and economic
sustainability to ensure
credibility. Without a coherent
�European line�, Moscow will
exploit divisions, and
Washington under Trump may
pursue bilateral arrangements
that sideline Europe.The Trump
factor looms large. Nato
remains dependent on US
military power, especially in
nuclear deterrence, long-
range strike, and logistics. Any
peace settlement will inevitably
involve Washington.


