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Editorial

Stray Dog Population
The increase in stray dog

population dramatically and
becoming a threat to humans
in cities. To control street dog
population it shall be
incumbent for Municipal
Corporation to sterilize and
immunize street dog
population with the
participation of animal welfare
organization / NGOs, and
private individuals. The street
dogs shall be sterilized and
immunized by methods
currently approved.

There are some people
who seem to imagine that we
have some sort of "right" to
remove animals - take life,
without any regard of our
moral responsibilities towards
creatures that share this
planet with us. We are a
nation that believes in ahimsa
and shuns cruelty. One must
remember that the earth is not
for humans alone. People
cannot find spitting and
urinating in public spaces as
a menace but they find it hard
to live with these harmless
species. Most stray dogs lead
miserable lives, scavenging
for rotten food. They starve
and are affected by painful
and debilitating diseases,
some of which are
communicable to humans.
Many stray dogs chase and
bark at the people and
children sending jitters down
the spine. Efforts should be
made to ensure that the
animal birth control and rabies
vaccination programmes are
run properly. Municipal
Corporation should clean up
the streets to make them
rubbish free. The Municipal
authorities have successfully
captured many stray dogs with
the help of expect dog
catchers, but were criticized
for their cruel treatment and
killing of the captive dogs by
PETA and other animal rights
activists. It is seen that the

stray dog menace happens
mostly in the areas where
there are rubbish & wastages
are thrown. To discard or litter
the waste along the road sides
should be penalized and the
door to door collection of food
wastes by the municipal
authorities should be
encouraged instead of the
road side bins. Efforts should
be made to ensure that the
animal birth control and rabies
vaccination programmes are
run properly. Municipal
authorities should clean up the
streets to make them rubbish
free. The stray dog menace
is in fact a grave problem in
the City and the authorities
should act immediately to
tackle this issue seriously and
effectively. Stray dogs are very
much part of many
communities and teach
valuable lessons in friendship,
co-operation, and loyalty to
children and adults alike. They
are our all weather best friend
and they give us unconditional
love which humans lack so we
must learn to love and respect
them. We need to understand
that dogs are a part of our
urban environment and have
to be tackled with sense of
humanity and compassion.
Dogs' love us unconditionally
and there are examples where
they have gave up their lives
for their caretakers. Other
creatures are not there for our
selfishness. Let us learn co-
existence with other creatures
in nature and give a fistful of
rice to the stray dogs and they
will never harm you. Dogs
have lived with humans for
eternity and try to warn the
neighbourhood where they live
about intruders. We must
show the spirit of a loving
nation by dealing with this
problem in peaceful and
humane manner. Dogs are
man's best friends for ever, if
we care for them.

Tribute to Ganga Crusader Revered
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Revered Agarwal, a
passionate advocate for the
Ganga River's conservation
and protection, has left an
indelible mark on the efforts
to preserve this sacred
waterbody. His tireless work
and dedication to the cause
have earned him recognition
as a true champion of the
Ganga's well-being.Revered

G. D Agarwal, a former
professor at the Indian
Institute of Technology in
Kanpur and a man who
devoted his life to the cause
of saving river Ganga, died
after fasting for over a
hundred days in his bed to get
the government and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
follow through on promises to
rejuvenate the Ganga is really
sad and disturbing one.
Agarwal's association with the
river began when he was a
child "because of his
grandmother". What he
wanted government to put a
halt on all hydroelectric
projects along the tributaries
of the Ganga and urged for
the enactment of a Ganga
Protection Management Act.
He was one who was with
nature even during his life.
Such was his dedication
towards the cause of cleaning
the holiest river of India, that
he yielded his life to it. Why ?
Because Ganga has been a
cradle of human civilization
since time immemorial.

Millions depend on this great
river for physical and spiritual
sustenance. People have
immense faith in the powers
of healing and regeneration of
the Ganga. He had vowed to
continue his hunger strike - his
sixth, which he claimed would
be his last - to "save the
Ganga" until death.

Hindus in India regard the
river, Ganga as a goddess.
They firmly believe that the
holy water of this river
possesses the sanctifying
virtues. The civilization and the
cultural life of North and
Eastern India flowered and
flourished in the basin of the
Ganga. Agarwal had once told
the British daily Guardian,
"This water is not ordinary
water to a Hindu. It is a matter
of the life and death of the
Hindu faith." Wonder if he
knew that his passion to clean
what he considered an
epitome of the Hindu faith
would take his own life.

As many as 27 large cities
and 300 industrial units let
their untreated wastes into

the Ganga. The erosion of the
banks is a permanent feature;
and this fact has been
constantly making the waters
muddy, full of dirt, and filthy.
Large portions of its banks are
protected with trees and
forests; and the remaining
parts are, obviously, battered
by erosion. The main Ganges
river pollution contributors are
those in industry - specifically
in this case those of the
leather industry who use vast
amounts of chromium and
other toxins and chemicals -
the majority of which ends up
in the slow paced waters of
the Ganges during the dry
season, peak time for the
tanning industry and also
when the river is moving at its
slowest. Apart from humans,
many other kinds of lives are
in danger due to Ganga's
degeneration.

Agarwal sacrificed his life
for a cause. Such people are
not born now. He was
determined to die for the
Ganga," Prime Minister Modi
had pledged in 2014, on the

banks of the Ganga in
Varanasi, that he would
ensure that the Ganga would
be cleaned up by 2019. Our
Government is taking active
interest in cleaning the water
of Ganga River. A clean Ganga
fund has also been set up to
collect funds that would be
used in various activities
relating to the rejuvenation of
Ganga River. No doubt, for
executing this project, a
separate authority, called,
"The Central Ganga
Authority" has been set up.
His decision to stop taking
water was aimed at putting
more pressure on the
government to accept his
demands. Don't we think that
the Ganga, which is virtually
synonymous with Indian
civilisation, is dying. The
Ganges is one of the most
polluted rivers in India in
which level of pollutants is
more than 3000 times than
the permissible limit defined
by the WHO as 'safe'. It is the
symbol of India's spiritual
heritage. It represents the

5,000-year-old civilisation of
India.Ganga is vital ly
important to India, that's why
we have to save Ganga River
from pollution. It is our duty
to save Ganga River. Is it not
imperative to keep natural
resources pure as these
sustain life and maintain
ecological balance ?Revered
Agarwal's selfless service and
dedication to the Ganga's
cause have earned him the
reverence of many. His work
embodies the spirit of service
and stewardship that is
essential for preserving this
sacred river. May his legacy
continue to inspire others to
work towards the Ganga's
conservation and protection.
Let Agarwal's  death for a good
cause  be recognised by the
Central Government and
'clean Ganga' project be acted
upon at the earliest. Let us
also implement a strict law so
that offenders can be punished
for causing pollution. (B-15
Jyoti-Kalash Society,
Jodhpur Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)
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What if this serpent god
decides our boundaries?

Junagadh,  on the holy day
of Nag Panchma, thousands of
devotees bring their vows to the
Malbapa temple near Keshod
and bow their heads to Mal
Bapa. Every Monday of the
month of Shravan, thousands
of devotees gather here, let's
know the history of Manekwada.
The sacred place of the serpent
god, Malbapa Temple, in
Manekwada village . Situated
on the state highway from
Junagadh to Veraval, about 30
kilometers from Junagadh and
15 kilometers from Keshod, on
the banks of the Sabri river, the
small but historically important
village of Manekwada,
Kathiawad, is famous
throughout Saurashtra for the
sacred place of the serpent
god, Malbapa Temple. This
temple is not only important
from a religious point of view,
but the folklore and miraculous
events behind it give it a unique
place. Bhikhudan Gadhvi's
native place is Manekwada. The
name of the folklorist
Bhikhudan Gadhvi is also
associated with Manekwada
village, as his native place is also
Manekwada. According to
folklore, Malbapa had two
brothers and a sister—brother
Ragtiyabapa resides on the
banks of the Ozhat river near
Vanthali, while Khumbhiyabapa
is located in the village of
Khumbdi and the temple of
sister Kalinag is located in
Kanja. All these four places are
centers of faith for the devotees
of Saurashtra. According to
Jagmalbhai Dangar, a senior
devotee of the village, in the old
days, there was a long-standing
dispute between the villages of
Manekwada, Magharwada and
Sendarda regarding the
boundaries of the land. Despite
repeated measurements, no
solution was found. One day, the
people of the three villages
gathered in the boundary area
and while talking, the tension
increased so much that many
times disputes arose regarding
the boundaries of the villages.
At that time, suddenly a huge
and magnificent serpent was
seen coming from the front.
Someone jokingly said, “What
if this serpent god decides our
boundaries?” 'The serpent
straightened the field, tied the
border cord on the path where

the field fell' The three parties
joined hands and prayed to the
serpent that he, as a divine
being, would determine the
boundaries with truth and
justice. The serpent
straightened the field and
moved forward—the border
cord was tied on the path where
the field fell.

 The people kept walking
behind the serpent and kept
saying in joy—Wah Bapa! Wow
my god. This place is famous
as “Serp Chirano on the Border.”
On the way, the serpent
reached a difficult place—the
dried, sharp trunk of a Kerda
tree was right on the border.
The serpent thought for a
moment, because if he turned
in any direction, a piece of land
belonging to the people on one
side would be cut off. Finally,
he took the direct route—he
climbed up the Kerda trunk, his
spear got stuck in the sharp
point, and when he came down
on the other side, he was cut
up to his tail.

Trump’s tariff toolkit: Lose Bharat, trengthen China, shatter Pax Americana
Seven months into his

second term, Donald Trump’s
presidency appears to be
entering uncharted waters—
even for those who claim to
understand his unconventional
political playbook. The former
real estate mogul built his
political brand on
unpredictability, disruption,
and a refusal to play by
traditional rules. Until recently,
this approach seemed to have
some method in its madness—
a calculated chaos designed to
keep rivals off balance and
extract concessions in
negotiations. But Trump’s
latest tariff moves—especially
imposing a 25 per cent tariff
on exports from Bharat—have
stripped away the façade of
methodical unpredictability,
exposing what many now see
as unrestrained
impulsiveness. In the process,
Trump risks undoing years of
careful, if uneven, progress in

Bharat-US relations.
This is not just another

trade dispute. It marks a
deeper failure to understand
Bharat—not merely as an
emerging economic power,
but as a civilisational state with
a unique worldview and long
memory. By treating it as a
pawn in a transactional game,
Trump risks alienating the one
partner that could have helped
secure America’s long-term
strategic interests in a rapidly
changing world order.

Trump’s leadership style
has always mirrored his
business persona. In his
worldview, every international
relationship is a negotiation—
a zero-sum game where one
side wins only if the other
loses. Deals, concessions, and
optics matter more than
shared values or historical
context. To him, tariffs are
tools of power, not just
economic instruments. The

logic is simple: infl ict
maximum pressure, force
capitulation, and claim victory.

In this narrow calculus,
Bharat becomes just another
“trading partner” to be

coerced into submission. The
25 per cent tariff, therefore, is
not only about correcting trade
imbalances with Bharat; it is an
attempt to showcase American
dominance in the relationship.

But this approach
fundamentally misunderstands
Bharat’s ethos and foreign
policy DNA. Bharat does not
conduct diplomacy as a series
of business transactions. Its

foreign policy is rooted in a
civilisational consciousness that
values strategic autonomy,
mutual respect, and
sovereignty above coercive
bargaining.


