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Editorial

Increasing number of
train accidents

The increasing number of
train accidents is alarming and
is also a symptom of the rot
within. These are needless
deaths, which happen only in
India which is really disgusting.
In order to prevent the
recurrence of such mishaps,
the modernisation of safety
equipment, the maintenance
of track and signals, the re-
training and fitness of the staff,
especially drivers, their
assistants, guards, and those
at the stations  need to be
improved. On the one hand,
safety measures are out of
place and, on the other, safety
awareness is abysmally low
among people. How many of
us know what to do in cases
of emergency? Our Railway
Minister needs efficient,
adequate and trained staff too,
for turning the vision into
reality. As evident due to trains
derailment and accidents, our
country faced lot of loss the
precious lives of passengers,
private & public property as
well as caused fear in the
minds of commuters to refrain
from using rail journeys to
reach their destination.

 It is a fact that railway
traffic has grown
disproportionately to railway
infrastructure, particularly
railroads and routes. There
are serious flaws in the
scheduling of trains on some
routes. So much so that the
Railway system would not be
able to handle the traffic on
certain routes if all trains were
to run as per schedule. Every
year we introduce new trains
without improving the
infrastructure. While a probe
has been ordered, and
compensations announced, the
history of Indian Railways is
not very bright when it comes
to safety.

It has become a routine for
the Railway Ministers and
officials to rush to the scene
of accident, express their
sorrow and opinion for its
cause, announce ex-gratia
payments to the victims'

families and initiate an inquiry,
and there ends the matter. It
is clear that the phenomenal
advance in modern
technology has not led to the
upgradation of safety to the
desired extent.

In addition to use of new
technology for improvement,
great need is to felt to look
after the manpower behind
the rail in terms of providing
better facilities in incentives,
promotions, trainings,
healthcare, accommodation
and proper rests to shift
workers and imparting yoga
& meditation for their well-
beings and also devise
mechanisms to comfort their
families, which play pivotal
role to bring mission of
Railway Minister's dream and
mission comes true.

But safety hardly seems to
improve. Has any action taken
on various inquiries instituted
by railways in the past after
accidents ? No ! Successive
governments have ignored
warnings given by expert
committees and engineers of
the Indian Railways on track
safety and maintenance.
Every time a major train
accident occurs, we get down
to postmortem on the reasons
that caused the accident.
Every time a serious accident
occurs, the Railway Ministry
announces a probe. While
chanting the development
mantra, the Railways should
take care not to compromise
safety. The Railways should
allocate sufficient funds for
passenger safety and learn
from other countries, if
necessary. Let us stop the
blame game and focus on
safety measures so that these
accidents can be avoided in
future. It is only the common
man who has to pay the price
for all this with his life. It is
time for a systemic overhaul,
including safety measures, on
a war footing. The Indian
Railways needs to launch
'Zero Accident Mission' in a
definite time frame.
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The 'Peace' God means for
us is not 'world peace' but it
means  completeness,
soundness, prosperity at all
levels of our lives. World

peace is defined as an ideal
of freedom, peace, and
happiness among and within
all nations and/or people.

When we wake up in the
morning and listen to the radio
or read the newspaper, we
are confronted with the same
sad news: violence, crime,
wars, and disasters. Today,
peace has predominantly
become political work towards
settlement of issues between
the nations through military
involvement, cessation of
arms and weapons and
dialogue on less-violent,
civilian matters. Peace has
also included some
humanitarian efforts that
stretch its helping hands to the
calamity-hit regions in the
world. Mahatma Gandhi - the
father of nation is not seen in
this platform of world peace.
His ideologies remain

neglected at the global forum
and are considered as a tonic
for social and cultural
development only. As he is
known as the Father of the
nation politically, economically
his dictum stands as a
medicine merely for building
local economy. He said, "If we
have no charity, and no
tolerance, we shall never
settle our differences
amicably and must therefore
always submit to the
arbitration of a third party." His
perception of bringing peace
and resolving conflict had such
a diversified point of interest
every time when he insisted
on taking fast to bring hostile
situation under control.

Today we all the over the
world people crave for peace.
The leaders and politicians of
the world are trying to achieve
world peace. But many

difficulties come in the way.
There is fear and suspicion
among nations. Russia
suspects the motives of
American. America likewise
does not trust Russia. Pakistan
says that it is afraid of India.

It is said that voice of the
people is the voice of God.
Nowhere in the world people
want war. They are fed up
with it. The desire for peace
is supreme in their hearts.
Powerful countries should give
up the race of arming
themselves and their friendly
countries to the teeth. Peace
and prosperity can be attained
through the realization of five
basic fundamental freedoms,
for all people, everywhere in
the world. They are: freedom
of speech, freedom of religion,
freedom from want, freedom
for the environment, and
freedom from fear.

Modern challenges of
poverty, hunger, diminishing
natural resources, water
scarcity, social inequality,
environmental degradation,
diseases, corruption, racism
and xenophobia, among
others, pose challenges for
peace and create fertile
grounds for conflict. Peace is
the mother of progress.
Without peace a nation cannot
make any progress. So peace
is ever desirable.

World-peace is absolutely
necessary. The public opinion
of the world is in favour of
lasting peace. It is said "Peace
begins with a smile." A smile
can light up a room, so
imagine what a world of
smiles can do. If every day,
someone does something
kind for someone, it will create
a ripple effect.

Focusing on peace is

imperative for our future.
There is power when people
unite in the heart for the
betterment of all people and
the planet. Peace is certainly
something we must seek.
History is a record of wars.
Peace is still a dream. People
talk of peace but prepare for
war. Almost all the countries
have been raising their
defense budgets. There are
a few people who have
come to learn that the
solutions to the challenges
of life are not necessarily
found on the outside, but
need to come from within.
Increasing our love and
connection in day-to-day
interactions can be the
missing piece in the peace
equation. (B-15 Jyoti-
Kalash Society, Jodhpur
Tekra, Satell ite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)
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How India should approach Dalai
Lama’s succession issue

After a weeklong
celebration of his 90th birthday,
His Holiness the Dalai Lama is
in Leh preaching and relaxing.
Did India miss an opportunity
to test, if not reset, its Tibet
policy over the succession of
the Dalai Lama? Ahead of
Foreign Minister S Jaishankar’s
first visit to China after the
Galwan clashes and pro forma
normalisation of bilateral
relations, China noted that
“Tibet-related issues,
including the reincarnation of
the Dalai Lama, are a thorn in
India-China relations”.

Beijing’s pincer attacks
came in quick barrages from
its embassy in Delhi and the
Foreign Ministry in Beijing
before and after the Dalai
Lama’s 90th birthday, ignoring
Tibet’s history, religion, and
traditions and letting its
invasion and occupation of
Tibet in 1950 do the speaking.
India’s silence is due to China’s
military and economic power
and Delhi’s constraint to reset
its Tibet policy. This has
allowed Beijing to salami slice
in East Ladakh, freeze
progress on border settlement,
and act adversarially during Op
Sindoor. The Sikyong

(President) of the Central
Tibetan Administration
(Government in Exile), Penpa
Tsering, had offered ideas on
succession last year. On 2 July,
in a recorded video statement,
His Holiness Dalai Lama Tenzin
Gyatso said that the Gaden
Phodrang Trust, the offices of
the Dalai Lama, and the Central
Tibetan Administration (CTA)
will search and find his
successor, which Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiran Rijiju
endorsed: “No one has the right
to interfere or decide who the
successor will be; only he or
his institution has the authority
to make the decision.”

China immediately
protested Rijiju’s statement,

warning India against
interfering in its internal affairs
at the expense of bilateral
relations. Delhi did not push the
matter further. India’s Foreign
Ministry said, “India does not
take any position or speak on
matters concerning faith and
religion but will continue to
uphold freedom of religion.”

Rijiju also clarified he was
echoing feelings of Tibetans,
speaking for himself and not the
government. It is India’s moral
and cultural right and
responsibility to prevent China
from usurping Tibetan
Buddhism from its homeland.
On 6 July, his birthday, the Dalai
Lama said he would reincarnate
in a free country and live to be
130 years old, adding his
reincarnation could be found in
Ladakh, Dharamsala, or
Arunachal Pradesh. Prime
Minister Modi congratulated
the Dalai Lama on his birthday.
China protested against PM
Modi’s greetings, fired volleys
at the US for endorsing the
Dalai Lama, and issued its
own interpretation of
succession, asserting China’s
prerogative to anoint the 15th
Dalai Lama.

NCERT’s tame revision and distorians’ loud outrage: Why
Bharat is still in search of its true history

The recent storm over
changes in NCERT’s history
textbooks has reignited an old
and unresolved debate: Who
owns Bharat’s history, and
who has the right to narrate
it? Critics—largely from the
academic and media
e s t a b l i s h m e n t — h a v e
slammed the revisions as
politically motivated, accusing
the government of
“saffronisation” and
ideological distortion.

But this outrage, however
loud, sidesteps a deeper
truth: For decades after
Independence, Bharat’s
historiography—particularly
what entered school
curricula—was crafted not by
a plurality of scholarly voices,
but by a small coterie of
Marxist and Nehruvian
intellectuals who captured the
country’s academic institutions
and think tanks through
political patronage and
interference. Such was the
stranglehold of Leftist

historians such as Romila
Thapar, Bipan Chandra, Irfan
Habib, and R S Sharma that
there was no space for
historiography other than the
one rooted in economic
determinism—a worldview
that was dismissive of Bharat’s
civilisational achievements
and ethos. This intellectual
monopoly romanticised
Islamic invaders, ignored
indigenous resistance, and
downplayed Bharat’s ancient
(Sanatana) accomplishments.
Babur was, thus, portrayed as
a curious naturalist and a
doting father (Nehru called
him a “renaissance prince”),
Akbar as a liberal genius, and
Aurangzeb as a
misunderstood ruler. In
contrast, Hindu figures like
Krishnadeva Raya, Maharana
Pratap, and Shivaji were
relegated to the margins.
Even native empires of repute
such as Vijayanagar, Ahom,
and Karkota were reduced to
footnotes. The guiding

ideology seemed to be: De-
sacralise Bharatiya civilisation
and sanctify its conquerors.

The NCERT Controversy
The latest controversy

surrounding the NCERT
textbook of Class VIII centres
largely around Akbar, long
celebrated as a liberal
visionary. His policies of
religious tolerance and Rajput
all iances have always
dominated textbook
narratives. So, when the
revised syllabus now includes
unsavoury details such as the
1568 massacre at
Chittorgarh—where over
30,000 civilians were killed
after the fort had already
fallen—it’s seen as an assault
on his legacy. There is no
denying Akbar was an able
ruler, far ahead of many
contemporaries, especially in
the Islamic world. But
glorification should not come
at the cost of truth. The
Chittorgarh massacre was not
a battlefield tragedy—it was an
act of vengeance after a
successful siege. To hide such
acts is distortion; to justify
them by citing plunders by
Hindu rulers is lazy
scholarship. A massacre is not
just a plunder, and inventing
false equivalences to cover up
omissions is intellectual

dishonesty. No historical
figure—however revered—
should be above scrutiny.

If Akbar has been over-
glorified, the Mughal dynasty
as a whole has often been
portrayed as the pinnacle of
Bharatiya civilisation. This
historical approach needs
recalibration. Yes, the Mughals
built a vast empire, set up
uniform law and order
machinery across the
subcontinent, and promoted
art and architecture. But they
were also foreigners, as 17th-
century French traveller
François Bernier observed,
who needed large standing
armies even in peacetime to
suppress dissent. Babur’s own
memoir, Baburnama, revels in
violence against “infidels”, as
it mentions how he would,
after a battlefield, build “a
tower of infidels’ skulls”.
Jahangir, the lover-boy Salim
of Mughal-e-Azam, ordered
the killing of Arjan Dev, the fifth
Sikh guru, in the very first year
of his reign. Shah Jahan,
romanticised for building the
Taj Mahal in memory of his
wife, Mumtaj Mahal, oversaw
the construction of this
“monument of love” while
famines ravaged the
countryside. Such was the
destitution at that time, as

Abdul Hamid Lahori writes in
his biography of Shah Jahan,
that “dog’s flesh was sold for
goat’s flesh and the pounded
bones of the dead were mixed
with flour and sold”. As for
Aurangzeb, he institutionalised
bigotry by reviving jizya,
banning Hindu festivals, and
demolishing temples. These
accounts aren’t fringe—they
come from the Mughals’ own
court chronicles.

To question this kind of
lopsided narrative is not
c o m m u n a l i s m — i t ’ s
historiographical integrity.

Slow and Cautious
Reforms Despite media
alarmism, the NCERT revisions
are neither sweeping nor
comprehensive. They are
excruciatingly slow and
excessively cautious, to the
extent of appearing
apologetic. The textbooks
continue to uphold a worldview
where invaders are
humanised, native resistance
is sidelined, and Bharatiya
civilisational achievements are
ignored, if not totally
dismissed. Rather than boldly
rewriting history with balance
and authenticity, NCERT often
appears hesitant—fearful of
pushback from entrenched
guardians of the academia, of
being branded communal and
Islamophobic, and of
challenging globally palatable
‘secular’, Leftist narratives.

The outrage against
textbook revisions is less about
defending historical objectivity
and more about resisting a
long-overdue correction. For
decades, history writing in the
country has been filtered
through a narrow ideological
prism—one that celebrated
foreign invasions, concealed
Islamic brutality, and

undermined Sanatana
ingenuity and fightback.

BLT Limited IPO Opens
on 4th August, 2025

Ahmedabad, BLT Logistics
Limited, engaged in providing
surface transportation of
goods in containerized trucks
and warehousing services to
various industries and
businesses. As on FY25, the
company owned operational
fleet of 106 vehicles having
capacity ranging from 3.5MT
to 18MT and another 15
vehicles as part of the fleet of
the company's 99.99%
subsidiary, Sabarmati, having
capacity of 9MT. The company
serves B2B customers which
require transporting bulk
quantities of their goods from
one place to another within

India. BLT proposes to open
its Initial Public Offering on
Monday 4th August, 2025
aiming to raise ? 9.72 Crore
(At Upper Price Band), with
shares to be listed on the BSE
SME platform. The issue size
is 12,96,000 equity shares at
a face value of ? 10 each with
a price band of ? 71 - ? 75
per Share. .Mr. Krishan Kumar,
Chairman and Managing
Director, BLT Logistics Limited,
stated, "This IPO marks a
pivotal moment in our
journey. With increased
capital, we aim to strengthen
our operations and expands
market reach. (1-7)


