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Editorial DEEPIKA PADUKONE CHAMPIONS SMART
STYLING FOR EVERY HAIR TYPE

Ahmedabad, Dyson, the
global technology company,
today announced the launch of
its new 'The Difference is
Dyson' campaign featuring
Brand Ambassador for Dyson
Beauty Deepika Padukone.
With this campaign, Dyson
invites individuals of all hair
types to experience the impact
of unique self-expression,
achieving perfectly styled hair
without heat damage. This
reaffirms Dyson's
commitment to hair health
through innovative technology,
while highlighting the
versatility and performance
that define the Dyson beauty
range.

Crafted in collaboration
with Hogarth, the new film
illustrates how Dyson's range
is engineered with a focus on
real-world hair needs for
India's diverse hair types,
styles, and weather
conditions. Unfolding through
a series of high-impact visuals,
the campaign follows Deepika
Padukone in everyday and
statement styles, all achieved
without compromising hair

health. From sleek, natural
looks to defined curls, the
styling journey reflects the
effortless, damage-free
promise of Dyson's innovative-
led hair care solutions.
Speaking on the campaign,
Ankit Jain, Managing Director,
Dyson India, said: "'The
Difference is Dyson' is a
campaign that embraces and
elevates individuality. (1-7)

Deepening China-Iran

ties pose a new

challenge for India

Iran is still reeling from the
12-day conflict with Israel and
the June 22 US Air Force and
Navy strike on its nuclear
facilities. The confrontation
has pushed West Asia to the
edge of a new regional
order—one in which Israel
sought to assert itself as an
unrestrained military force.
While framed as targeted
attacks on Iranian nuclear
sites, the Israeli offensive
significantly degraded Iran’s
broader offensive and
defensive military capabilities.
Once reliant on American-
made fighter jets and defence
systems, post-revolutionary
Iran pivoted to Soviet and later
Russian military hardware
while gradually developing a
robust domestic defence
industry. In recent years, Iran
has also incorporated a
growing number of Chinese
weapons systems into its
arsenal. China also has
increasing interests in Iranian
energy supplies. China’s
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
recently said in France, “The
United States shamelessly
bombed the nuclear facilities
of a sovereign country, Iran.
This is a dangerous precedent.
If it causes a nuclear disaster,
the entire world will pay the
price. If national power alone
decides right and wrong,
where are the rules? Where
is justice? This so-called
strength will not bring real
peace. It will open Pandora’s
Box. Are weaker nations,
especially small ones, just
meals served up on the table
for the powerful?”

China is a major importer
of Iranian oil, with figures
reaching record levels in June
2025, averaging over 1.8
million barrels per day (bpd).
Despite US sanctions aimed at
limiting Iran’s oil revenue,
China continues to import a
large volume of Iranian crude,
with an estimated 90 percent
of Iran’s oil exports going to
China. To circumvent US
sanctions, China has been able
to maintain and even increase
its imports, largely through the
use of “shadow fleets” and
other workarounds.

China’s reliance on Iranian
oil has led to a complex trade
relationship, with Iran heavily
dependent on China for oil
revenue. This dynamic has
been described as a “colonial
trap” by some Iranian officials.
Any disruption to Iran’s oil
exports, whether due to
conflict or stricter sanctions,
could have significant
consequences for China’s
energy supply and economy.
Conversely, it will also be bad
for the Iranian economy.

Iran possesses a diverse
range of military assets,
including domestically
produced and imported
equipment. Iran has a
substantial number of battle
tanks, infantry vehicles, and
artillery pieces of American,
Russian, and local makes.
These included American F-14
Tomcat, McDonnell Douglas F-
4 Phantom II, and Northrop F-
5 Tiger II fighters; Lockheed
C-130 Hercules transport
aircraft; and heavy and utility
helicopters. They have
Russian MiG-29, Sukhoi Su-
24, and S-22 fighters; Mil Mi-
17; T-72 tanks; S-400 AD
systems; infantry fighting
vehicles; towed howitzers;
short-range ballistic missiles;
KamAZ-43114 heavy trucks;
and Russian Kilo-class
submarines, among others.

Clearly, Iran’s air force is
severely outdated and ill-
equipped to confront modern
adversaries. Iran desperately
needs fighter aircraft and air

defence systems. Iran is
grappling with the need to
overhaul its shattered air
defence system and
intelligence apparatus.

China has long supported
Iran’s ball istic missile
program and backed it with
dual-use industrial inputs for
missile production. Iran has
been inducting Chinese
equipment for the last nearly
three decades. These include
Chengdu J-7 fighters, multiple
rocket launcher systems, 155-
mm howitzers, and anti-ship
missiles. After suffering major
losses in the recently
concluded “12-day War”, Iran
is reportedly mulling the
purchase of Chinese J-10C
(Vigorous Dragon) fighter
jets. They are looking at
ground-based air-defence
weapons and PL-15 class air-
to-air missiles (AAM).

In the spring of 2023,
Iranian officials negotiated in
Beijing and Moscow to
replenish Tehran’s stores of
ammonium perchlorate,
important for ballistic missile
solid propellant. China has
conducted regular maritime
cooperation with Iran,
boosting Beijing’s presence in
the Persian Gulf. China has
provided material and
intelligence support to the
Iran-backed Houthis. Clearly
China is emerging as a
potential, perhaps even
desirable, alternative to
Russia. But China’s attempt to
keep channels open with the
US and its relations with Iran’s
regional rivals contribute to its
disinclination to beef up Iran’s
military. Benefits for Beijing
from increased defence
cooperation with Tehran in
wooing a Middle Eastern
partner, which is on its knees
and desperately needs more
powerful friends, are obvious.
China would get to consolidate
an alternative energy corridor
that bypasses traditional
maritime choke points like the
Strait of Malacca and the Bab
el-Mandeb. Iranian
infrastructure can be connected
to China through the already
underway China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) in
Pakistan. Iran could further be
linked to Iraqi oil infrastructure.
China could be a direct investor
and ensure its security. Such
routing will also support its
“Iron Brother”, Pakistan.
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Timely police action reunites missing 5-
year-old girl with family in Maninagar

Ahmedabad, In a heartwarming display of swift coordination
and public service, the Maninagar police in Ahmedabad
successfully traced the family of a 5-year-old girl found crying
and alone near Jawahar Chowk on Sunday. Thanks to the timely
efforts of the police, the child was safely reunited with her
parents within hours. The incident unfolded when a passerby
noticed a young girl, visibly distressed and in tears, wandering
near Jawahar Chowk.

Israel-Iran war: Netanyahu achieved a tactical
victory but failed strategically

Israel’s showdown with
Iran, following the enormous
destruction of Iranian proxies
like Hamas, the Houthis, and
Hezbollah, was imminent. For
most of us, it was just a matter
of time. Regime change in
Syria and Iran’s rapid
progress on attaining the
critical level of 60 percent
uranium enrichment made it
inevitable. However, little did
we imagine that the war that
began with Israel’s terrific
initial success, rendering it
vulnerable to regime change
and annihilation of its nuclear
program, would end abruptly
with punitive tactical American
strikes on Iranian nuclear
facilities at Fardow, Natanz,
and Isfahan, leaving the
changing world order in limbo.

Apparently, President
Donald Trump is making a
desperate push for the Nobel
Peace Prize by highlighting his
efforts to secure a ceasefire.
However, his bold claims of
“totally obliterating” Iranian
nuclear sites, setting back its
nuclear program by decades,
remain unproven. The Iranian
foreign minister, Araghchi,
admitted “excessive and
serious” damage to the
nuclear sites in Israeli and
American bombings; however,
Supreme Leader Khamenei,
refuting such claims and
declaring Iran’s victory over
the US and Israel, said that the
strikes failed to “accomplish
anything significant”.

The Pentagon’s leaked
preliminary assessment also
runs counter to Trump’s claims
and suggests that the strikes
only set the Iranian nuclear

program back by a few
months. The Washington Post’s
June 29 report, based on the
intercepted communications of
three Iranian officials, also
suggests that the attacks were
less devastating. Further, the
Tehran Times reported that the
“core of Iran’s nuclear program
remains operational”. The
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) chief, Rafael
Grossi, also validates such
claims. On June 29, he said that
American strikes inflicted
massive damage, but not “total
damage”, and they could be
resumed again within a few
months. Describing Iran as a
“sophisticated country” in
nuclear technology, Grossi
stated that Iran possibly

rescued some part of the
enriched uranium. Further,
Iran’s decision to cancel all the
negotiations on the nuclear
issues despite Trump’s offer of
several incentives and suspend
all cooperation with the IAEA,
denying IAEA inspectors access
to atomic sites, indicates that
Iran is likely to build a nuclear
weapon as its sole deterrent
against future strikes. The
much-debated question of
regime change appears to be
dead as a dodo. A senior Israeli
diplomat told me that about a
million people directly benefit
from the Mullah regime; hence,
they are likely to fight tooth and
nail to defend it. Additionally,
the shrewd Iranian regime can
demonstrate moderation by

relaxing Islamic rules to garner
public support. Unless Iran
bleeds economically and its
institutions fail, resulting in
internal chaos and inability to
support them, regime change
looks like a dangerously
romantic proposition. Further,
Iran, a country of 1.65 million
square km, more than triple
the size of Iraq, renders itself
immune to any regime change
without bloody ground battles
involving the large-scale use of
infantry. Indeed, Israel alone is
incapable of a long-drawn-out
ground troop movement, given
its size and resources. Whether
the US is even willing to give it
a thought? The larger question
here is that of the American
intervention.


