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Amit Shah inaugurates
National Turmeric Board

3,100 children take part in 21st Telangana
Regional SIP Prodigy Contest 2025
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Addressing the gather-

ing, Amit Shah reaffirmed
the Centre’s commitment to
the welfare of turmeric farm-
ers, noting that Nizamabad
is regarded as the turmeric
capital of the country. “I feel
fortunate to inaugurate the
Turmeric Board, which be-
came a reality thanks to the
persistent efforts of BJP
MPs. Not only was the
board granted to
Telangana, but a Telangana

native has also been ap-
pointed as its chairman,” he
said.

Shah highlighted
turmeric’s global signifi-
cance, calling it a “divine
medicine” with anti-viral,
anti-bacterial, and anti-can-
cer properties. “Our target
is to achieve USD 1 billion
in turmeric exports by 2030.
Through this board, we will
train farmers in modern cul-
tivation techniques and
work to improve their in-

comes through initiatives
like the Bharati Cooperative
Society,” he added.

Telangana Agriculture
Minister Thummala
Nageswara Rao expressed
gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
and MP Dharmapuri Arvind
for sanctioning the Na-
tional Turmeric Board for
Nizamabad, a region known
for its large-scale turmeric
cultivation. Several digni-

taries attended the event,
including Union Ministers
G. Kishan Reddy, Bandi
Sanjay, Telangana Agricul-
ture Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao, Nizamabad
district in-charge Minister
Seethakka, National Tur-
meric Board Chairman Palle
Gangareddy, Secretary
Bhavani Sri, MP
Dharmapuri Arvind, Dr.
Laxman, and Urban MLA
Dhanpal Suryanarayana
Gupta.
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SIP Prodigy is an annual

abacus and mental arith-
metic competition. In a
high-energy atmosphere
filled with anticipation and
enthusiasm, the children —
dubbed “human calcula-
tors” — attempted to solve
over 200 arithmetic prob-
lems in just 11 minutes,
showcasing their abacus-
powered mental math skills.
The contest was con-
ducted in two rounds, with
1,550 students competing in
each session.

Inaugurating the con-
test, Sibi Sekhar, Director,
SIP Academy, emphasized
that “Abacus is beyond
Mathematics. It builds es-
sential life skills — con-
centration, listening,
memory, and a competitive

spirit — all of which lay
the foundation for aca-
demic excellence and con-
fidence,” he added. “Any
competition has two out-
comes -- one is the Win-
ner, and the other is the
Learner. Participation mat-
ters more than winning or
losing, it builds resilience
and the spirit to grow.”

The Regional Winners of
this contest will go on to
represent Telangana at the
International Prodigy
Championship, to be held in
November 2025 in Chennai,
where over 5,000 children
from 23 Indian States and
11 countries are expected to
compete. A convocation
ceremony was also held for
300 students, who com-
pleted the prestigious
Grand Master Level, the

most advanced stage of SIP
Abacus training.

Addressing media per-
sons prior to the event,
Sekhar shared the
organization's ambitious ex-
pansion plans.  SIP Acad-
emy, currently present in 23
Indian States and 11 coun-
tries, plans to expand to
Gujarat, parts of Uttar
Pradesh, Australia, and
other global markets. It has
trained over one million chil-
dren in two decades. Cur-
rently, 1.75 lakh students are
enrolled in 1,000 centres
across India, facilitated by
5,000+ teachers, with pro-
grams running in 1,500
schools. Bharath,
Telangana State Head, an-
nounced that SIP Academy
has 71 centres in Telangana,
training 10,300+ students,

with plans to scale up to 100
centres within a year.

Uma Swaminathan high-
lighted SIP Academy’s
green initiative — “Creat-
ing a Forest”, using the
Miyawaki method, a Japa-
nese technique to grow
dense native forests. SIP
has already created five
such forests in Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, Delhi,
Maharashtra, and West
Bengal. Plans are under-
way to create the first
Miyawaki forest in
Telangana, in partnership
with the State Forest De-
partment. SIP’s Prodigy
Contests are known for
scale and excellence, hav-
ing earned six entries in
the Limca Book of Records
for record student partici-
pation.

Kolkata Gangrape Case:
SIT Expanded To 9 Members

From ‘Saare Jahan Se’ To ‘Bharat Mata Ki
Jai’: 41 Years Of Indian Space Glory
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The incident that comes 10

months after the RG Kar hos-
pital rape and murder case has
triggered a political row in
West Bengal. Congress and
the BJP earlier in the day held
separate protests over the
incident.  Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) launched an all-
out attack on the ruling
Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal over the alleged
gangrape incident, with the
party demanding the resig-
nation of the Chief Minister,
Mamata Banerjee. BJP leader
Gaurav Vallabh attacked the
TMC government led by
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and said that the
government which fails to
protect its women should be
dismissed.

BJP leader Gourav Vallabh
told, "I strongly demand
that a government that fails
to protect its women must
be dismissed. It is disgrace-
ful to see MPs standing
with the accused, claiming
it was a matter of friendship

or asking 'what should we
do.' Such behaviour from
TMC leaders, who are try-
ing to shield the accused,
is shameful... Mamata
Banerjee should resign im-
mediately."

Vallabh also questioned
the relationship between
the gangrape accused
and the TMC. “What is
the relationship between
the gang rape accused
and the TMC? Why do
accused often emerge as
members of the TMC
party? In this case, the
accused is also found to
be a member of TMC. All
of this is happening when
the West Bengal Chief
Minister is a woman... I
believe Bengal has now
become synonymous with
anarchy, corruption, and
nepotism,”  he said.

Police have arrested
three people identified as
Manojit Mishra, Zaib
Ahmed and Pramit
Mukhopadhyay for their
alleged involvement in the

Kolkata Law College
gangrape case. The ac-
cused have been remanded
to police custody till July
1. Additionally, police are
also investigating the
Guard of the Law College,
Pinaki Banerjee’s role in the
alleged offence. Kolkata
Police Chief Prosecutor
Sourin Ghosal told, "We
are investigating his
(Guard of the Law College,
Pinaki Banerjee) role in the
alleged offence...The court
has granted his police cus-
tody till July 1." The BJP
has set up a four-member
fact-finding committee to
investigate the case. BJP
MP Sambit Patra an-
nounced while addressing
a press conference in the
National Capital on Satur-
day. "BJP President JP
Nadda has formed a com-
mittee, and that committee
will visit the spot and in-
vestigate. Its members are
former Union Ministers
Satpal Singh, Meenakshi
Lekhi and MPs Biplab Deb

and Manan Mishra. This
committee will soon visit
the spot and submit its re-
port to the National Presi-
dent," he said. Patra de-
manded that Mamata
Banerjee apologise and re-
sign as the Chief Minister.
"We are not asking for
clarification from Mamata
Banerjee. We are asking
her to apologise and re-
sign," Patra said.

Union Minister and West
Bengal BJP President
Sukanta Majumdar was de-
tained on Saturday while
protesting against the
gangrape incident at South
Calcutta Law College in
Kolkata. The party
organised the protest at
Gariahat Crossing in
Kolkata. Waiving the BJP
flags, they attempted to
climb over the barricades
guarded by police person-
nel.  The first-year student
of  South Calcutta Law Col-
lege was allegedly raped on
June 25 inside the college
premises.
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Sharma’s presence

aboard the Soviet Salyut 7
space station during a joint
Indo-Soviet mission turned
him into a national hero
overnight. His words in-
spired generations of scien-
tists, engineers, and school-
children dreaming of the
stars.

Shukla’s mission marks a
generational leap for India,
from piggybacking on the
Soviet space programme to
becoming a trusted partner
in cutting-edge global mis-
sions. The year 2025 deliv-
ers that India is no longer
an aspiring space partici-
pant; it is a nation actively
shaping the future of hu-
man spaceflight. Plans for
the Gaganyaan mission,
India’s first manned space-
flight, are underway. The

Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is eye-
ing its own space station
and even lunar missions.
Amidst this, Shubhanshu
Shukla, a 39-year-old Indian
Air Force pilot, has become
the first Indian to reach the
ISS, as part of a NASA-
Axiom Space commercial
mission. His reflections,
shared during an 18-minute
video call with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, of-
fered not just technical in-
sight but emotional reso-
nance. “From here, you
don’t see borders. You see
one Earth,” Shukla said.
“India looks huge from here,
bigger than on any map.”
In his call with PM Modi,
Shukla spoke about the
challenges of living in zero
gravity, how even drinking
water or sleeping requires

effort and adaptation. He
humorously described
strapping his feet down
during the call to avoid float-
ing mid-sentence.

To which PM Modi re-
sponded with, “Today you
are farthest from the moth-
erland but closest to the
hearts of 140 crore Indi-
ans.” The Indian astronaut
also spoke about sharing
carrot halwa, moong dal
halwa, and aamras with in-
ternational crewmates
aboard the ISS. “Everyone
liked it,” he said, adding,
“They now want to visit
India someday.”

While Sharma’s 1984 jour-
ney was a moment of sym-
bolic pride, Shukla’s 2025
mission is also a strategic
milestone. It reflects India’s
transition from observer to
active participant in global

space exploration. As India
prepares to launch its own
human spaceflight mission
(Gaganyaan) and develop a
Bhartiya Antariksha Sta-
tion, Shukla’s journey rein-
forces national confidence.

The two astronauts, un-
der two Prime Ministers,
now bookend four decades
of Indian space ambition.
Where Sharma’s reply was
poetic, Shukla’s is declara-
tive. Where Sharma flew
under Soviet wings, Shukla
carries India’s flag to the
ISS in collaboration with
America. Shukla’s message
to the country carried the
weight of history and the
promise of the future. “This
is not just my achievement.
This is a collective leap for
our country,” he said, be-
fore concluding with the
words: “Bharat Mata ki Jai.”

Puri Stampede: Rs 25 Lakh Financial Aid
For Kins, 2 Officials Suspended

Puri Stampede: Follow-
ing the tragic stampede
during the Jagannath Rath
Yatra in Puri, Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi on Sunday an-
nounced Rs. 25 lakh in fi-
nancial assistance for the
families of those who lost
their lives. Furthermore,
Odisha Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP)
Vishnu Pati and Comman-
dant Ajay Padhi have been
suspended, following the
incident in which at least
three people died and sev-
eral were injured. The mis-
hap occurred early morning
on Sunday near the
Gundicha Temple in
Puri.According to a post on
X by the Odisha CMO, the

incident occurred during the
world-famous Rath Yatra in
Puri, as overcrowding led to
the unfortunate demise of
three devotees.

Probe On
The Chief Minister has

also ordered a detailed ad-
ministrative inquiry into the
incident to be conducted
under the supervision of
the Development Commis-
sioner. He also directed the
transfer of the District Col-
lector and Superintendent
of Police (SP). Chanchal
Rana has been appointed as
the new District Collector,
and Pinak Mishra as the
new SP.

CM Seeks Forgiveness
Earlier on Sunday, CM

Majhi apologised and

sought forgiveness from
devotees, following the
stampede during the
Jagannath Rath Yatra in
Puri,  He further directed
the authorities to initiate
action against those re-
sponsible. Posting on X,
Chief Minister Majhi said,
"Due to the intense eager-
ness among devotees to
have a glimpse of
Mahaprabhu at
Sharadhabali, an unfortu-
nate incident occurred be-
cause of the resulting jos-
tling and chaos. Person-
ally, my government and I
seek forgiveness from all
Jagannath devotees. We
express our condolences
to the families of those
devotees whose lives were

lost at Sharadhabali and
pray to Mahaprabhu
Jagannath to grant them
the strength to bear this
profound sorrow."

Rahul Gandhi's Condo-
lences

In a post on X, the
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
in Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi
expressed his condolences
to the families of the people
who lost their lives and ap-
pealed to the state govern-
ment to expedite relief ef-
forts.  "The stampede inci-
dent during the Rath Yatra
in Puri is extremely tragic. I
express my deep condo-
lences to the bereaved
families and hope for the
speedy recovery of the in-
jured devotees," he wrote.

Kishan Reddy watches Mann Ki Baat with residents;
calls for unanimous BJP state president election

Hyderabad, June 29 (UNI)
Union Minister and BJP
Telangana Chief G Kishan
Reddy here on Sunday par-
ticipated in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Mann Ki
Baat programme viewing
along with local residents at
Moti Nagar in the Jubilee
Hills constituency.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Reddy said that the
notification for the BJP
Telangana state president's
post would be issued this
evening, and nominations
will be accepted tomorrow
in the presence of senior
party leaders Sunil Bansal
and Shobha Karandlaje,
who are arriving in the
state. He further informed
that the new state president
will be announced on July
1, and stressed that the elec-
tion should be unanimous
to reflect party unity. Tak-
ing aim at Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy, the Union
Minister said, "Revanth is

speaking without proper un-
derstanding. We are not
working for him or for the
Congress party, but solely for
the people of Telangana."
Reddy also announced the
inauguration of the Turmeric

Board in Nizamabad by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah. He reiterated the
party’s commitment to ad-
dressing people’s issues.
On the infrastructure front,
he revealed that the De-

tailed Project Report (DPR)
for the Hyderabad Metro
expansion had been sub-
mitted to the Centre last
week, and that the Central
government is currently ex-
amining its feasibility.


