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Editorial

Girls are our fortune Preventing teen crime  is the
best way to protect the society
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It is alarming there is a
steep rise in  crimes against
children in just a year .It is
not that there is a sudden
increase in crime against
children but the reality is that
such cases are being
reported more now as people
are coming out and speaking
about it. It clearly shows that
crimes against children tend
to be local crimes with the
vast majority taking place
within the home or family

circle.Trafficking of minor boys
and girls has also increased -
these children are trafficked
for labor, begging as well as
sexual abuse. One can
observe that Social values
have degraded over the years.
The high inspiration of the
parents and when the children
fail to l ive upto the
expectation, they take the
wrong path because of which
other youths of their age fall
victim to their wrongdoings.
Children have always been a
soft target both because at
times they are not much aware
of the fact that what is
happening to them is wrong.
If at all they are aware of it,
then they are scared to speak
about it.

Teen Crimes has become
a routine affair in metro cities.
Children have no patience and
don't want to struggle. They
want everything instantly. In
our city, easy money is seen
everywhere and this is

spoiling our youth. The power
that comes along with the
money makes these youth
aggressive, many of whom
end up committing crimes.
The crime rate in children has
been drastically increasing.
Many cases like sexual
assaults and minor rapes go
unreported and the youngsters
feel free to commit the same
again. Even the judicial system
shows leniency towards the
accused and no stern action
is taken. The percentage of
teenagers who are engaging
in crime is so high that it seems
to be a cause of worry. But
most of the crime conducted
by teens is of non-violent
behaviour. Hence, their cases
are handled less harshly and
they are given a chance to re-
invent themselves. Providing
children with the opportunity to
develop positive behaviors is
the foundation of most efforts
to prevent Teen crimes. Some
teen lack healthy parental

guidance and monitoring.
While some teen have
cognitive and psychological
deficits that make social and
academic success difficult.
Preventing teen crime before
it happens is the best way to
protect the society. What kind
of environment he is getting
at home and in his
neighbourhood determines his
fate. In order for a child to
grow up in a balanced way, it
is very important that he or
she is nurtured well by his or
her parents.

What we need is right
from early childhood, kids
should be taught about the
sensitive issues and the
lawmakers too should enact
and follow strict laws to curb
this menace and keep the kids
safe. Weak legal system is yet
another lacuna which adds to
the menace. (B-15 Jyoti-
Kalash Society, Jodhpur
Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)
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In India the population of
girls has been decreasing. We
need to understand that girls
are our fortune. Socio-
economic empowerment of
women is essential for making
informed decisions and for
change of the mind sets. A
healthy male-female ratio is
a social need. While female
foeticide is bad in itself, the
fact that millions of girls are
"missing" in India has
profound human and social
implications.  A stronger law
to deal with those resorting
to sex-selective abortions
needs to be enacted. The
reasons for high number of
incidence of female foeticide
in India include a deep rooted
traditional son preference,
continued practice of dowry
and concern for safety of the
girl child and exploitation and
abuse of women and girl
children. In order to curb
female foeticide and improve
the sex ratio, a strong a multi-
pronged strategy that
includes legislative measures,

advocacy, awareness
generation and programmes
for socio-economic
empowerment of women is
needed. According to a study
in India by an Indo-Canadian
team of researchers, about
5,00,000 female foetuses
have been aborted annually.
This estimate appears to be
closer to the truth. Atrocities
against women are on the
rise, and female foeticide is
one of the most brutal of
them all. Despite a slew of
laws to prevent female
foeticide and schemes to
encourage families to have
girl chi ld, the ratio is
declining. Female foeticide is
a shocking practice that has
grown in the last few
decades. Although the media
and the government have
made attempts to highlight
the negative impact of pre-
natal sex identification and
selective abortion, the
practice continues as
reflected in the declining sex
ratio.

There's a huge deficit of
women because families fear
the cost of raising a daughter.
It is a commonly practiced
tradition (despite being
outlawed) that the bride's
family pays a large sum of
money to the groom's family
at the wedding. Plus, women
are generally not seen as
bread-winners and or
allowed to inherit wealth like
men in some states. Sex-
selection is now spreading to
rural areas as the technology
gets cheaper and
enforcement of the law
remains ineffectual. The
imbalance in sex ratio may
increase violence, including
rape, against women. With
many men remaining
unmarried, prostitution will
increase substantially. Media
exposes of doctors providing
sex-selection services and
offering to abort girls are
commonplace, but they have
little overall impact because
demand is too strong. Doctors
and radiologists conducting,

or soliciting parents for, sex
determination tests can be
imprisoned up to five years
and fined up to Rs.50,000.
Despite the PC & PNDT Act,
the conviction rate is low and
the selection of male child
before conception and female
foeticide continue to take
place.

Despite rising levels of
education, gender awareness
and stringent pro-women
laws, change has been slow
and violence against women
is increasing. Visionary
leadership, str ingent
implementation of laws and
a united effort to discourage
dowry are the need of the
hour. Educational
programmes encouraging
parents to view daughters as
no less valuable than sons
need to be mounted. Time
has now come to formulate
an action plan to launch a
campaign to change the
mindset of people and to
promote female child birth
rate.

Another lawsuit filed against company linked
to former BJP Leader’s son over 7 cr dues

Ahmedabad, Yet another case has been filed in the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) to recover crores of rupees
from a company in which Maulin Acharya, the son of former
Gujarat Legislative Assembly Speaker and Kutch BJP leader
Nimaben Acharya, is a director. According to the petition filed
by Siddhi Marine Services LLP, based in Jamnagar, Maulin
Acharya is a director in RCC Ltd. (formerly Regal Shipping
Private Limited), a Kutch-based company. Other directors of
the company include Narendrasinh Rana, Dilip Shah, and Paras
Chaudhary.

Siddhi Marine Services LLP carried out cargo handling,
stevedoring, and barge operations for RCC Ltd during 2016–
17 and 2018–2021. While a partial payment was made by
Regal Shipping in 2022, an outstanding amount of ?6,95,88,716
including interest, remains unpaid.

Sohail raped her for a year and a half, the victim's pain

Vadodara, Sohel Pathan, a
resident of Ajwa Road in
Vadodara city, lured a 17-year-
old girl into a love trap and kept
her at his house for one and a
half years and raped her. Along
with this, he forced the girl to
convert to Islam. Fed up with
Sohel's cruelty and torture, the
girl finally fi led a rape
complaint against Sohel
Pathan at the Kapurai police
station on May 19, 2025. The
victim was 17 years old at the
time of the first rape, today
(May 23) she is 19 years old,
however, since she was a
minor at that time, a crime has
been registered under the
POCSO Act. In a conversation
with Divya Bhaskar, the victim
shared her pain and said that
if I left the house, he would
threaten to break my hands
and legs. He would get me
drunk, tie me up, beat me and
force me to drink alcohol. He
would also give me cigarette
butts. He would also coerce
me. He would also threaten to
kill my family. I just want to
tell everyone that do not trust
this person.

'I met Sohail while waiting
for a rickshaw'

Rape victim Namrata
(name changed) told Divya
Bhaskar that I met Sohail
Nazim Khan Pathan for the first
time two years ago near
Kamalanagar Lake. At that
time, I was 17 years old. At
that time, I was standing
waiting for a rickshaw, at that
time he came with a rickshaw
and asked me where I wanted
to go? So I said that I wanted
to go to Mandvi. After that, I
was sitting in the rickshaw and
I did not have any spare
money, so he told me that you
give me your contact number,
otherwise you take my contact
number, then you give me the
money. I will also drop you at
your house.

'After two or three months
he started his sexual
misconduct'. He dropped me
off at home and left. I gave him
my mobile number. Then one
day he suddenly sent me a
message. Then I replied to you
and we were talking in a
friendly manner. We met once
or twice and then we got into
a love relationship. After that
he took me to his house.
Initially he treated me very
well, but after two or three
months he started his sexual
misconduct.  He used to beat
me and did not let me talk to
my family. He did not even let
me go to my house. 'He
tortured me a lot for
converting' If I left the house,
he would doubt me. If I talked
about going to my house, he

would beat me and say that if
I left this house, I would break
your hands and legs. He would
tie me up and beat me and
even beat me by getting me
drunk. He would give me
cigarette butts and beat me
with wood. He would tell me
that you should accept my
religion as Islam, so I said that

you should look after your
religion, I will look after mine.
He would torture me a lot for
converting and would threaten
me that he would kill your
mother, sister and brother. He
would go to my sister and my
mother's house and fight.

'I kept going with him so
that nothing would happen to

my family'. He used to get
drunk himself and force me to
get drunk. He would even
invite all his friends to his
house and get me drunk. He
used to promise me marriage,
but he would not marry me.
He raped me for a year and a
half. Even though I refused, he
kept forcing me.


