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It is a heart-rending disaster .....  

He urged BJP workers to
assist on the ground,
adding: "I appeal to all
BJP workers to actively
engage in relief and res-
cue operations and pro-
vide every possible assis-
tance to the affected fami-

lies. I pray for strength for
the bereaved and a speedy
recovery for the injured."
The crash occurred short-

ly after Air India Flight
AI171 took off from
Ahmedabad’s Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel

International Airport en
route to London’s
Gatwick Airport. The air-
craft, carrying 242 passen-
gers and crew, went down
near the Meghaninagar
area, causing widespread
panic among the residents.

Emergency teams imme-
diately locked down sur-
rounding roads to ensure
unhindered rescue and
medical operations.
Search, recovery, and
treatment efforts are cur-
rently ongoing.

Russian President Putin, other world leaders express
grief over Ahmedabad plane crash

people affected after an
Air India flight bound for
London, carrying over
240 passengers, crashed
shortly after taking off
from the Ahmedabad air-
port on Thursday after-
noon. The incident
occurred near the
Meghaninagar area of the
city, triggering a massive
emergency response.
At least 169 Indians and
53 British nationals were
travelling in Air India's
flight AI171 from
Ahmedabad to London's
Gatwick airport.
Russian President
Vladimir Putin sent a
message of condolences
to President Droupadi
Murmu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
over the passenger plane
crash in Ahmedabad..
"Please accept the deepest
condolences over the trag-
ic consequences of a pas-
senger plane crash in
Ahmedabad. Kindly con-
vey the words of sincere
sympathy and support to
the families and near ones
of the victims, as well as
wishes for a speedy recov-
ery to all those injured in
this catastrophe," said
Putin President of
Maldives, Mohamed
Muizzu expressed grief
and extended solidarity
with the Government and
people of India.
“I express profound sad-
ness at the tragic crash of
Air India flight AI 171
near Ahmedabad. At this
difficult time, the govern-
ment and people of
Maldives stand in solidar-
ity with the people and the
Government of India,”
Muizzu posted on X.
Ursula von der Leyen,
President of the European
Union, also expressed
shock over the "heart-

breaking news" from
India.
"My deepest condolences
to the families and loved
ones grieving this terrible
loss. We share your pain.
Dear Narendra Modi,
Europe stands in solidari-
ty with you and the people
of India in this moment of
sorrow," she said.
Maldives Foreign
Minister Abdulla Khaleel
took to his social media,
offering condolences on
the tragic plane crash.
"I am deeply saddened by
the tragic crash of an Air
India flight. I extend our
heartfelt condolences to
the families and loved
ones affected by this dev-
astating incident. Our
thoughts are with the
injured and all those
impacted, including the
emergency responders
working tirelessly at the
scene," Khaleel posted on
X. Foreign Minister of
Israel, Gideon Sa'ar
expressed sorrow over the
incident and offered
thoughts to the Indian
people."Deeply saddened
to hear about the recent
plane crash in
Ahmedabad, India. Our
hearts are with the Indian
people following this ter-
rible incident," Sa'ar post-
ed on X.
Chinese Ambassador to
India, Xu Feihong also
extended solidarity with
all those affected in the
tragic plane crash.
"Deeply saddened by the
tragic plane crash in
Ahmedabad. Our hearts
go out to the passengers
and their families. We
stand in solidarity with all
those affected in this diffi-
cult time," Xu Feihong
posted on X.
The Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Azerbaijan

also offered deepest con-
dolences to the people
affected in the accident
and prayed for their recov-
ery.
"We are deeply saddened
by the tragic plane crash
in Ahmedabad, India. We
extend our condolences to
the families and loved
ones of those affected. We
hope for strength and
healing in the days
ahead," the Ministry post-
ed on X.
On behalf of the US mis-
sion in India, US Charge
d'Affaires Jorgan Andrews
expressed sadness and
offered thoughts to fami-
lies affected by the horrif-
ic tragedy.
"On behalf of the US
Mission in India, we are
deeply saddened by the
tragic plane crash in
Ahmedabad. Our heartfelt
condolences and thoughts
are with the families who
have been affected by this
horrific tragedy. We stand
with India in this time of
grief," the US Embassy in
India posted on X.
Earlier, British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer
expressed shock and grief
after the Air India flight
bound for London crashed
shortly after taking off
from the Ahmedabad air-
port."The scenes emerg-
ing of a London-bound
plane carrying many
British nationals crashing
in the Indian city of
Ahmedabad are devastat-
ing. I am being kept
updated as the situation
develops, and my
thoughts are with the pas-
sengers and their families
at this deeply distressing
time," Starmer posted on
X.
British Defence Secretary
David Lammy also
expressed grief at the dev-

astating plane crash and
offered condolences to
those affected.
“Deeply saddened by
news of a devastating
plane crash in
Ahmedabad, India. My
thoughts are with all those
affected. The UK is work-
ing with local authorities
in India to urgently estab-
lish the facts and provide
support,” Lammy posted
on X.
British Conservative Party
MP Priti Patel urged the
UK government to work
with the Indian authorities
to support the affected
British families.
"My thoughts and prayers
are with everyone affected
by the plane crash at
Ahmedabad and with the
emergency services at the
scene. This will be a wor-
rying time for the families
of those on board. As fur-
ther information comes
forward, the Government
needs to ensure it is work-
ing with Indian authorities
to support British families
affected," said Patel.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky also
took to social media,
offering his deepest con-
dolences on the tragic
accident.
"Horrible news of a pas-
senger plane crash in
India. My deepest condo-
lences to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
entire people of India on
this tragic day. Our
thoughts are with all vic-
tims’ relatives and close
ones in India, the UK,
Portugal, and Canada. We
share your shock and grief
on this tragic day. We all
pray for as many lives to
be saved as possible and
wish a speedy recovery to
those injured," Zelensky
posted on X.

His governance mphasised invest-
ment, infrastructure, and social wel-
fare schemes. Born on August 2,
1956, in Rangoon (now Yangon) in
then Burma, Rupani and his family
migrated to Gujarat's Rajkot during
the political turmoil in the Southeast
Asian country. He completed his
B.A. and L.L.B. from Saurashtra
University, later becoming actively
involved in the RSS and student pol-
itics through its student wing, the
ABVP. Rupani began his political
journey as a municipal corporator in
Rajkot in 1987. He served as Mayor
of Rajkot from 1996 to 1997 and
was elected to the Gujarat Assembly
multiple times. His loyalty to the

BJP and clean image made him a
key figure in Gujarat politics, and in
August 2016, he was chosen as the
successor to Chief Minister
Anandiben Patel, who had stepped
down. Rupani continued in office
after the 2017 Assembly elections,
helming the government during
challenging times, including the
Covid-19 pandemic and major
industrial policy transitions. As CM,
he was known for launching the
"Digital Seva Setu" scheme to
bridge digital gaps in rural areas and
focused on improving water man-
agement through the "Sujalam
Sufalam" Jal Abhiyan.His tenure
also saw the launch of the Gujarat

Industrial Policy 2020 and initia-
tives for tribal upliftment. He
stepped down from the CM post in
September 2021, making way for
Bhupendra Patel, as part of a party
strategy to refresh leadership ahead
of state elections. However, Rupani
remained a key advisor and contin-
ued to be active in party affairs and
public service. Rupani was married
to Anjali Rupani, a social worker
and philanthropist. The couple has
one son. He was known for his soft-
spoken nature, disciplined lifestyle,
and strong spiritual grounding, often
visiting temples and participating in
religious and cultural events across
Gujarat.

Ahmedabad flight disaster: FormerGujarat Chief
MinisterVijay Rupani declared dead

Minister Vijay Rupani,
who was en route to visit
his daughter in London,
was among those who
lost their lives. In light of

this catastrophe, the gov-
ernment has also decided
to postpone the 'First
Step in Good
Governance' programme

that was set for Thursday
evening. Rescue opera-
tions are currently under-
way at the crash site, and
political leaders, includ-

ing Prime Minister
Modi, have expressed
their sorrow over the
tragic event through
social media. 

Ahmedabad Plane Crash: APgovt postpones one year
celebrations of govt

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu took to social
media to convey his sor-
row over the crash, stat-
ing, "I am praying for the
passengers, crew and their

families." Meanwhile,
Telangana Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy shared his
condolences and called
for urgent assistance, urg-
ing the central govern-
ment to expedite relief

efforts for those injured in
the accident. Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan also voiced his
dismay, stating, "The
plane crash in Ahmedabad
has left me deeply

shocked. I am praying for
the passengers and crew
on board." He emphasised
that families of the vic-
tims should receive robust
support during this diffi-
cult time.

AP, Telangana CMs Naidu and Revanth Reddy express
shock overAhemdabad plane crash

Vijayawada, cancelling
all his scheduled engage-
ments. Naidu is currently
in communication with the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA),
Air India, and National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) teams concerning

the incident.  as shocking,
he assured that he is per-
sonally overseeing the
response efforts. Relief
teams are already on the
scene, working to address
the consequences of the
crash. Taking time X han-
dle, he wrote, "shocked

and devastated to learn
about the flight crash in
Ahmedabad. We are on
highest alert. I am person-
ally monitoring the situa-
tion and have directed all
aviation and emergency
response agencies to take
swift and coordinated

action. Rescue teams have
been mobilised, and all
efforts are being made to
ensure medical aid and
relief support are being
rushed to the site. My
thoughts and prayers are
with all those on board
and their families." 

Ram Mohan Naidu responds to flight crash, says
monitoring the situation

Air India plane crash: Control rooms set up in
Ahmedabad and Delhi

the number is 9974111327.
Besides, Air India’s dedicated pas-
senger hotline number is 1800 5691
444.
Air India’s Boeing 787 aircraft car-
rying 242 persons, including 12
crew members, crashed soon after
take-off from the Ahmedabad airport
on Thursday afternoon.
“In light of the AI 171 crash, an
operational control room has been
activated at the Ministry of Civil

Aviation to coordinate... we are
committed to swift response and full
support to all affected,” the ministry
said in a statement.
Air India, in a post on X, said it has
set up a dedicated passenger hotline
number 1800 5691 444 to provide
more information.
An operational control room has
been activated at the ministry to
oversee and coordinate all necessary
response measures.

“For assistance or information, kind-
ly contact: (Delhi Control Room)
011-24610843/ 9650391859...
Operation Control Room
(Ahmedabad) 9978405304/ 079-
23251900,” Airports Authority of
India (AAI) said in a post on X.
Of the 242 persons who were on-
board the aircraft, there were 169
Indian nationals, 53 British nation-
als, seven Portugese nationals and
one Canadian national.

Development and Welfare are priority
for govt, asserts AP CM Chandrababu

Naidu explained that while simi-
lar support was previously extend-
ed to a single individual under the
'Amma Vodi' scheme, the 'Thalliki
Vandanam' initiative will now be
available for as many children as
there are. He said funds will be

deposited directly into the accounts
of fathers or guardians, and in
cases where no mother is present,
payments will be made to orphans
as designated by the District
Collector. The Chief Minister
assured that the lists of beneficiar-

ies under the programme will be
accessible at village and ward sec-
retariats.  He urged anyone facing
difficulties to submit complaints
until 26th June, with final benefici-
ary lists set to be announced on
30th June. 

US agency to lead team to India to assist Air India
plane crash investigation

in Ahmedabad, India,
Thursday”. It added that
as per international proto-
cols under the
International Civil
Aviation Organisation, all
information on the inves-
tigation will be provided
by the Government of
India. The Air India flight
was carrying 242 passen-
gers and crew members
on board the Boeing 787-
8 aircraft. There were 169
Indians, 53 British, one
Canadian and seven
Portuguese nationals on
board the ill-fated Air
India flight AI 171 from
Ahmedabad to London
Gatwick, which crashed
in Ahmedabad on
Thursday. The Federal

Aviation Administration
(FAA) said it is in contact
with NTSB regarding Air
India flight AI171, operat-
ing from Ahmedabad to
London Gatwick, “that
was involved in an acci-
dent in India on Thursday,
June 12”. “When an inter-
national incident occurs,
that government leads the
investigation. In the event
assistance is requested,
NTSB is the official US
representative and FAA
provides technical sup-
port. We stand ready to
launch a team immediate-
ly in coordination with
NTSB,” FAA, the US fed-
eral government agency
that regulates civil avia-
tion in the country, said.

Boeing said in a brief
statement that it is in con-
tact with Air India regard-
ing Flight 171 and “stand
ready to support them.
Our thoughts are with the
passengers, crew, first
responders and all affect-
ed”. US lawmakers are
extending condolence
messages to the victims
and their families.
Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi said he
was “heartbroken” by the
Air India crash in
Ahmedabad and
expressed his deepest
condolences to all those
around the world touched
by this tragedy. “There
must be a full investiga-
tion to provide answers

and prevent such tragedies
from happening again.”

Raghurama Krishnam Raju Surprised by
seeing a Building... Orders Demolition!

(By Our Staff Reporter)
Eluru, June 12: 

A three-storey building
constructed on just 16
square yards in
Palakoderu Mandal of
West Godavari district has
sparked intense discus-
sion. The structure, built
without any official per-
missions, drew strong
condemnation from
Deputy Speaker
Raghurama Krishnaraju,
who immediately instruct-
ed officials to demolish it.
The incident has stirred
local controversy.
According to reports, the
building is located near
Mangayya Cheruvu in
Palakoderu and was built
by a retired employee
named Chandravathi. She
constructed a two-storey
structure on 16 square
yards of land and added a
third level with a tin sheet
roof. On Thursday,
Deputy Speaker
Raghurama Krishnaraju
visited Palakoderu to
inaugurate newly laid
cement concrete roads.
During the event, he

noticed the unusual con-
struction and expressed
astonishment over a three-
storey building on such a
small plot.
The village secretary,
Gopi, informed the
Deputy Speaker that no
permissions had been
obtained for the building.
He stated that
Chandravathi had pro-
ceeded with the construc-
tion in violation of regula-
tions. Reacting sharply,
Raghurama Krishnaraju

expressed strong displeas-
ure over the negligence of
the officials. He ques-
tioned how such a large
structure could be built
without approvals and
criticised the administra-
tive oversight.
Raghurama Krishnaraju
then issued on-the-spot
instructions to demolish
the illegal structure imme-
diately. Following his
directives, local authori-
ties are preparing to initi-
ate further action.


