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Coca-Cola And Google Reimagine
the Coke Break

Ahmedabad, Coca-Cola
India is making every pause
a lot more fun with the launch
of "Coca-Cola Halft ime
Surprise", a new AI-powered
experience developed in
collaboration with Google and
built with Google Gemini.
Bringing together two iconic
labels, the experience
unlocks three distinct AI-led
journeys designed to turn
everyday Coke breaks into
playful moments of surprise,
creativity, and self-
expression. Inspired by Coca-
Cola's global "Halftime"
philosophy, consumers can
scan the QR code on any
special Coca-Cola pack to
step into imaginative new
worlds. By unlocking one of
three unique labels, users

enter a themed, gamified
interface on Google Gemini
where quick taps, swipes,
and personality-led inputs
turn an everyday pause into
a personalized journey of
self-expression. Using
Gemini's Canvas feature, new
creative experiences unfold
with every interaction across
cinematic comic-strip
universes, imagined timelines,
and music-inspired alter egos.
One moment could place
consumers inside dramatic
visual narratives with evolving
characters and aesthetics,
while another could transport
them across prehistoric eras
with dinosaurs, medieval
castles, or futuristic realities
imagined through AI-powered
creativity. (20-4)

Medical Tourism Continues to
Thrive in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad,  Despite
ongoing tensions in the Middle
East, Ahmedabad continues to
strengthen its position as an
emerging international
healthcare hub, with patients
from countries including Iraq,
Tanzania, Seychelles, Nigeria,
Kenya, UAE and Sierra Leone
travelling to Sterling Hospitals
Ahmedabad for advanced and
reliable medical treatment.
Sterling Hospitals is currently
treating international patients
suffering from complex
gynaecological conditions, soft
tissue tumours, spine surgery-
related complications, urology
disorders and abdominal
problems. Sterling Hospitals
recently managed two
complex trauma cases,
including one involving a

paramilitary personnel, under
the care of Dr. Deepak Dave,
highlighting the hospital’s
growing expertise in
international trauma care.
Iraq's Father Son Duo
Recovering After Advanced
Gangrene Treatment Among
the recent critical cases, a
father-son duo from Iraq,
Fakhira and Aamir, are
undergoing treatment for
severe gangrene-related
complications caused due to
serious infection and restricted
blood supply in their lower
limbs, which had significantly
affected their mobility and daily
life. Doctors initiated advanced
infection control and limb
salvage treatment, resulting in
notable improvement in their
condition. (18-2)

Devotional Melodies to Echo
in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad: A
magnificent and divine
musical evening, steeped in
devotion and dedicated to the
eternal form of Lord Shri
Krishna, is set to grace the city
of Ahmedabad. Organized
jointly by the well-known
name in the music industry,
Hardik Dave, and his
venerable father—a towering
personality in Gujarati folk
music—Shri Praful Dave, the
event promises a spectacular
live performance titled
'Shyaam – The Krishna
Concert.' Adorned with divine
music and soulful melodies,
this unprecedented devotional
concert will take place on the
evening of Saturday, May 30,
2026, at the Sola Bhagwat
Ground in Ahmedabad. The
highlight of this concert is a
magnificent Indo-Western
symphony that beautifully
blends traditional devotional
music with modern Western

orchestration, featuring more
than 40 live musicians
performing together on stage.
The lead vocalists, who are the
core of this musical event, are
set to make the evening truly
unforgettable. Gujarat’s
legendary folk singer, Shri
Praful Dave, has been ruling
the hearts of millions of music
lovers for over three decades
with his melodious voice.
Having delivered countless
blockbuster Gujarati film
songs, bhajans, and garbas,
his singing offers a deeply
spiritual and serene experience
to listeners. (19-10)

Madirakshi Mundle Thanks Fans
For Their Overwhelming Love
Ahmedabad, Television

romances become truly
memorable when audiences
emotionally connect with the
chemistry between the lead
pair, and Star Plus’ upcoming
show Sairaab seems to have
already created that magic
even before its premiere. Ever
since the promos dropped, fans
have been praising the palpable
intensity, emotional tension, and
striking screen presence shared
by Rohit Chandel and
Madirakshi Mundle, with many
calling their pairing refreshing,
mature, and emotionally
immersive. What has especially
caught viewers’ attention is how
Sairaab promises a layered love
story rather than an overly
dramatic romance. Set against

a visually striking red-themed
world reflecting passion,
longing, heartbreak, and
intensity, the show revolves
around a celebrated pop star
adored by the world and an
ordinary woman who has spent
her entire life prioritising her
family, and children over
herself, forgetting somewhere
along the way that she too
deserves happiness and love.
*Madirakshi Mundle says*,
_“We are honestly so grateful
for the love audiences have
been showering on the promos.
It feels very special to see
viewers already connecting
with the chemistry between our
characters and appreciating the
emotional intensity of the
story.(19-10)

SOTC Travel curates a year-round calendar
Ahmedabad, Spiritual

tourism is witnessing a strong
resurgence in India, evolving
beyond traditional pilgrimage
into a broader travel trend
centered around faith, culture,
heritage and meaningful
experiences. Today's
travellers are increasingly
seeking journeys that offer
spiritual fulfilment while
enabling deeper connections
with local traditions, festivals,
history and communities. Mr.
SD Nandakumar, President &
Country Head – Holidays and
Corporate Tours, SOTC
Travel, said "Spiritual tourism
is witnessing strong
momentum across India,
driven by travellers seeking
journeys that offer a deeper
sense of meaning, connection
and cultural discovery.

As part of its year-round

spiritual travel calendar, SOTC
Travel recommends a diverse
range of pilgrimages and
culturally immersive journeys
across India and neighbouring
destinations from June to
December. In June, travellers
can explore the Char Dham
Yatra in Uttarakhand,
Amarnath Yatra, Kailash
Mansarovar, Nepal’s
Muktinath, Jagannath Temple
in Puri and Vaishno Devi,
along with experiences such
as the Haridwar Ganga Aarti,
yoga retreats in Rishikesh,
Konark Sun Temple and
Chilika Lake.(13-9)

The Opposition That Couldn't Oppose

Dr. Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit
Free-lance Journalist, Writer &

Cartoonist
(dixitpatrakar@yahoo.in)

The Indian Nat ional
Congress, founded in 1885,
is the party that led India to
freedom from Br i t i sh
colonial rule. For decades
after Independence, it was
the natura l  party of
governance, shaping India's
pol i t ica l ,  soc ia l ,  and
economic fabric. Yet today,
the same party finds itself
struggling for relevance. Its
steady electoral decline
raises a critical question:
Why did the Congress, once
the dominant force in Indian
politics, fail to retain the
trust of the people?

The Congress dominated
India's post-Independence
politics, ruling the country
for 54 of the past 78 years,
either on its own or as the
leader of  coa l i t ion
governments. Congress has
been in power for 54 of
those 78 years viz.  69% of
the time. This includes both
single-party majority and
Congress- led coal i t ion
governments like UPA 2004-
2014.The longest continuous
rule was the first 30 years:
1947-1977.Since May 2014,
Congress has been in
Opposition at the Centre.

In the process, the party
fa i led to reform i ts
organization or tackle issues

related to its functioning and
leadership that contributed
to its decline. In 1993, when
Ajit Singh with his followers
joined the party, it became
a major i ty government
under P.V. Narasimha Rao.
This single dominant party
system did bring political
stability to the country. But
at  the same t ime,
Congressmen took it for
granted that India was
theirs to govern, and this
complacency created many
problems.The party has also
not thought it fit to groom
state-level leaders with a
popular base who could
galvanize the state units.
Congress leaders, starting
with the Gandhis, failed to
reconnect with the people.
Instead, their strategy often
relied on simply attacking
PM Modi .  Congress is
steadily losing its power
base across the country, and
for good reason. The results
in different states are a
lesson for the party. The
decl ine and fa l l  of  the
Congress is a story told time
and again, but today the
party is at the nadir of its
inf luence in nat ional
pol i t ics.The Congress 's
failure to project a suitable
chief ministerial candidate
in most e lect ions has
harmed its prospects. Its
rev iva l  depends on
addressing i ts cr is is of
credibi l i ty, encouraging
state leaders,  and
functioning as a vigorous
Opposition in Parliament.
Rahul Gandhi, the scion of
the Congress, is widely seen
as lacking understanding of
key issues and depends on
aides to provide sound bites
to the media. Discarded and
discredited politicians are
being re-inducted and given
important pos i t ions of
authority. Rahul has yet to
prove his capacity as a vote-
catcher or to boost the
sagging mora le of  the

Congress rank and file.
Critics argue that 60

years of the Nehru-Gandhi
dynasty brought nepotism,
apathy, and corruption. In
the last 78 years, those who
misused laws and the
Const i tut ion mired the
country in corruption. PM
Modi has often said that
Congress promoted the
contribution of one family -
the Gandhis  -  whi le
neglecting leaders like Veer
Savarkar and Bhagat Singh.
In reality, countless people
sacrificed their lives during
the independence struggle.
With the s logan of
'Congress-mukt Bharat', the
BJP is making a deeper dent.
India has changed
significantly in the last 15
years,  and the new
generat ion wants
development and a bold,
decisive leader like Modi.

Rahul Gandhi's hurdles
are his inexperience and
inaccessibility. His image is
seen as aloof. He has not
leveraged tools  l ike a
personal website or mobile
application to connect with
people. While he may seem
well-intentioned, that has
not translated into effective
administration or visionary
leadership. History shows
that a 'dying party' can
resurrect  i tse l f,  but
Congress continues to suffer

from a leadership crisis.
Rahul Gandhi is widely
perceived as indifferent and
incompetent. Launching
Priyanka Gandhi was the
party 's  last  desperate
gamble.  Though she is
considered the most capable
of her generation of Gandhis,
her entry did not eclipse Rahul
or give the party a decisive
image makeover. In politics,
public perception ultimately

matters. The fall of the
Congress is not accidental -
it is the result of
organizational decay,
leadership failure, dynastic
politics, and disconnect from
ground realities. Unless the
party rebuilds credibility,
empowers regional leaders,
and offers a clear alternative
vision for development, its
revival will remain elusive.
The Congress must ask itself:

Should Sonia and Rahul focus
only on the welfare of people
in Congress-ruled states
instead of obsessing over
Modi? Until it answers that
honestly and reforms itself,
the Grand Old Party will
continue to cede space in
India's changing political
landscape. (B-15 Jyoti-
Kalash Society, Jodhpur
Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)


