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I BHEEMA RAM S/O, UDA RAM R/O
RAJDEWASI0087@GMAIL.COM HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO RAJVEER
RABARI.

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
RADHA TO RADHIKA DWARKAPRASAD
RAJBHAR AS PER THE DOCUMENTS.

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
ASTHA JAIN TO AASTHA PARVESH
JAIN AS PER DOCUMENTS

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
RUKSAR ABDUL QADIR SAYED TO
RUKSAR SHAHIN PRAMANIK

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
KALPANA SAKHARAM JADHAV TO
RIMA RAJESH PADWAL

I HAVE CHANGE MY NAME FROM
QURESHI HANIF TO MOHAMMED HANIF
BIKAN QURESHI

I HAVE CHANGE MY NAME FROM ZAID
KHAN SOHEL KHAN TO ZAID SOHAIL
KHAN

I HAVE CHANGE MY NAME FROM
PRIYANKA RAMKUMAR GANDHI TO
PRIYANKA SHASHANK LAHOTI

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
DILIPKUMAR PURKAIT TO DILIP
KANAILAL PURKAIT  AS PER
DOCUMENT

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
JITESH KUMAR MEHTA /  MEHTA
JITESH KUMAR / JITESH RAMESH
MEHTA / JITESH RAMESHCHANNDRA
MEHTA /  MEHTA JITESH KUMAR
RAMESH KUMAR / JITESH KUMAR
RAMESH KUMAR MEHTA / MEHTA
JITESH KUMAR /  J ITESH
RAMESHKUMAR MEHTA / MEHTA
JITESHKUMAR RAMESHKUMAR TO
JITESH RAMESHCHANDRA MEHTA AS
PER DOCUMENT

CHANGE OF NAMECHANGE OF NAMECHANGE OF NAMECHANGE OF NAMECHANGE OF NAME
I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
RAMESH KUMAR MEHTA / MEHTA
RAMESH KUMAR /
RAMESHCHANNDRA MEHTA /
RAMESH KUMAR H MEHTA /
RAMESHCHANDRA H MEHTA TO
RAMESHCHANDRA HIRACHAND
MEHTA AS PER DOCUMENT

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
SAVITA RAMESH KUMAR MEHTA /
MEHTA SAVITA RAMESH KUMAR TO
SAVITA RAMESHCHANDRA MEHTA AS
PER DOCUMENT

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
SHEETAL JITESH KUMAR MEHTA /
MEHTA SHEETAL JITESH KUMAR / JAIN
SHEETAL BHANWARLAL / SHEETAL
BHANWARLAL JAIN TO SHEETAL
JITESH MEHTA AS PER DOCUMENT

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
RICHARD GONSALVES / GONSALVES
RICHARD TO LEO RICHARD
GONSALVES AS PER DOCUMENT

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
DEEPAKKUMAR SAMANTBHAI
GARCHAR TO DEEPAK SAWANT
GARCHAR

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
PRATHMESH KRUSHNA VICHARE TO
PRATHAMESH KRUSHNA VICHARE AS
PER LATEST DOCUMENTS.

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
IMRAN ANWAR EBRAHIM SHAIKH TO
IMRAN ANWAR SHAIKH AS PER
LATEST DOCUMENTS.

I HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
SONI (SURU) DHAVAL HITESHKUMAR
TO DHAVAL HITESHKUMAR SONI AS
PER LATEST DOCUMENTS.

ibis Hotels in Mumbai Champion Ocean Conservation 
with City-Wide Beach Clean-Up Drive

Mumbai, 8th June 2025: In celebration of World 
Ocean Day 2025, ibis hotels in Mumbai came together 
to organize an extensive beach clean-up drive across 
the city’s coastline. Partnering with Project Mumbai, 
the initiative saw participation from ibis Mumbai BKC, 
ibis Mumbai Airport, ibis Vikhroli, ibis Thane, and 
ibis Navi Mumbai, and mobilized over 250 volunteers 
from hotel teams and local communities.

The clean-up took place at Juhu Koliwada Beach, 
where volunteers successfully removed nearly 500 
kilograms of plastic and non-biodegradable waste. 
The drive was aligned with this year’s global theme—
“Wonder: Sustaining What Sustains Us”—and aimed 
to raise awareness about the importance of preserving 
ocean ecosystems and coastal health. The initiative 
was holistically driven by Amreeta Banerjee (General 
Manager, ibis Mumbai Airport), Sandip Satange 
(General Manager, ibis Mumbai BKC), and Rupam 
Dutta (Cluster General Manager, ibis Mumbai – Navi 
Mumbai, Vikhroli, and Thane), who jointly led efforts 
across all participating hotels to ensure coordinated 
planning and impactful execution.

Every year, over 11 million metric tons of plastic 
waste enter the oceans globally, severely impacting 
marine life and coastal environments. With beaches 
being the first line of defense, ibis India’s clean-up 
initiative contributes to the broader global effort of 
restoring ocean health—one shoreline at a time.

“World Ocean Day is not just symbolic—it’s a 
reminder of our deep connection to the seas. At ibis, 
we see sustainability as a way of life and believe 
that hospitality brands must step up as agents of 
change. From empowering our teams to engaging 

with communities, this clean-up initiative was about 
acting local while thinking global. Mumbai’s coastline 
deserves our care, and today was a step in that 
direction,” said Mr. Tejus Jose, Director of Operations, 
ibis & ibis Styles India.

“At ibis Mumbai hotels, we are deeply integrated 
into the city’s rhythm and daily life. Being located near 
some of the city’s busiest and most visited beaches, 
we recognise the responsibility we carry not just 
as hoteliers, but as active contributors to the local 
ecosystem. This clean-up drive reflects our ongoing 
effort to engage with the community and protect the 
very environment that surrounds and supports us.” 
said Mr. Rupam Dutta, Cluster General Manager, ibis 
Mumbai – Navi Mumbai, Vikhroli and Thane

Beyond cleaning the beach, ibis teams conducted 
awareness sessions, distributed eco-friendly 
educational materials, and engaged with local 
school students, tourists, and fishermen to promote 
responsible coastal behavior.

CHANGE OF NAME 
I  HAVE CHANGED MY 
NAME FROM SAYED NAQSH 
FATEMA JAFER MUJTABA TO 
NAQSH FATEMA IRFAN SAYED 
AS PER MY DOCUMENTS

Trump deploys National 
Guard over Los Angeles 
immigration protests
Los Angeles : US 

President Donald Trump 
has ordered 2,000 National 
Guardsmen to Los Angeles 
to deal with unrest over 
raids on undocumented 
migrants. Trump said the 
troops had done a “great job” 
in the Californian city, which 
saw a second day of clashes 
between protesters and by 
federal agents on Saturday. 
Tear gas was used to disperse 
crowds as residents of 
the predominantly Latino 
Paramount district clashed 
with Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
agents earlier in the day. As 
many as 118 arrests were 
made in LA this week as 
a result of ICE operations, 

including 44 on Friday. 
California Governor Gavin 
Newsom has condemned 
the raids as “cruel”. Trump 
criticised the city’s Democratic 
governor and mayor in a post 
on his Truth Social platform, 
calling them “incompetent”. 
He also said protesters would 
no longer be allowed to wear 
masks. Newsom said the 
federal government’s takeover 
of the National Guard was 
“purposefully inflammatory” 
and would “only escalate 
tensions”. The National 
Guard is usually called by a 
state’s governor, but Trump 
has used a provision that 
allows him to take control 
himself, Newsom’s office told 
the AP news agency.

STATE

Centre asks Odisha to ramp up 
Covid-19 measures as cases rise

Hyderabad. Telangana Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy on 
Sunday expanded his Cabinet by 
inducting three ministers.G Vivek 
Venkataswamy, Adluri Laxman 
Kumar and Vakiti Srihari were 
sworn in as ministers by Governor 
Jishnu Dev Varma at Raj Bhavan.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, his 
Cabinet colleagues, Telangana 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(TPCC) president Mahesh Kumar 
Goud and senior officials attended 
the ceremony.Vivek took oath in 
English while the remaining two 
were sworn in Telugu.

This is the first expansion in the 
Cabinet, which was formed on 
December 7, 2023, with the 
swearing-in of the Chief Minister 
and 11 ministers.The long-
delayed expansion took place 
after the All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) cleared the 
names of three ministers.

Though there are vacancies in the 
Cabinet, the party leadership 
decided to keep three posts 
vacant. The state can have a 
maximum of 18 ministers, 
including the Chief Minister.

Vivek Venkataswamy, a former MP 
and son of former Union Minister 
G .  Ve n k a t a s w a m y ,  a n d  
Government  Whip  Adlur i  
Laxman are from the Scheduled 
Castes, while Srihari is from the 
Backward Classes. Ramachandru 
Naik is a tribal MLA.

Venkataswamy, an industrialist, had 
quit the BJP to join Congress a 
few weeks before the 2023 
Assembly elections.

He was elected to Parliament in 
2009 from the Peddapalli  
constituency. He later joined TRS 
(now BRS) to put pressure on the 
Congress over the demand for 
statehood for Telangana.

After the Telangana Bill was passed 
in the Parliament in 2014, he 
returned to Congress.

He again returned to the TRS in 
2016. In 2019, he resigned as 
advisor  to  the  Telangana 
government and quit the ruling 
party after he was denied a ticket 
to contest from the Peddapalli Lok 
Sabha seat. He joined the BJP, 
which he quit again in November 
2023 to return to Congress.

He was elected to the Assembly 
from Chennur constituency in 
Mancherial district in 2023, 
defeating sitting MLA Balka 
Suman of BRS.Adluri Laxman 
Kumar is a senior Congress leader 
and f i rs t - t ime MLA from 
Dharmapuri in Jagitial district.

Decline in Madras Hedgehog sightings along 
red sand teri forests raises alarm

Ahmedabad: Absconding accused ‘threatens to 
jump off’ building during police raid, detained

Revanth Reddy Expands 
Telangana Cabinet, 3 Ministers 
Sworn-In

Tension grips in Nilambur over death of  class 10 student 
electrocuted by illegal pig trap; Minister allege conspiracy

Ahmedabad. A man wanted in several cases registered at 
different police stations across Ahmedabad was 
apprehended on Saturday following a dramatic stand-off — 
he allegedly stood on the ledge of a residential building, and 
threatened to jump, said police.The Detection of Crime 
Branch (DCB) of the Ahmedabad City Police said the 
accused, identified as Abhishek alias Shooter Sanjaysinh 
Tomar, was absconding for some time.A tip-off was 

received that the 
a c c u s e d  w a s  
present at Shivam 
Awas in the Odhav 
area. Acting on this 
i n fo rma t ion ,  a  
t e a m  w e n t  t o  
apprehend him.

The accused then 
l o c k e d  t h e  
apartment door 
from inside and did 
not open it even 

after being instructed to do so. He climbed out onto the 
ledge from the balcony adjacent to the kitchen, said 
officials.

When the team forcefully broke open the door and entered the 
flat, they found the accused near the kitchen area. Upon 
seeing the team, he moved to the edge of the ledge and 
started livestreaming a video on social media using his 
mobile phone, threatening to jump off.The Crime Branch 
team immediately informed the Fire Department and the 
control room and took necessary action. The accused was 
ultimately detained using appropriate force, said officials.

THOOTHUKUDI. Once a common 
sight in the red sand deserts of 
Thoothukudi, the Madras Hedgehog 
(Paraechinus nudiventris) is now 
increasingly elusive, raising concerns 
among researchers and locals about its 
dwindling population. Native 
to the unique teri forests — 
locally called ‘Kuthiraimozhi 
teri’ and ‘Sathankulam teri’ — 
the hedgehog, known as 
‘Mulleli’, is fast disappearing 
from these southern TN 
landscapes.

The red sand dunes, part of a 
fragile ecosystem, were once 
rich with native wildlife 
including pangolins and foxes. 
But now, even long-time 
residents say the nocturnal hedgehog, 
protected under Schedule II of the 
Wildlife Protection Act, hasn’t been 
seen in years.

“I had one as a pet that ate rice and fish, 
but for the past five years, I haven’t 

seen any. Earlier they would run 
beneath dried palm leaves,” said an 82-
year-old resident of Nazareth to TNIE.

In the past, Mulleli skin was sold by 
nomadic communities for medicinal 
use. A woman from Udangudi recalled 

using the dried skin to make traditional 
‘thailam’, believed to treat whooping 
cough, asthma, and joint pain. Activist 
V Gunaselan said the skins were also 
hung in homes to ward off evil spirits, 
highlighting both the cultural and 
medical value once attached to the 

species.
Forest officials from Tiruchendur 

division confirmed they haven’t 
sighted the animal in a long time, even 
as its habitat remains under pressure 
from deforestation and human 

encroachment.
Brawin Kumar, a researcher 

studying the Madras Hedgehog 
in Terikadu region, said, “The 
hedgehogs were commonly 
seen in palmyra groves and 
grasslands, but now, with the 
d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
landscapes, they are found only 
in isolated pockets or possibly 
locally extinct in many areas.” 
He called for a dedicated 
conservation survey to assess 

and protect the remaining populations. 
Ancient texts like Pingala Nigandu and 
Siddha medical  manuals  a lso 
document uses for Mulleli-based 
remedies, underscoring its deep-rooted 
presence in Tamil culture.

Nilambur. An illegal pig trap led to 
the death of a class 10 student who 
was electrocuted after he was 
trapped between the wires while on 
his way back home on Sunday 
evening. The incident followed a 
wave of protest by the Congress 
activist in the locality where an 
election campaigning is underway. 
With Congress alleging that the 
installation of electric fencing was 
illegal, the forest minister suspects 
political conspiracy behind the 
entire incident.The deceased 
Ananthu was electrocuted near 
Vazhikadavu in Nilambur on his 
way back from fishing with his friends. He and 
his friends came into contact with a live wire 
from an illegal electric fence that was 
reportedly set up by a private land owner to kill 
wild boars.

Two of his friends who accompanied him – Yadhu 

Krishnan and Sachu were injured and is 
hospitalized.UDF candidate Aryadan Shoukath 
blamed the state government and the KSEB 
over the unfortunate incident and added that the 
state electricity board should be blamed who 
gave tacit approval for the trap. He demanded a 
detailed probe over the incident.

Forest minister question circumstance 
of teen’s death

State forest minister AK Saseendran has 
alleged a political conspiracy behind 
the death of Ananthu who was 
electrocuted by an illegal animal trap in 
Nilambur.“Yesterday’s incident was 
tragic and painful. Unfortunately the 
BJP and the UDF are trying to come up 
with a narrative that the incident 
occurred due to the failure of the state 
forest department. Forest department 
no longer installs electric fencing. 
Residents claim there were no fencing 
in the morning. But ironically it 
appeared in the evening. Even the land 

owner is unaware of it. So who set it up?. There 
is a conspiracy behind it. We will probe the 
matter from all the angles”, said AK Saseendran 
to the media.Meanwhile, the house owner and 
the inmates of the house have been taken into 
custody.

A govt school that stands out: Nizamabad 
school thrives amid private competition

NIZAMABAD . Tucked into the heart of 
Dubba ,  a  bus t l ing  work ing-c lass  
neighbourhood, a government school is 
quietly rewriting the story of public 
education.Surrounded by over a dozen 
private institutions, the Government High 
School and Primary School in Dubba doesn’t 
just survive; it thrives. With more than 450 
students in the high school and strong 
enrolment in the primary wing, its campus 
comes alive each morning with youthful 
chatter, recitations and the buzz of assembly, 
proof that public-funded institutions still 
matter.Dubba is home to hundreds of 
migrant families, many from neighbouring 
Maharashtra. Marathi may be the mother 
tongue, but their aspirations are rooted in 
education. In this densely packed locality 
where every rupee counts, this school has 
emerged as a trusted option for families 
chasing better futures. The school runs three 
sections per class — two in English, one in 

Telugu.
Each  morn ing  beg ins  w i th  a  

community-centred assembly.  
Students take turns at the mic: reading 
the day’s news in English, explaining 
a historical date or decoding a quote. 
“For many parents waiting at the gate, 
it’s the first time they hear their child 
speak confidently in English,” says 
headmaster Thirkovel Srinivas. “That 
pride spreads. And word-of-mouth 
brings more students to us.”

Recognition and a fresh coat of paint
Academically, the school maintains a 95% 

pass rate in Class 10 board exams, with 
several students scoring above 530 marks. 
But it’s the school’s focus beyond textbooks 
that sets it apart.

The NCC programme is a major draw, offering 
students discipline, exposure and a sense of 
purpose. Other events, like Science Day, 
with project exhibitions and demonstrations, 

help connect the school to the wider 
community. “When parents see their 
children taking part, they’re more likely to 
trust the system,” says Srinivas. Teachers, 
too, have been recognised: several are 
selected as resource persons for Science Day. 
This year, the theme is AI.

Local organisations now sponsor cash awards 
for top-performing students, fuelling 
motivation for higher studies. One student 
was recently selected for intermediate 

coaching based on merit, a win for both 
child and school. Support has come from 
political quarters too. Advisor to the 
Chief Minister, Md Ali Shabbir, donated 
`10 lakh for painting the school building. 
MLA Dhanpal Suryanarayana Guptha 
stepped in to repair 120 damaged 
benches.

The gaps that remain
Despite its progress, the school still 

grapples with core issues: scarce 
drinking water, insufficient toilets and a 

shortage of maintenance staff. Yet the mood 
is optimistic.

 Teachers are hopeful that rising enrolment and 
increasing community engagement will spur 
attention to these gaps. “The school’s central 
location has made it a natural hub for 
educational reform,” says local donor 
Srinivas. “When the community sees results, 
they come forward. That’s what’s happening 
here.”

BHUBANESWAR. In view of the 
recent surge in Covid-19 cases, the 
Centre has asked the Odisha 
government to ramp up measures and 
control the spread of the virus. The 
state reported seven new cases in last 
24 hours, taking tally to 45 on 
Saturday.

The Health and Family Welfare 
department has been directed to 
ensure Covid testing of all cases of 
severe acute respiratory illness 
(SARI) coming to hospital and at 
least five per cent of influenza like 
illness (ILI) cases as per the revised 
guideline.“All positive SARI 
samples will be sent for whole 
genome sequencing through the 
ICMR virus research and diagnostic 
laboratory network. Individuals with acute 
respiratory illness should self-monitor and seek 
medical care if symptoms worsen,” the 
guideline stated.While the state and district 
surveillance units under Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme (IDSP) are closely 
monitoring influenza like illness and severe 

acute respiratory illness, people have been 
advised to practice hand hygiene, cough 
etiquette, and avoid crowded places when 
unwell.The Centre has also asked the state 
government for ensuring adequate availability 
of medical infrastructure such as oxygen 
support systems, isolation beds, ventilators, and 
essential medications.Director of public health 

Dr Nilakantha Mishra said as advised 
by the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, a mock drill to test oxygen 
supply systems has been conducted 
successfully, along with facility-level 
preparedness drills to check the 
preparedness at the hospitals.

“Surveillance efforts have also been 
heightened across the state. Although 
most current infections are mild and 
manageable at home, vigilance and 
preparedness remain critical to prevent 
any escalation of the outbreak,” he 
said.Keeping in mind the expected 
congregations during the upcoming 
Rath Yatra, the Health department has 
asked districts to remain prepared with 
testing kits and all essentials to 
minimise the impact of the current 

Covid-19  surge  and  pro tec t  publ ic  
health.Director of health services Dr 
Amarendra Nath Mohanty urged people with 
comorbidities and senior citizens to remain 
vigilant, avoid large gatherings and panic, and 
rely only on verified sources and official 
bulletins for accurate information.

MUMBAI . The transport commissioner’s 
office on Sunday warned stringent action 
against GPS manufacturers against whom 
there were complaints of recently accepting 
money to upgrade the old speed limitation 
device codes in transport vehicles, 
especially for the city’s school buses.In 
2018, the Supreme Court mandated that 
commercial vehicles, including school 
buses, must have speed governors with 
standardised 16 alphanumeric digit codes. 
Regional Transport Office (RTO) 
authorities received instructions to 
digitalise and maintain records of the 
unique 16-digit speed governor details for 
all registered vehicles.

A group of transporters recently visited the 
transport commissioner's office to report 
harassment and monetary demands for 
upgrading their old 5-digit coded speed 
governors to 16-digit systems.

“GPS device manufacturers are requesting 
substantial amounts for implementing 16-
digit governors.,” said a bus operator from 
Mumbai.RTO officers refuse fitness 
clearances to vehicles during periodic 
inspections unless they possess the 16-digit 
governor number.

According to an official from transport 
commissioner's office, the Ministry of 
Road Transport and Highways has 
instructed manufacturers to modify all 
codes to 16 digits without charging fees. 
“Any demand for money or harassment, 
transporters or bus operators can approach 
and complain to transport commissioner," 
the officer added.

Bull on the roof! UP village 
stunned as angry bull 
chases man upstairs

In Chandigarh, former Army 
chief  Gen VP Malik releases 
book on Kashmir insurgency of  
1989-90

GPS manufacturers cannot 
accept money to upgrade 
speed limiting device code: 
Transport department

The award-winning 
tableau highlighted the 
400-year-old 
traditional art form 
from Etikoppaka, 
earning widespread 
appreciation and social The ruling’s 

ambiguity has 
raised questions 
about its impact on 
local students.

The authorities informed us 
that only first-year students 
will shift temporarily to the 
Idupulapaya campus due to 
accommodation issues.

Reddy set a six-
month deadline for its 
completion, instructing the 
chief  engineer and construction 

The jeep was driven by 
Vishnu, a resident of 
Kallambalam, and a 

SCR to boost security on trains 
after attempted rape incident

According to official data, Chennai consumes around 13 lakh litres of  Aavin milk daily, with 5.5 to 6 
lakh litres distributed through milk cards, benefiting roughly 10 lakh residents.

Yoga awareness activities are being conducted at an unprecedented scale across all 
districts, including in schools, colleges, community centres, and public spaces.

Meri Saheli teams have been instructed to 
patrol MMTS trains and conduct thorough 

analyses of security vulnerabilities 
affecting female passengers.

Baghpat.  In a shocking and rare incident, a 
stray bull in Bali village of Baghpat district 
in Uttar Pradesh climbed onto the roof of a 
house while chasing a young man named 
Neeraj. The dramatic moment was caught 
on camera and the video went viral on social 
media.The incident took place on Saturday, 
when Neeraj tried to separate two bulls that 
were fighting in the village. One of the bulls 
got furious and started chasing him. 

In an attempt to save his life, Neeraj ran 
towards a nearby house and climbed up to 
its roof. However, to everyone’s surprise, 
the angry bull did not stop there, it also 
climbed the stairs and reached the roof, 
continuing to chase Neeraj.

Realizing the danger, Neeraj didn’t waste a 
second and jumped off the roof to escape the 
bull’s attack. The bull stood on the roof, 
roaring and stamping, creating fear among 
the villagers. Seeing this unexpected scene, 
villagers quickly gathered and started 
efforts to bring the bull down using sticks 
and ropes.After a lot of struggle, the bull 
was finally caught and safely brought down 
from the roof. Luckily, Neeraj was not 
seriously injured in the incident. Villagers 
said that stray bulls have been causing 
problems in Baghpat and nearby rural 
regions for a long time.

Delivery partners outline 
labour rights violations in 
Hyderabad onally, delivery partners say they are 

subjected to arbitrary fines, ratings-based 
penalties, and account suspensions, often 
without transparency or recourse.The 
workers alleged that the operational 
expenses, including fuel, mobile data, and 
vehicle maintenance, are borne entirely by 
the workers, adding to their financial 
burden. The union further raised concerns 
about the classification of delivery 
personnel as “partners” rather than 
employees, effectively denying them rights 
to collective bargaining and coverage under 
labour laws.

NRI coastal police have arrested the 
25-year-old accused, identified as 
Sujit Das, for allegedly sexually 

assaulting the child.

In addition to Karimnagar, two other 
railway stations in Telangana — 

Begumpet and Warangal — will also 
be inaugurated on the same day.

Z Zooms in on 

the long-

standing debate 

over whether 

commerical 

activities 

should be 

allowed or not 

at Girinagar 

Housing Colony

Ten amendment Acts came into force on April 11 after the Supreme Court, in its April 8 verdict, granted deemed 
assent to bills delayed by Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi.

Chandigarh. A book on Kashmir insurgency 
by retired Colonel Yoginder Kandhari was 
released Saturday at the Chandigarh Press 
Club.Former Army chief General V P Malik 
released the book at the event that was 
attended by several veterans and academics.

The book, ‘Unmasking the Kashmir 
Insurgency: Deconstructing the State 
Response -Revisiting 1989-90’, consists of 
chapters of the Colonel’s first-hand 
experiences and also of counter-insurgency 
operations in Kashmir obtained through RTI 
and exclusive interviews.

Through the book, the author provided a 
picture of the state’s paralysis, institutional 
failures, intelligence lapses, and the moral 
vacuum that accompanied the mass 
displacement of Kashmiri Pandits.

Speaking at the event, Col. Kandhari said, “I 
did not write the book as a scholar looking at 
the situation from the outside. I wrote it as 
someone who lived through the events, who 
wore the uniform, and who still carries the 
memories and questions that never found 
answers.”

Burn victim flown in by air 
ambulance critical in 
Kerala

vided the best treatment following 
the direction of Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and the 
subsequent intervention of 
NORKA-Roots.

Health Minister Veena George 
reviewed the progress in her 
condition and gave necessary 
direction to the hospital  
superintendent. 

A medical board will be formed to 
coordinate the treatment of Mini, 
who is currently being provided 
ventilator support. Though Mini 
was admitted to Penang General 
Hospital in Malaysia on May 7 
after she suffered burns, her 
employer did not inform her 
relatives.

Minister AK Saseendran stated that the opposition and few media outlets 
were quick to blame the government without checking the facts.

Reporter Shainu Mohan and lensman B P Deepu visit Valiya Veli near Thumba, where shipwreck 
debris has heightened the woes of the coastal community

This milestone marks the completion of a transformative infrastructure project that spans 701 kilometres, 
connecting 24 districts across Vidarbha, Marathwada and North Maharashtra.

Z76-km final stretch of 
Maharashtra Samruddhi 
Mahamarg inaugurated by 
CM Fadnavis
ZProject covers 701 km, 
connecting 24 districts across 
Vidarbha, Marathwada, 
North Maharashtra
ZIncludes 5 double tunnels, 
with Maharashtra’s longest 
8-km tunnel at Igatpuri

Native to the unique teri forests — locally called ‘Kuthiraimozhi teri’ and ‘Sathankulam teri’ — 
the hedgehog, known as ‘Mulleli’, is fast disappearing from these southern TN landscapes.

NEWS BOX

STATE

Centre asks Odisha to ramp up 
Covid-19 measures as cases rise

Hyderabad. Telangana Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy on 
Sunday expanded his Cabinet by 
inducting three ministers.G Vivek 
Venkataswamy, Adluri Laxman 
Kumar and Vakiti Srihari were 
sworn in as ministers by Governor 
Jishnu Dev Varma at Raj Bhavan.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, his 
Cabinet colleagues, Telangana 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(TPCC) president Mahesh Kumar 
Goud and senior officials attended 
the ceremony.Vivek took oath in 
English while the remaining two 
were sworn in Telugu.

This is the first expansion in the 
Cabinet, which was formed on 
December 7, 2023, with the 
swearing-in of the Chief Minister 
and 11 ministers.The long-
delayed expansion took place 
after the All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) cleared the 
names of three ministers.

Though there are vacancies in the 
Cabinet, the party leadership 
decided to keep three posts 
vacant. The state can have a 
maximum of 18 ministers, 
including the Chief Minister.

Vivek Venkataswamy, a former MP 
and son of former Union Minister 
G .  Ve n k a t a s w a m y ,  a n d  
Government  Whip  Adlur i  
Laxman are from the Scheduled 
Castes, while Srihari is from the 
Backward Classes. Ramachandru 
Naik is a tribal MLA.

Venkataswamy, an industrialist, had 
quit the BJP to join Congress a 
few weeks before the 2023 
Assembly elections.

He was elected to Parliament in 
2009 from the Peddapalli  
constituency. He later joined TRS 
(now BRS) to put pressure on the 
Congress over the demand for 
statehood for Telangana.

After the Telangana Bill was passed 
in the Parliament in 2014, he 
returned to Congress.

He again returned to the TRS in 
2016. In 2019, he resigned as 
advisor  to  the  Telangana 
government and quit the ruling 
party after he was denied a ticket 
to contest from the Peddapalli Lok 
Sabha seat. He joined the BJP, 
which he quit again in November 
2023 to return to Congress.

He was elected to the Assembly 
from Chennur constituency in 
Mancherial district in 2023, 
defeating sitting MLA Balka 
Suman of BRS.Adluri Laxman 
Kumar is a senior Congress leader 
and f i rs t - t ime MLA from 
Dharmapuri in Jagitial district.

Decline in Madras Hedgehog sightings along 
red sand teri forests raises alarm

Ahmedabad: Absconding accused ‘threatens to 
jump off’ building during police raid, detained

Revanth Reddy Expands 
Telangana Cabinet, 3 Ministers 
Sworn-In

Tension grips in Nilambur over death of  class 10 student 
electrocuted by illegal pig trap; Minister allege conspiracy

Ahmedabad. A man wanted in several cases registered at 
different police stations across Ahmedabad was 
apprehended on Saturday following a dramatic stand-off — 
he allegedly stood on the ledge of a residential building, and 
threatened to jump, said police.The Detection of Crime 
Branch (DCB) of the Ahmedabad City Police said the 
accused, identified as Abhishek alias Shooter Sanjaysinh 
Tomar, was absconding for some time.A tip-off was 

received that the 
a c c u s e d  w a s  
present at Shivam 
Awas in the Odhav 
area. Acting on this 
i n fo rma t ion ,  a  
t e a m  w e n t  t o  
apprehend him.

The accused then 
l o c k e d  t h e  
apartment door 
from inside and did 
not open it even 

after being instructed to do so. He climbed out onto the 
ledge from the balcony adjacent to the kitchen, said 
officials.

When the team forcefully broke open the door and entered the 
flat, they found the accused near the kitchen area. Upon 
seeing the team, he moved to the edge of the ledge and 
started livestreaming a video on social media using his 
mobile phone, threatening to jump off.The Crime Branch 
team immediately informed the Fire Department and the 
control room and took necessary action. The accused was 
ultimately detained using appropriate force, said officials.

THOOTHUKUDI. Once a common 
sight in the red sand deserts of 
Thoothukudi, the Madras Hedgehog 
(Paraechinus nudiventris) is now 
increasingly elusive, raising concerns 
among researchers and locals about its 
dwindling population. Native 
to the unique teri forests — 
locally called ‘Kuthiraimozhi 
teri’ and ‘Sathankulam teri’ — 
the hedgehog, known as 
‘Mulleli’, is fast disappearing 
from these southern TN 
landscapes.

The red sand dunes, part of a 
fragile ecosystem, were once 
rich with native wildlife 
including pangolins and foxes. 
But now, even long-time 
residents say the nocturnal hedgehog, 
protected under Schedule II of the 
Wildlife Protection Act, hasn’t been 
seen in years.

“I had one as a pet that ate rice and fish, 
but for the past five years, I haven’t 

seen any. Earlier they would run 
beneath dried palm leaves,” said an 82-
year-old resident of Nazareth to TNIE.

In the past, Mulleli skin was sold by 
nomadic communities for medicinal 
use. A woman from Udangudi recalled 

using the dried skin to make traditional 
‘thailam’, believed to treat whooping 
cough, asthma, and joint pain. Activist 
V Gunaselan said the skins were also 
hung in homes to ward off evil spirits, 
highlighting both the cultural and 
medical value once attached to the 

species.
Forest officials from Tiruchendur 

division confirmed they haven’t 
sighted the animal in a long time, even 
as its habitat remains under pressure 
from deforestation and human 

encroachment.
Brawin Kumar, a researcher 

studying the Madras Hedgehog 
in Terikadu region, said, “The 
hedgehogs were commonly 
seen in palmyra groves and 
grasslands, but now, with the 
d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
landscapes, they are found only 
in isolated pockets or possibly 
locally extinct in many areas.” 
He called for a dedicated 
conservation survey to assess 

and protect the remaining populations. 
Ancient texts like Pingala Nigandu and 
Siddha medical  manuals  a lso 
document uses for Mulleli-based 
remedies, underscoring its deep-rooted 
presence in Tamil culture.

Nilambur. An illegal pig trap led to 
the death of a class 10 student who 
was electrocuted after he was 
trapped between the wires while on 
his way back home on Sunday 
evening. The incident followed a 
wave of protest by the Congress 
activist in the locality where an 
election campaigning is underway. 
With Congress alleging that the 
installation of electric fencing was 
illegal, the forest minister suspects 
political conspiracy behind the 
entire incident.The deceased 
Ananthu was electrocuted near 
Vazhikadavu in Nilambur on his 
way back from fishing with his friends. He and 
his friends came into contact with a live wire 
from an illegal electric fence that was 
reportedly set up by a private land owner to kill 
wild boars.

Two of his friends who accompanied him – Yadhu 

Krishnan and Sachu were injured and is 
hospitalized.UDF candidate Aryadan Shoukath 
blamed the state government and the KSEB 
over the unfortunate incident and added that the 
state electricity board should be blamed who 
gave tacit approval for the trap. He demanded a 
detailed probe over the incident.

Forest minister question circumstance 
of teen’s death

State forest minister AK Saseendran has 
alleged a political conspiracy behind 
the death of Ananthu who was 
electrocuted by an illegal animal trap in 
Nilambur.“Yesterday’s incident was 
tragic and painful. Unfortunately the 
BJP and the UDF are trying to come up 
with a narrative that the incident 
occurred due to the failure of the state 
forest department. Forest department 
no longer installs electric fencing. 
Residents claim there were no fencing 
in the morning. But ironically it 
appeared in the evening. Even the land 

owner is unaware of it. So who set it up?. There 
is a conspiracy behind it. We will probe the 
matter from all the angles”, said AK Saseendran 
to the media.Meanwhile, the house owner and 
the inmates of the house have been taken into 
custody.

A govt school that stands out: Nizamabad 
school thrives amid private competition

NIZAMABAD . Tucked into the heart of 
Dubba ,  a  bus t l ing  work ing-c lass  
neighbourhood, a government school is 
quietly rewriting the story of public 
education.Surrounded by over a dozen 
private institutions, the Government High 
School and Primary School in Dubba doesn’t 
just survive; it thrives. With more than 450 
students in the high school and strong 
enrolment in the primary wing, its campus 
comes alive each morning with youthful 
chatter, recitations and the buzz of assembly, 
proof that public-funded institutions still 
matter.Dubba is home to hundreds of 
migrant families, many from neighbouring 
Maharashtra. Marathi may be the mother 
tongue, but their aspirations are rooted in 
education. In this densely packed locality 
where every rupee counts, this school has 
emerged as a trusted option for families 
chasing better futures. The school runs three 
sections per class — two in English, one in 

Telugu.
Each  morn ing  beg ins  w i th  a  

community-centred assembly.  
Students take turns at the mic: reading 
the day’s news in English, explaining 
a historical date or decoding a quote. 
“For many parents waiting at the gate, 
it’s the first time they hear their child 
speak confidently in English,” says 
headmaster Thirkovel Srinivas. “That 
pride spreads. And word-of-mouth 
brings more students to us.”

Recognition and a fresh coat of paint
Academically, the school maintains a 95% 

pass rate in Class 10 board exams, with 
several students scoring above 530 marks. 
But it’s the school’s focus beyond textbooks 
that sets it apart.

The NCC programme is a major draw, offering 
students discipline, exposure and a sense of 
purpose. Other events, like Science Day, 
with project exhibitions and demonstrations, 

help connect the school to the wider 
community. “When parents see their 
children taking part, they’re more likely to 
trust the system,” says Srinivas. Teachers, 
too, have been recognised: several are 
selected as resource persons for Science Day. 
This year, the theme is AI.

Local organisations now sponsor cash awards 
for top-performing students, fuelling 
motivation for higher studies. One student 
was recently selected for intermediate 

coaching based on merit, a win for both 
child and school. Support has come from 
political quarters too. Advisor to the 
Chief Minister, Md Ali Shabbir, donated 
`10 lakh for painting the school building. 
MLA Dhanpal Suryanarayana Guptha 
stepped in to repair 120 damaged 
benches.

The gaps that remain
Despite its progress, the school still 

grapples with core issues: scarce 
drinking water, insufficient toilets and a 

shortage of maintenance staff. Yet the mood 
is optimistic.

 Teachers are hopeful that rising enrolment and 
increasing community engagement will spur 
attention to these gaps. “The school’s central 
location has made it a natural hub for 
educational reform,” says local donor 
Srinivas. “When the community sees results, 
they come forward. That’s what’s happening 
here.”

BHUBANESWAR. In view of the 
recent surge in Covid-19 cases, the 
Centre has asked the Odisha 
government to ramp up measures and 
control the spread of the virus. The 
state reported seven new cases in last 
24 hours, taking tally to 45 on 
Saturday.

The Health and Family Welfare 
department has been directed to 
ensure Covid testing of all cases of 
severe acute respiratory illness 
(SARI) coming to hospital and at 
least five per cent of influenza like 
illness (ILI) cases as per the revised 
guideline.“All positive SARI 
samples will be sent for whole 
genome sequencing through the 
ICMR virus research and diagnostic 
laboratory network. Individuals with acute 
respiratory illness should self-monitor and seek 
medical care if symptoms worsen,” the 
guideline stated.While the state and district 
surveillance units under Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme (IDSP) are closely 
monitoring influenza like illness and severe 

acute respiratory illness, people have been 
advised to practice hand hygiene, cough 
etiquette, and avoid crowded places when 
unwell.The Centre has also asked the state 
government for ensuring adequate availability 
of medical infrastructure such as oxygen 
support systems, isolation beds, ventilators, and 
essential medications.Director of public health 

Dr Nilakantha Mishra said as advised 
by the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, a mock drill to test oxygen 
supply systems has been conducted 
successfully, along with facility-level 
preparedness drills to check the 
preparedness at the hospitals.

“Surveillance efforts have also been 
heightened across the state. Although 
most current infections are mild and 
manageable at home, vigilance and 
preparedness remain critical to prevent 
any escalation of the outbreak,” he 
said.Keeping in mind the expected 
congregations during the upcoming 
Rath Yatra, the Health department has 
asked districts to remain prepared with 
testing kits and all essentials to 
minimise the impact of the current 

Covid-19  surge  and  pro tec t  publ ic  
health.Director of health services Dr 
Amarendra Nath Mohanty urged people with 
comorbidities and senior citizens to remain 
vigilant, avoid large gatherings and panic, and 
rely only on verified sources and official 
bulletins for accurate information.

MUMBAI . The transport commissioner’s 
office on Sunday warned stringent action 
against GPS manufacturers against whom 
there were complaints of recently accepting 
money to upgrade the old speed limitation 
device codes in transport vehicles, 
especially for the city’s school buses.In 
2018, the Supreme Court mandated that 
commercial vehicles, including school 
buses, must have speed governors with 
standardised 16 alphanumeric digit codes. 
Regional Transport Office (RTO) 
authorities received instructions to 
digitalise and maintain records of the 
unique 16-digit speed governor details for 
all registered vehicles.

A group of transporters recently visited the 
transport commissioner's office to report 
harassment and monetary demands for 
upgrading their old 5-digit coded speed 
governors to 16-digit systems.

“GPS device manufacturers are requesting 
substantial amounts for implementing 16-
digit governors.,” said a bus operator from 
Mumbai.RTO officers refuse fitness 
clearances to vehicles during periodic 
inspections unless they possess the 16-digit 
governor number.

According to an official from transport 
commissioner's office, the Ministry of 
Road Transport and Highways has 
instructed manufacturers to modify all 
codes to 16 digits without charging fees. 
“Any demand for money or harassment, 
transporters or bus operators can approach 
and complain to transport commissioner," 
the officer added.

Bull on the roof! UP village 
stunned as angry bull 
chases man upstairs

In Chandigarh, former Army 
chief  Gen VP Malik releases 
book on Kashmir insurgency of  
1989-90

GPS manufacturers cannot 
accept money to upgrade 
speed limiting device code: 
Transport department

The award-winning 
tableau highlighted the 
400-year-old 
traditional art form 
from Etikoppaka, 
earning widespread 
appreciation and social The ruling’s 

ambiguity has 
raised questions 
about its impact on 
local students.

The authorities informed us 
that only first-year students 
will shift temporarily to the 
Idupulapaya campus due to 
accommodation issues.

Reddy set a six-
month deadline for its 
completion, instructing the 
chief  engineer and construction 

The jeep was driven by 
Vishnu, a resident of 
Kallambalam, and a 

SCR to boost security on trains 
after attempted rape incident

According to official data, Chennai consumes around 13 lakh litres of  Aavin milk daily, with 5.5 to 6 
lakh litres distributed through milk cards, benefiting roughly 10 lakh residents.

Yoga awareness activities are being conducted at an unprecedented scale across all 
districts, including in schools, colleges, community centres, and public spaces.

Meri Saheli teams have been instructed to 
patrol MMTS trains and conduct thorough 

analyses of security vulnerabilities 
affecting female passengers.

Baghpat.  In a shocking and rare incident, a 
stray bull in Bali village of Baghpat district 
in Uttar Pradesh climbed onto the roof of a 
house while chasing a young man named 
Neeraj. The dramatic moment was caught 
on camera and the video went viral on social 
media.The incident took place on Saturday, 
when Neeraj tried to separate two bulls that 
were fighting in the village. One of the bulls 
got furious and started chasing him. 

In an attempt to save his life, Neeraj ran 
towards a nearby house and climbed up to 
its roof. However, to everyone’s surprise, 
the angry bull did not stop there, it also 
climbed the stairs and reached the roof, 
continuing to chase Neeraj.

Realizing the danger, Neeraj didn’t waste a 
second and jumped off the roof to escape the 
bull’s attack. The bull stood on the roof, 
roaring and stamping, creating fear among 
the villagers. Seeing this unexpected scene, 
villagers quickly gathered and started 
efforts to bring the bull down using sticks 
and ropes.After a lot of struggle, the bull 
was finally caught and safely brought down 
from the roof. Luckily, Neeraj was not 
seriously injured in the incident. Villagers 
said that stray bulls have been causing 
problems in Baghpat and nearby rural 
regions for a long time.

Delivery partners outline 
labour rights violations in 
Hyderabad onally, delivery partners say they are 

subjected to arbitrary fines, ratings-based 
penalties, and account suspensions, often 
without transparency or recourse.The 
workers alleged that the operational 
expenses, including fuel, mobile data, and 
vehicle maintenance, are borne entirely by 
the workers, adding to their financial 
burden. The union further raised concerns 
about the classification of delivery 
personnel as “partners” rather than 
employees, effectively denying them rights 
to collective bargaining and coverage under 
labour laws.

NRI coastal police have arrested the 
25-year-old accused, identified as 
Sujit Das, for allegedly sexually 

assaulting the child.

In addition to Karimnagar, two other 
railway stations in Telangana — 

Begumpet and Warangal — will also 
be inaugurated on the same day.

Z Zooms in on 

the long-

standing debate 

over whether 

commerical 

activities 

should be 

allowed or not 

at Girinagar 

Housing Colony

Ten amendment Acts came into force on April 11 after the Supreme Court, in its April 8 verdict, granted deemed 
assent to bills delayed by Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi.

Chandigarh. A book on Kashmir insurgency 
by retired Colonel Yoginder Kandhari was 
released Saturday at the Chandigarh Press 
Club.Former Army chief General V P Malik 
released the book at the event that was 
attended by several veterans and academics.

The book, ‘Unmasking the Kashmir 
Insurgency: Deconstructing the State 
Response -Revisiting 1989-90’, consists of 
chapters of the Colonel’s first-hand 
experiences and also of counter-insurgency 
operations in Kashmir obtained through RTI 
and exclusive interviews.

Through the book, the author provided a 
picture of the state’s paralysis, institutional 
failures, intelligence lapses, and the moral 
vacuum that accompanied the mass 
displacement of Kashmiri Pandits.

Speaking at the event, Col. Kandhari said, “I 
did not write the book as a scholar looking at 
the situation from the outside. I wrote it as 
someone who lived through the events, who 
wore the uniform, and who still carries the 
memories and questions that never found 
answers.”

Burn victim flown in by air 
ambulance critical in 
Kerala

vided the best treatment following 
the direction of Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and the 
subsequent intervention of 
NORKA-Roots.

Health Minister Veena George 
reviewed the progress in her 
condition and gave necessary 
direction to the hospital  
superintendent. 

A medical board will be formed to 
coordinate the treatment of Mini, 
who is currently being provided 
ventilator support. Though Mini 
was admitted to Penang General 
Hospital in Malaysia on May 7 
after she suffered burns, her 
employer did not inform her 
relatives.

Minister AK Saseendran stated that the opposition and few media outlets 
were quick to blame the government without checking the facts.

Reporter Shainu Mohan and lensman B P Deepu visit Valiya Veli near Thumba, where shipwreck 
debris has heightened the woes of the coastal community

This milestone marks the completion of a transformative infrastructure project that spans 701 kilometres, 
connecting 24 districts across Vidarbha, Marathwada and North Maharashtra.

Z76-km final stretch of 
Maharashtra Samruddhi 
Mahamarg inaugurated by 
CM Fadnavis
ZProject covers 701 km, 
connecting 24 districts across 
Vidarbha, Marathwada, 
North Maharashtra
ZIncludes 5 double tunnels, 
with Maharashtra’s longest 
8-km tunnel at Igatpuri

Native to the unique teri forests — locally called ‘Kuthiraimozhi teri’ and ‘Sathankulam teri’ — 
the hedgehog, known as ‘Mulleli’, is fast disappearing from these southern TN landscapes.
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Centre asks Odisha to ramp up 
Covid-19 measures as cases rise

Hyderabad. Telangana Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy on 
Sunday expanded his Cabinet by 
inducting three ministers.G Vivek 
Venkataswamy, Adluri Laxman 
Kumar and Vakiti Srihari were 
sworn in as ministers by Governor 
Jishnu Dev Varma at Raj Bhavan.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, his 
Cabinet colleagues, Telangana 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(TPCC) president Mahesh Kumar 
Goud and senior officials attended 
the ceremony.Vivek took oath in 
English while the remaining two 
were sworn in Telugu.

This is the first expansion in the 
Cabinet, which was formed on 
December 7, 2023, with the 
swearing-in of the Chief Minister 
and 11 ministers.The long-
delayed expansion took place 
after the All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) cleared the 
names of three ministers.

Though there are vacancies in the 
Cabinet, the party leadership 
decided to keep three posts 
vacant. The state can have a 
maximum of 18 ministers, 
including the Chief Minister.

Vivek Venkataswamy, a former MP 
and son of former Union Minister 
G .  Ve n k a t a s w a m y ,  a n d  
Government  Whip  Adlur i  
Laxman are from the Scheduled 
Castes, while Srihari is from the 
Backward Classes. Ramachandru 
Naik is a tribal MLA.

Venkataswamy, an industrialist, had 
quit the BJP to join Congress a 
few weeks before the 2023 
Assembly elections.

He was elected to Parliament in 
2009 from the Peddapalli  
constituency. He later joined TRS 
(now BRS) to put pressure on the 
Congress over the demand for 
statehood for Telangana.

After the Telangana Bill was passed 
in the Parliament in 2014, he 
returned to Congress.

He again returned to the TRS in 
2016. In 2019, he resigned as 
advisor  to  the  Telangana 
government and quit the ruling 
party after he was denied a ticket 
to contest from the Peddapalli Lok 
Sabha seat. He joined the BJP, 
which he quit again in November 
2023 to return to Congress.

He was elected to the Assembly 
from Chennur constituency in 
Mancherial district in 2023, 
defeating sitting MLA Balka 
Suman of BRS.Adluri Laxman 
Kumar is a senior Congress leader 
and f i rs t - t ime MLA from 
Dharmapuri in Jagitial district.

Decline in Madras Hedgehog sightings along 
red sand teri forests raises alarm

Ahmedabad: Absconding accused ‘threatens to 
jump off’ building during police raid, detained

Revanth Reddy Expands 
Telangana Cabinet, 3 Ministers 
Sworn-In

Tension grips in Nilambur over death of  class 10 student 
electrocuted by illegal pig trap; Minister allege conspiracy

Ahmedabad. A man wanted in several cases registered at 
different police stations across Ahmedabad was 
apprehended on Saturday following a dramatic stand-off — 
he allegedly stood on the ledge of a residential building, and 
threatened to jump, said police.The Detection of Crime 
Branch (DCB) of the Ahmedabad City Police said the 
accused, identified as Abhishek alias Shooter Sanjaysinh 
Tomar, was absconding for some time.A tip-off was 

received that the 
a c c u s e d  w a s  
present at Shivam 
Awas in the Odhav 
area. Acting on this 
i n fo rma t ion ,  a  
t e a m  w e n t  t o  
apprehend him.

The accused then 
l o c k e d  t h e  
apartment door 
from inside and did 
not open it even 

after being instructed to do so. He climbed out onto the 
ledge from the balcony adjacent to the kitchen, said 
officials.

When the team forcefully broke open the door and entered the 
flat, they found the accused near the kitchen area. Upon 
seeing the team, he moved to the edge of the ledge and 
started livestreaming a video on social media using his 
mobile phone, threatening to jump off.The Crime Branch 
team immediately informed the Fire Department and the 
control room and took necessary action. The accused was 
ultimately detained using appropriate force, said officials.

THOOTHUKUDI. Once a common 
sight in the red sand deserts of 
Thoothukudi, the Madras Hedgehog 
(Paraechinus nudiventris) is now 
increasingly elusive, raising concerns 
among researchers and locals about its 
dwindling population. Native 
to the unique teri forests — 
locally called ‘Kuthiraimozhi 
teri’ and ‘Sathankulam teri’ — 
the hedgehog, known as 
‘Mulleli’, is fast disappearing 
from these southern TN 
landscapes.

The red sand dunes, part of a 
fragile ecosystem, were once 
rich with native wildlife 
including pangolins and foxes. 
But now, even long-time 
residents say the nocturnal hedgehog, 
protected under Schedule II of the 
Wildlife Protection Act, hasn’t been 
seen in years.

“I had one as a pet that ate rice and fish, 
but for the past five years, I haven’t 

seen any. Earlier they would run 
beneath dried palm leaves,” said an 82-
year-old resident of Nazareth to TNIE.

In the past, Mulleli skin was sold by 
nomadic communities for medicinal 
use. A woman from Udangudi recalled 

using the dried skin to make traditional 
‘thailam’, believed to treat whooping 
cough, asthma, and joint pain. Activist 
V Gunaselan said the skins were also 
hung in homes to ward off evil spirits, 
highlighting both the cultural and 
medical value once attached to the 

species.
Forest officials from Tiruchendur 

division confirmed they haven’t 
sighted the animal in a long time, even 
as its habitat remains under pressure 
from deforestation and human 

encroachment.
Brawin Kumar, a researcher 

studying the Madras Hedgehog 
in Terikadu region, said, “The 
hedgehogs were commonly 
seen in palmyra groves and 
grasslands, but now, with the 
d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
landscapes, they are found only 
in isolated pockets or possibly 
locally extinct in many areas.” 
He called for a dedicated 
conservation survey to assess 

and protect the remaining populations. 
Ancient texts like Pingala Nigandu and 
Siddha medical  manuals  a lso 
document uses for Mulleli-based 
remedies, underscoring its deep-rooted 
presence in Tamil culture.

Nilambur. An illegal pig trap led to 
the death of a class 10 student who 
was electrocuted after he was 
trapped between the wires while on 
his way back home on Sunday 
evening. The incident followed a 
wave of protest by the Congress 
activist in the locality where an 
election campaigning is underway. 
With Congress alleging that the 
installation of electric fencing was 
illegal, the forest minister suspects 
political conspiracy behind the 
entire incident.The deceased 
Ananthu was electrocuted near 
Vazhikadavu in Nilambur on his 
way back from fishing with his friends. He and 
his friends came into contact with a live wire 
from an illegal electric fence that was 
reportedly set up by a private land owner to kill 
wild boars.

Two of his friends who accompanied him – Yadhu 

Krishnan and Sachu were injured and is 
hospitalized.UDF candidate Aryadan Shoukath 
blamed the state government and the KSEB 
over the unfortunate incident and added that the 
state electricity board should be blamed who 
gave tacit approval for the trap. He demanded a 
detailed probe over the incident.

Forest minister question circumstance 
of teen’s death

State forest minister AK Saseendran has 
alleged a political conspiracy behind 
the death of Ananthu who was 
electrocuted by an illegal animal trap in 
Nilambur.“Yesterday’s incident was 
tragic and painful. Unfortunately the 
BJP and the UDF are trying to come up 
with a narrative that the incident 
occurred due to the failure of the state 
forest department. Forest department 
no longer installs electric fencing. 
Residents claim there were no fencing 
in the morning. But ironically it 
appeared in the evening. Even the land 

owner is unaware of it. So who set it up?. There 
is a conspiracy behind it. We will probe the 
matter from all the angles”, said AK Saseendran 
to the media.Meanwhile, the house owner and 
the inmates of the house have been taken into 
custody.

A govt school that stands out: Nizamabad 
school thrives amid private competition

NIZAMABAD . Tucked into the heart of 
Dubba ,  a  bus t l ing  work ing-c lass  
neighbourhood, a government school is 
quietly rewriting the story of public 
education.Surrounded by over a dozen 
private institutions, the Government High 
School and Primary School in Dubba doesn’t 
just survive; it thrives. With more than 450 
students in the high school and strong 
enrolment in the primary wing, its campus 
comes alive each morning with youthful 
chatter, recitations and the buzz of assembly, 
proof that public-funded institutions still 
matter.Dubba is home to hundreds of 
migrant families, many from neighbouring 
Maharashtra. Marathi may be the mother 
tongue, but their aspirations are rooted in 
education. In this densely packed locality 
where every rupee counts, this school has 
emerged as a trusted option for families 
chasing better futures. The school runs three 
sections per class — two in English, one in 

Telugu.
Each  morn ing  beg ins  w i th  a  

community-centred assembly.  
Students take turns at the mic: reading 
the day’s news in English, explaining 
a historical date or decoding a quote. 
“For many parents waiting at the gate, 
it’s the first time they hear their child 
speak confidently in English,” says 
headmaster Thirkovel Srinivas. “That 
pride spreads. And word-of-mouth 
brings more students to us.”

Recognition and a fresh coat of paint
Academically, the school maintains a 95% 

pass rate in Class 10 board exams, with 
several students scoring above 530 marks. 
But it’s the school’s focus beyond textbooks 
that sets it apart.

The NCC programme is a major draw, offering 
students discipline, exposure and a sense of 
purpose. Other events, like Science Day, 
with project exhibitions and demonstrations, 

help connect the school to the wider 
community. “When parents see their 
children taking part, they’re more likely to 
trust the system,” says Srinivas. Teachers, 
too, have been recognised: several are 
selected as resource persons for Science Day. 
This year, the theme is AI.

Local organisations now sponsor cash awards 
for top-performing students, fuelling 
motivation for higher studies. One student 
was recently selected for intermediate 

coaching based on merit, a win for both 
child and school. Support has come from 
political quarters too. Advisor to the 
Chief Minister, Md Ali Shabbir, donated 
`10 lakh for painting the school building. 
MLA Dhanpal Suryanarayana Guptha 
stepped in to repair 120 damaged 
benches.

The gaps that remain
Despite its progress, the school still 

grapples with core issues: scarce 
drinking water, insufficient toilets and a 

shortage of maintenance staff. Yet the mood 
is optimistic.

 Teachers are hopeful that rising enrolment and 
increasing community engagement will spur 
attention to these gaps. “The school’s central 
location has made it a natural hub for 
educational reform,” says local donor 
Srinivas. “When the community sees results, 
they come forward. That’s what’s happening 
here.”

BHUBANESWAR. In view of the 
recent surge in Covid-19 cases, the 
Centre has asked the Odisha 
government to ramp up measures and 
control the spread of the virus. The 
state reported seven new cases in last 
24 hours, taking tally to 45 on 
Saturday.

The Health and Family Welfare 
department has been directed to 
ensure Covid testing of all cases of 
severe acute respiratory illness 
(SARI) coming to hospital and at 
least five per cent of influenza like 
illness (ILI) cases as per the revised 
guideline.“All positive SARI 
samples will be sent for whole 
genome sequencing through the 
ICMR virus research and diagnostic 
laboratory network. Individuals with acute 
respiratory illness should self-monitor and seek 
medical care if symptoms worsen,” the 
guideline stated.While the state and district 
surveillance units under Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme (IDSP) are closely 
monitoring influenza like illness and severe 

acute respiratory illness, people have been 
advised to practice hand hygiene, cough 
etiquette, and avoid crowded places when 
unwell.The Centre has also asked the state 
government for ensuring adequate availability 
of medical infrastructure such as oxygen 
support systems, isolation beds, ventilators, and 
essential medications.Director of public health 

Dr Nilakantha Mishra said as advised 
by the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, a mock drill to test oxygen 
supply systems has been conducted 
successfully, along with facility-level 
preparedness drills to check the 
preparedness at the hospitals.

“Surveillance efforts have also been 
heightened across the state. Although 
most current infections are mild and 
manageable at home, vigilance and 
preparedness remain critical to prevent 
any escalation of the outbreak,” he 
said.Keeping in mind the expected 
congregations during the upcoming 
Rath Yatra, the Health department has 
asked districts to remain prepared with 
testing kits and all essentials to 
minimise the impact of the current 

Covid-19  surge  and  pro tec t  publ ic  
health.Director of health services Dr 
Amarendra Nath Mohanty urged people with 
comorbidities and senior citizens to remain 
vigilant, avoid large gatherings and panic, and 
rely only on verified sources and official 
bulletins for accurate information.

MUMBAI . The transport commissioner’s 
office on Sunday warned stringent action 
against GPS manufacturers against whom 
there were complaints of recently accepting 
money to upgrade the old speed limitation 
device codes in transport vehicles, 
especially for the city’s school buses.In 
2018, the Supreme Court mandated that 
commercial vehicles, including school 
buses, must have speed governors with 
standardised 16 alphanumeric digit codes. 
Regional Transport Office (RTO) 
authorities received instructions to 
digitalise and maintain records of the 
unique 16-digit speed governor details for 
all registered vehicles.

A group of transporters recently visited the 
transport commissioner's office to report 
harassment and monetary demands for 
upgrading their old 5-digit coded speed 
governors to 16-digit systems.

“GPS device manufacturers are requesting 
substantial amounts for implementing 16-
digit governors.,” said a bus operator from 
Mumbai.RTO officers refuse fitness 
clearances to vehicles during periodic 
inspections unless they possess the 16-digit 
governor number.

According to an official from transport 
commissioner's office, the Ministry of 
Road Transport and Highways has 
instructed manufacturers to modify all 
codes to 16 digits without charging fees. 
“Any demand for money or harassment, 
transporters or bus operators can approach 
and complain to transport commissioner," 
the officer added.

Bull on the roof! UP village 
stunned as angry bull 
chases man upstairs

In Chandigarh, former Army 
chief  Gen VP Malik releases 
book on Kashmir insurgency of  
1989-90

GPS manufacturers cannot 
accept money to upgrade 
speed limiting device code: 
Transport department

The award-winning 
tableau highlighted the 
400-year-old 
traditional art form 
from Etikoppaka, 
earning widespread 
appreciation and social The ruling’s 

ambiguity has 
raised questions 
about its impact on 
local students.

The authorities informed us 
that only first-year students 
will shift temporarily to the 
Idupulapaya campus due to 
accommodation issues.

Reddy set a six-
month deadline for its 
completion, instructing the 
chief  engineer and construction 

The jeep was driven by 
Vishnu, a resident of 
Kallambalam, and a 

SCR to boost security on trains 
after attempted rape incident

According to official data, Chennai consumes around 13 lakh litres of  Aavin milk daily, with 5.5 to 6 
lakh litres distributed through milk cards, benefiting roughly 10 lakh residents.

Yoga awareness activities are being conducted at an unprecedented scale across all 
districts, including in schools, colleges, community centres, and public spaces.

Meri Saheli teams have been instructed to 
patrol MMTS trains and conduct thorough 

analyses of security vulnerabilities 
affecting female passengers.

Baghpat.  In a shocking and rare incident, a 
stray bull in Bali village of Baghpat district 
in Uttar Pradesh climbed onto the roof of a 
house while chasing a young man named 
Neeraj. The dramatic moment was caught 
on camera and the video went viral on social 
media.The incident took place on Saturday, 
when Neeraj tried to separate two bulls that 
were fighting in the village. One of the bulls 
got furious and started chasing him. 

In an attempt to save his life, Neeraj ran 
towards a nearby house and climbed up to 
its roof. However, to everyone’s surprise, 
the angry bull did not stop there, it also 
climbed the stairs and reached the roof, 
continuing to chase Neeraj.

Realizing the danger, Neeraj didn’t waste a 
second and jumped off the roof to escape the 
bull’s attack. The bull stood on the roof, 
roaring and stamping, creating fear among 
the villagers. Seeing this unexpected scene, 
villagers quickly gathered and started 
efforts to bring the bull down using sticks 
and ropes.After a lot of struggle, the bull 
was finally caught and safely brought down 
from the roof. Luckily, Neeraj was not 
seriously injured in the incident. Villagers 
said that stray bulls have been causing 
problems in Baghpat and nearby rural 
regions for a long time.

Delivery partners outline 
labour rights violations in 
Hyderabad onally, delivery partners say they are 

subjected to arbitrary fines, ratings-based 
penalties, and account suspensions, often 
without transparency or recourse.The 
workers alleged that the operational 
expenses, including fuel, mobile data, and 
vehicle maintenance, are borne entirely by 
the workers, adding to their financial 
burden. The union further raised concerns 
about the classification of delivery 
personnel as “partners” rather than 
employees, effectively denying them rights 
to collective bargaining and coverage under 
labour laws.

NRI coastal police have arrested the 
25-year-old accused, identified as 
Sujit Das, for allegedly sexually 

assaulting the child.

In addition to Karimnagar, two other 
railway stations in Telangana — 

Begumpet and Warangal — will also 
be inaugurated on the same day.

Z Zooms in on 

the long-

standing debate 

over whether 

commerical 

activities 

should be 

allowed or not 

at Girinagar 

Housing Colony

Ten amendment Acts came into force on April 11 after the Supreme Court, in its April 8 verdict, granted deemed 
assent to bills delayed by Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi.

Chandigarh. A book on Kashmir insurgency 
by retired Colonel Yoginder Kandhari was 
released Saturday at the Chandigarh Press 
Club.Former Army chief General V P Malik 
released the book at the event that was 
attended by several veterans and academics.

The book, ‘Unmasking the Kashmir 
Insurgency: Deconstructing the State 
Response -Revisiting 1989-90’, consists of 
chapters of the Colonel’s first-hand 
experiences and also of counter-insurgency 
operations in Kashmir obtained through RTI 
and exclusive interviews.

Through the book, the author provided a 
picture of the state’s paralysis, institutional 
failures, intelligence lapses, and the moral 
vacuum that accompanied the mass 
displacement of Kashmiri Pandits.

Speaking at the event, Col. Kandhari said, “I 
did not write the book as a scholar looking at 
the situation from the outside. I wrote it as 
someone who lived through the events, who 
wore the uniform, and who still carries the 
memories and questions that never found 
answers.”

Burn victim flown in by air 
ambulance critical in 
Kerala

vided the best treatment following 
the direction of Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and the 
subsequent intervention of 
NORKA-Roots.

Health Minister Veena George 
reviewed the progress in her 
condition and gave necessary 
direction to the hospital  
superintendent. 

A medical board will be formed to 
coordinate the treatment of Mini, 
who is currently being provided 
ventilator support. Though Mini 
was admitted to Penang General 
Hospital in Malaysia on May 7 
after she suffered burns, her 
employer did not inform her 
relatives.

Minister AK Saseendran stated that the opposition and few media outlets 
were quick to blame the government without checking the facts.

Reporter Shainu Mohan and lensman B P Deepu visit Valiya Veli near Thumba, where shipwreck 
debris has heightened the woes of the coastal community

This milestone marks the completion of a transformative infrastructure project that spans 701 kilometres, 
connecting 24 districts across Vidarbha, Marathwada and North Maharashtra.

Z76-km final stretch of 
Maharashtra Samruddhi 
Mahamarg inaugurated by 
CM Fadnavis
ZProject covers 701 km, 
connecting 24 districts across 
Vidarbha, Marathwada, 
North Maharashtra
ZIncludes 5 double tunnels, 
with Maharashtra’s longest 
8-km tunnel at Igatpuri

Native to the unique teri forests — locally called ‘Kuthiraimozhi teri’ and ‘Sathankulam teri’ — 
the hedgehog, known as ‘Mulleli’, is fast disappearing from these southern TN landscapes.
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