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Editorial

Steely coin
The continued dominance of the one rupee coin in India

offers lessons for policymakers eager to declare the arrival of
a cashless economy. The Reserve Bank of India’s latest annual
report shows that the one rupee coin accounts for nearly two-
fifths of all coins in circulation despite the extraordinary growth
of UPI and other digital payment platforms. This is neither
accidental nor irrational; it reflects the practical demands of
an economy where exact change remains essential for millions
of transactions as cash continues to function as the most
accessible medium of exchange. Across much of the world,
governments are withdrawing low-value coins because minting
costs exceed their face value — it takes Rs 1.11 to mint a one
rupee coin — and digital payments have reduced the need for
physical currency. Canada and the United States of America
have stopped minting the penny, several Eurozone countries
have dispensed with one and two cent coins, while Australia,
New Zealand and others have withdrawn their smallest
denominations. India presents a different, intriguing reality. A
growing digital economy coexists with a vast informal sector,
uneven internet access, patchy digital infrastructure and varied
levels of financial literacy. Cash thus remains an economic
necessity as much as a cultural preference. Physical curren­cy
carries familiarity, certainty and universal ac­ceptance in ways
that digital systems do not. The continued popularity of cash
has wider economic consequences. Currency imposes costs
through printing, minting, transportation and security, while
large cash transactions reduce transparency and slow down
the formalisation of economic activity. At the same time, cash
provides resilience during network failures, protects economic
participation where digital access is limited and supports
livelihoods in sectors that remain outside the reach of formal
finance. The objective, therefore, should not be the premature
retreat of cash. It should be the steady removal of the barriers
that make cash indispensable. Reliable digital infrastructure,
affordable smartphones, universal internet connectivity,
stronger cybersecurity, financial literacy and broader.

 digital inclusion must become public priorities. The
popularity of the one rupee coin demonstrates that the
transition to a digital economy depends less on technology
and more on equal access to it. India should retain its smallest
denomination for as long as public demand justifies it while
ensuring that future dependence on cash declines because
digital alternatives become genuinely accessible, trusted and
efficient for every citizen.

More than just a film: Don’t let ‘Satluj’
rewrite the history of Punjab’s terror years

Let me begin by saying
that this article criticising
Satluj will not change the fact
that the release on Zee5 OTT
and then the tactical
withdrawal will make the
movie even more appealing
and serve the purpose of the
makers in narrative building.
But truth must be told with
conviction and boldly, and
must not look for popular
validation. If the people who
fought the violent Khalistan
1.0 movement had not stood
up despite the fear of bullets,
Bharat would have suffered a
mortal blow. The fight for
Punjab was a fight for Bharat.

If Indira Gandhi had not
decided to correct the wrong
she had committed by raising
a character l ike
Bhindranwale, she would
have lived longer. Manish
Tewari’s father would not
have died from Khalistani
bullets, Beant Singh would not
have been blown to death,
and KPS Gill could have lived
a happy retired life. RSS
would not have lost scores of
its swayamsevaks to terrorist
bullets.

Eighteen hundred
policemen would not have
lost their lives, nor would
their families have been
destroyed. When the nation
demands sacrifice, patriots

come forward expecting no
rewards, nor name or fame.
Thousands of Hindus lost
their lives just because they
were Hindus before KPS Gill
took up the challenge and
breathed new life into the
Punjab Police. Thousands of
Sikhs would not have died
because they refused to call
a wrong right.

It was a period when
judges avoided terrorist
cases and let terrorists be
released despite
overwhelming evidence,
fearing for their lives. No
human rights ‘activists’ were
visible until KPS Gill brought
the curtains down on
terrorism. As soon as the
terrorists were silenced, the
human rights industry
crawled out of the woodwork
to target the very police force
that had saved them. The
man who saved Punjab, KPS
Gill, wrote to the Prime
Minister: “What is to be said
about judges who failed to
consider overwhelming
evidence of the most heinous
crimes? Even in cases as fully
documented as Operation
Black Thunder, where the
entire action was carried out
in full view of the media, not
a single conviction was
pronounced?”

Jaswant Singh Khalra was
a foot soldier of the
Khalistanis and Bhindranwale,
as many of his photographs
and pronouncements on video
clearly establish. He too
morphed into a human rights
activist during this period.

Such was the atmosphere
that the brave SSP A.S.
Sandhu committed suicide
because he preferred to die
rather than be humiliated for
doing his duty as mandated
by the state. KPS Gill wrote
in an essay, available on the
SATP portal: “Few today
understand the significance
of what happened in Tarn
Taran. Had we lost control
over the district, Punjab’s
secession would have
become an inevitability. Had
we lost Punjab, Kashmir
would certainly have
followed. And once this
process of fission began,
every linguistic, ethnic and
cultural group would have
raised the standard of revolt.

Pakistan would have been
celebrating this 50th year of
its independence through the
realisation of its dream of a
balkanised India. We are not
far from the edge of the
abyss.” It is nobody’s case
that there were no police
excesses. But when you are
facing the dismemberment of
the nation by unscrupulous
terrorists who kill innocents,
target police families, rape
women, extort money,
accumulate arms, and have
no morality or religious
ethics, what is a government
supposed to do? What was
the state supposed to do
when people were pulled out
of buses, lined up for being
Hindus, and killed in cold
blood? What is the state
supposed to do when
Bhindranwale openly
challenges the government
that he will kill 5,000 Hindus
in a single day? Can we
equate the state’s counter-
violence with terrorist violence
that made the state take a

firm stance after looking on
helplessly for years? My
simple question to political
leaders, including today’s
Congress, is: what would they
do today if an insurgent group
started killing people again as

the Khalistanis did during the
Khalistan 1.0 days?

I was a witness to the rise
and decimation of the
separatist violent movement,
as I used to visit Punjab every
two to three months and stay
there for 10-15 days during
that period, travelling across
nearly all of Punjab, including
the worst-affected areas. I
have my ancestral village
home, where I used to stay
at night hoping that there
would be no terrorist knock
on the door, ride buses where
some Hindus had been shot
two days earlier, and travel
on trains where all the Hindus
aboard had been gunned
down three days before. I

have done deep research for
my book Conflict Resolution:
The RSS Way, in which
Punjab features as one of the
three conflict zones, the other
two being Jammu & Kashmir
and the North-East Region.

I quote from my book,
Conflict Resolution: The RSS
Way: “In their dispatch from
Punjab, Inderjit Badhwar and
Prabhu Chawla in India Today
described the grim situation
that cements the
observations made by KPS
Gill in his essay. They note,
‘On the surface, life in the
state appears to move
normally—if the markets,
offices and daytime traffic
are any indication.

The funeral procession of an innocent man
who lost his life in a lion attack in Girnar begins

Nadiad
A child was killed in a lion

attack on Girnar mountain, a
famous pilgrimage site in
Junagadh, yesterday. A 12-
year-old innocent child, Mayur
Singh, of a pilgrim family who
had come from Modaj village
in Mehmadabad, Kheda on a

pilgrimage to Girnar, was
suddenly attacked by a lion
and dragged into the forest.
Shortly after this incident, only
the remains of the child were
found in the forest, which has
devastated the family. Due to
this sad incident, a feeling of
great grief has spread in
Modaj village and the entire
parish has gone into
mourning. The family
members wept heavily as soon
as the body reached the
village. The village of Modaj
has been immersed in an
atmosphere of great mourning
and sadness since this
morning. After the incident of
this lion attack on Girnar
mountain, the body of innocent
Mayur Singh was brought to his
native Modaj early in the
morning. As soon as the body
reached the village, there was
a lot of weeping among the
family members and villagers.
The family has collapsed after
the death of one of their sons.
The family who had gone on

the journey had no idea that
their happy journey would turn
into such a big tragedy. After
all the preparations were
completed in the village, the
last rites of the innocent child
were performed soon after, in
which a large number of people
participated. Mehmadaabad
MLA reaches the house of the
deceased child As soon as the
incident was reported, former
minister and Mehmadaabad
MLA Arjun Singh Chauhan
immediately reached the house
of the deceased child in Modaj
village. He participated in the
cremation procession, visited
the bereaved family and
consoled the family members
in this hour of unbearable.
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