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Civic poll verdict is seal of approval for
BJP’s work under PM Modi: Rajasthan CM

After Yamuna Water pact, Kishau Project to
strengthen water security in Shekhawati

Jaipur, Aiming at pushing
the long-pending water
projects in North India, an
MoU for the Kishau
Multipurpose Project was
signed on Tuesday in New
Delhi among six participating
states at a meeting chaired by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah.

Chief Minister Bhajanlal
Sharma, along with the Chief
Ministers of the other
participating states, signed the
MoU in the presence of Union
Minister for Jal Shakti, C.R.
Patil.The Kishau project is
expected to play an important
role in addressing the water
requirements of Rajasthan’s
water-scarce Shekhawati
region, particularly Sikar,
Churu and Jhunjhunu. The
Kishau Multipurpose Project is
proposed on the Tons River, a
major tributary of the Yamuna,
along the border of
Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh.

With an estimated cost of
approximately Rs 15,000
crore, the project will generate
660 MW of hydroelectric
power and benefit Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana.

Under the revised
arrangement, a portion of
Himachal Pradesh’s allocated
water share will be made
available to Rajasthan and
Delhi.

In return, the states
concerned will contribute
towards the cost of the power
component associated with
Himachal Pradesh. The
Central Government will
provide 90 per cent of the cost
of the water component as
assistance, while the
participating states will
contribute the remaining 10
per cent. The Government of
India has included the Kishau
Dam Project in the list of
National Projects.

Construction, operation
and maintenance of the
project will be undertaken by
Kishau Corporation Limited,
with monitoring carried out
under the established
framework for the Upper
Yamuna Basin.

Under the project, 124
million cubic metres (MCM) of
water allocated to Rajasthan
from the Kishau Dam is
proposed to be conveyed to
Churu through Haryana’s
Hansi-Butana system using

three underground pipeline
systems. This water will help
meet the drinking water and
other requirements of Sikar,
Churu, Jhunjhunu and
surrounding areas.

The project is expected to
provide a major boost to the
region’s long-term water
security and create new
opportunities for
development. Regular and
adequate water availability
will not only improve access
to drinking water but also
support irrigation and
contribute to improvements in
the region’s social,
educational, economic and
health indicators.

The Kishau project will
further strengthen the state
government’s ongoing efforts
to secure water for the
Shekhawati region.

Under the Yamuna Water
Agreement, consensus has
been reached among the
states concerned to prepare
a joint Detailed Project Report
(DPR) for bringing water to
Rajasthan through
underground pipelines to meet
the drinking water
requirements of Sikar, Churu,
Jhunjhunu and other areas.

The revised Kishau MoU
will provide further strength to
this water-supply system. The
water made available through
the project will be utilised for
drinking, irrigation and other
beneficial purposes.

The revised agreement
places special emphasis on
Rajasthan’s interests. Under
the arrangement, 95 per cent
of the relevant water share
will be made available to Delhi
and Rajasthan, while Himachal
Pradesh will retain 5 per cent
for local use.

Of the 95 per cent share,
the allocation between Delhi
and Rajasthan will be in the
ratio of 75:25.

The agreement is expected
to provide Rajasthan with a
stronger foundation for
addressing the water

requirements of its water-
deficient regions. The Kishau
project is being viewed as an
important component of the
broader development strategy
for Shekhawati. Along with
water security, the state
government is focussing on
connectivity, tourism, heritage
conservation and air
connectivity in the region. The
Yamuna Water Agreement,
efforts to preserve historic
havelis and Shekhawati’s rich
cultural heritage, expressway
and highway projects, and
proposed air connectivity
initiatives in Sikar and
Jhunjhunu are expected to
collectively accelerate regional
development.

Improved water
availability, combined with
better road and air
connectivity, tourism and
heritage conservation, will
create new opportunities for
employment, investment and
economic growth.

The integrated
development of the region is
also expected to provide
greater opportunities for the
youth of Shekhawati within
their own region.

The state government is
implementing several
initiatives aimed at
strengthening water security
in Rajasthan, including the
Ramjal Setu Link Project, with
the objective of ensuring
drinking and irrigation water
availability across the state.

Under the Yamuna Water
Agreement signed by five
states in 1994, Rajasthan was
allocated 1,917 cusecs,
equivalent to 577 MCM, from
the Tajewala Head during the
monsoon season. However,
due to the absence of the
required water-conveyance
infrastructure, Rajasthan
could not receive its allocated
share for the past 32 years.

The Kishau project and the
associated water
infrastructure are expected to
provide fresh momentum to
Rajasthan’s efforts to secure
and utilise its allocated water
resources. The state
government has emphasised
that the coordinated
implementation of these
projects will strengthen water
security and lay the foundation
for sustainable development
and improved quality of life
across Shekhawati and other
water-scarce regions of
Rajasthan.

New Delhi, Following the
BJP's victory in the Rajasthan
Urban Local Body elections,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma on
Tuesday said the results
reflected the people's
approval of the work carried
out in the state over the past
two-and-a-half years under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Speaking to reporters,
Sharma said, "Certainly,
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
work accomplished in
Rajasthan over the past two-
and-a-half years has received
the seal of approval from the
people of Rajasthan."

He said the Centre's
contributions to the state
through various initiatives had
helped deliver the results.

"Beyond the water
projects, through initiatives
like 'Rising Rajasthan',
whether concerning the Jaipur
Metro or tourism
development, the continuous
contributions bestowed upon

Rajasthan by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have delivered
these results," he said.

Sharma also claimed that
his government had already
fulfilled 78 per cent of the
promises made in its election
manifesto within two-and-a-
half years.

"I want to thank the youth
and the people of Rajasthan
for this win. They have worked
to promote the vision of Prime
Minister Modi. I want to thank
everyone through your
medium," he said.

Meanwhile, the ruling BJP
emerged ahead of the
Congress in Rajasthan's Urban
Local Body elections on
Monday, winning 4,179 wards
against the Opposition party's
3,613 wards. The BJP also

secured clear majorities in
four of the state's 10
municipal corporations.

The Congress secured a
majority in the Bikaner
Municipal Corporation and
registered a major victory in
the Jhalawar Municipal
Council, considered a
stronghold of former Chief
Minister Vasundhara Raje.

Independents also
emerged as a significant
force, winning 2,273 wards.
They dominated the verdict in
the Bharatpur Municipal
Corporation. Bharatpur gave
one of the most striking
verdicts of the elections as
Independents won 36 of the
65 wards, while BJP managed
20 and Congress seven. BSP
and RLP won one ward each.

The result assumed
political significance as
Bharatpur is the hometown of
Chief Minister Sharma. As the
numbers streamed in,
Sharma termed the victory to
people's faith in the BJP, and
central leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Youth have immense role in achieving targets for
Viksit Bharat-2047, says Manipur Governor

Imphal,  Highlighting
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Viksit Bharat-2047
vision, Manipur Governor Ajay
Kumar Bhalla on Tuesday said
the younger generation has an
immense role to play in
achieving the target of a
developed nation and urged
everyone to contribute in their
respective fields. Gracing the
presentation ceremony of the
Governor’s Award, 2026 and

Rajkumari Sanatombi Devi
Awards, 2026, the Governor
said that Viksit Bharat-2047 as
well as Viksit Manipur-2047
are priorities of the
government, and these goals
could be achieved successfully

only with the wholehearted
participation of people in
general and youths in
particular. Addressing the
award ceremony, he
congratulated all the
awardees for their outstanding
achievements, dedication and
hard work. The Governor said
that awards not only recognise
achievements but also
encourage others to strive for
excellence. Bhalla recalled

that the Governor’s Award,
instituted in 1998, recognises
excellence in academics and
co-curricular activities among
students of Rajkumari
Sanatombi Devi Vidyalaya. He
also noted that the Rajkumari
Sanatombi Devi Awards,
instituted in 1983, recognise
excellence in teaching, teacher
education, nursing, sports,
social work, the differently
abled category.

Karnataka
Cong chief
calls Umar

Khalid
‘nationalist’;
BJP hits back

Bengaluru, Karnataka
Congress Chief B.K.
Hariprasad on Tuesday called
imprisoned activist Umar
Khalid a "nationalist" and
criticised the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) for
opposing a proposed
documentary screening of the
student activist at the National
Law School of India University
(NLSIU) in Bengaluru.

"Umar Khalid is a
nationalist. And ABVP has no
right to speak about Umar
Khalid because ABVP adores
Nathuram Godse, who is anti-
national; the first terrorist of
the country. They have no
moral right or moral ethics to
speak about Umar Khalid,"
Hariprasad told reporters.

These remarks came as
the ABVP in Bengaluru
demanded to cancel a
proposed campus screening of
filmmaker Lalit Vachani's
documentary on imprisoned
activist Umar Khalid, titled
'Prisoner No. 626710 is
Present'.

The documentary was
scheduled to be screened at
NLSIU on September 14 by the
Law and Society Committee
(Law Soc), a student
organisation at the university.

However, the NLSIU said
that the event was
rescheduled due to "logistical"
and "security considerations".

The event was being
organised in solidarity with
Umar Khalid and was marking
six years since his
imprisonment without trial
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) in
connection with the 2020 Delhi
riots. The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) hit out at the
Karnataka Congress
President's remark, calling it
"deeply condemnable", while
also recalling the time when
the Congress gave "warm
reception" to Kashmiri
separatist leader Yasin Malik.

Speaking to the reporters,
BJP MP Sambit Patra said,
"Today, the kind of statement
made by Karnataka Congress
President B. K. Hariprasad is
deeply condemnable. In the
context of ABVP opposing a
documentary screening on
Umar Khalid at the National
Law School of India University,
B.K. Hariprasad referred to
Umar Khalid as a nationalist.
B.K. Hariprasad claimed that
Umar Khalid is a nationalist
while raising questions over
the credentials of the ABVP."

"Just think about it: this is
the same Umar Khalid. During
the Citizenship Amendment
Act protests in February 2020,
so many people were killed in
Delhi. A case was filed under
the UAPA. The matter was
heard across multiple courts;
even in February 2026, just a
few months ago, the Supreme
Court rejected Umar Khalid's
bail plea. Look at the sympathy
the Congress party harbours
for that very Umar Khalid --
they are call ing him a
nationalist!" Patra added.

The BJP MP also lashed out
at the Congress over its
meetings with Yasin Malik and
said that the party has reduced
itself to "appeasement".
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