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Pakistan rejected her, Bharat is covering her up: Why
are we afraid of ‘Dancing Girl’?

Hangor’s price: What Pakistan’s submarines
cost in human terms

In fiscal year 2024, the
World Bank estimated that
Pakistan’s poverty rate had
reached 40.5 per cent —
measured at $3.65 per person
per day in 2017 purchasing
power parity terms — with an
additional 2.6 mill ion
Pakistanis falling below the
poverty line. In the same
period, Pakistan was
advancing the induction of its
first advanced submarine
class, at a programme cost its
government has never publicly
disclosed but which
independent analysts
consistently estimate at $4 to
$5 billion for all eight vessels.

The coexistence of mass
poverty and major weapons
acquisition is not unique to
Pakistan. But the scale of the
contradiction — and the
political silence that surrounds
it — is worth examining
directly.

The contrast becomes
sharper when the submarine
programme is viewed in
comparative fiscal terms
rather than as an abstract
procurement figure. Even
using the lower end of the
estimated programme cost —
approximately $4 billion — the
amount corresponds to a

Historian Upinder Singh
makes a striking observation
in her book, Ancient India: “If
the second-century BCE
Chanda Yakshi were magically
transported from Bharhut to
21st-century Delhi and
brought to life, she would
smile in disbelief. She would
also be told to cover up.”

That fate has finally caught
up with Mohenjo-daro’s iconic
“Dancing Girl”. In a recent
Class IX NCERT textbook, the
bronze figurine’s nude torso
was digitally covered up.
Following criticism, the
original image was restored.
Curiously, the Class VI
textbook continues to carry the
uncensored image.
Apparently, NCERT believes
14-year-olds are more
vulnerable to moral corruption
than 11-year-olds. The
episode is more than a
bureaucratic blunder. It
reveals something deeper:
how colonial assumptions,
Victorian morality and Islamist
sensibilities continue to shape
how Indians view their own
civilisation. The first problem
begins with the name itself:
“Dancing Girl”. Why “dancing”?
Just because she appears to
be dancing? Or, is it because
she is nude? If posture alone
is the criterion, countless
Yakshis adorning temples and
viharas across the country
would qualify as “dancing
girls”. The iconic figurine was
discovered by British
archaeologist Ernest Mackay
during excavations at the
ancient Indus Valley site of
Mohenjo-daro, in present-day
Sindh, Pakistan, in 1926. It
was, however, John Marshall
who called it the “Dancing Girl”,
as it gave “a vivid impression
of the young aboriginal nautch
girl” in a “half-impudent
posture”. No evidence was
found, or indeed given, to
support the claim. The
interpretation rests entirely on
the conjecture of the British
archaeologist whose Victorian
sensibilities refused to see a
nude woman as anything
other than a “dancing girl”.
And, like good subjects of a
colony, we accepted it as
gospel truth. Even a century
later, Marshall’s conjecture
survives as accepted fact.

Just imagine: had literary
traditions not survived, many
Yakshis found on numerous
ancient Hindu and Jain temples
and Buddhist viharas too might
have been reduced to “nautch
girls” by modern interpreters.
Imagine, further, that human
civilisation as we know it today
ceases to exist almost instantly
without any trace of literature
and, 2,000 years from now,
extraterrestrials excavate sites
across the subcontinent. They
would find countless statues of
a man in well-tailored Western
attire holding a book, pointing
a finger in a particular direction.
They might conclude that he
belonged to the ruling elite or
an upper caste. The man, of
course, turns out to be Dr BR
Ambedkar. Absurd? Certainly.
But not entirely different from
the logic used to label a 4,500-
year-old Harappan figurine a
“Dancing Girl”. The second
lesson is even more revealing.

The “Dancing Girl”
embodies the fundamental
difference between Bharat and
Pakistan. It is a compelling
symbol illustrating why Bharat
remains a liberal democracy
rooted in dharma, while
Pakistan became a den of
global jihad with the aspiration
of becoming a citadel of
political Islam.

History is instructive. When
Pakistan emerged from a
combination of Islamist fervour,
British treachery and the
Congress leadership’s rush for
power and privilege, its
leadership laid claim to the
Harappan civilisation. After all,
most Indus Valley sites
excavated till then lay within
Pakistan’s borders, making
them the rightful custodians of
the Harappan legacy. Bharat
refused, and a compromise
was reached whereby
Harappan artefacts were
equally divided between the
two nations. Pakistan was
given the option of choosing
either the famous “Priest King”
or the iconic “Dancing Girl”.

 Pakistan reportedly chose
the “Priest King”. The reason
was simple. While the newly-

carved Islamic nation was
uncomfortable claiming a
nude female figure as a
national symbol, the narrative
around the “Priest King” suited

the sensibilities of Pakistan,
which was to be dominated by
priests (ulema) and kings (the
military). Anyway, the
Pakistani claim over Harappa

was, and has always been,
bogus. A country that finds its
civilisational anchor not in
Harappa but in Islam and has
no problem officially.

substantial share of Pakistan’s
annual federal development
spending in recent years and
exceeds the annual public
expenditure of several social
sectors combined. The issue
is not whether states should
maintain armed forces; every
state does. The question is
whether procurement choices
are occurring within a
transparent framework that
allows citizens to evaluate
opportunity costs.

Pakistan’s Hangor-class
acquisition is designed as a
long-horizon strategic
investment rather than a one-
time purchase. Eight
submarines are planned, with
construction divided between
Chinese shipyards and
domestic production facilities.
The first vessel entered
service in 2026, and the
programme is expected to
continue over several years,
extending both capital

expenditure and life-cycle
maintenance obligations
beyond the initial acquisition
phase. Estimates from
defence analysts continue to
place total programme costs
in the range of $4-5 billion.
This means that the economic
implications of the decision
cannot be understood purely
through annual budget
documents. Pakistan ranks
109th out of 127 countries in
the 2024 Global Hunger Index.
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