
Heat stress cuts garment factory
output byup to 10%:Report
shine jacob
Chennai, 9 June

Rising temperatures and humidity
are affecting workers’ health and
disruptingproductivity asmuchas
10 per cent in garment factories
supplying apparels to brands like
Primark, D-Mart, Target, Marks &
Spencer, Tesco, Tommy Hilfiger,
andNEXT,accordingtoareport re-
leased on Tuesday by the NYU
Stern Center for Business and
HumanRights.
The report, “Too Hot to Ignore:

Extreme Heat in Garment Supply
Chains”, isbasedonvisits to10gar-
ment factories across Tamil Nadu,
Haryana, Odisha, Maharashtra,
andKarnataka in September 2025.
The findings come after the In-

ternational Labour Organization
(ILO) stated that 70 per cent of the
globalworkingpopulation, 2.41bil-

lion workers, are likely to be ex-
posed to extreme heat every year.
This leadsto23millionnon-fatal in-
juries and 19,000deathsannually.
India is theworld’s sixth-largest

garment exporter. The report esti-
mates that heat-related expenses
are costing workers ~500-1,000 a
month,amajorportionof theaver-

age monthly wage of ~11,500-
18,000. Suppliers said they would
be willing to invest more in heat-
mitigation measures if brands
requiredsuchsteps,providedtech-
nical support, or shared the costs.
It said that brands recognise the

risk but lack the data tomanage it.
While 94.1 per cent of surveyed ap-
parel and footwear brands said ex-
treme heat poses a moderate or
significant risk to production, only
35.3 per cent require suppliers to
measure temperature or humidity
inside production areas, and none
collect suchdatacontinuously.
“Managers across the nine

operating factories visited re-
ported productivity reductions of
approximately 3 per cent to 10 per
cent andabsenteeism increases of
approximately 2 per cent to
5 per cent during peak summer
months,” it said.
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The ~6,800 crore Zojila tunnel, Asia’s longest tunnel connecting theKashmir Valley to Ladakh,
achieved a significant breakthrough onTuesday,with a blast breaking through the last 2.5
metres of the 13-kmhigh-altitude infrastructure project that cuts through theHimalayas.
Expected to open in 2028, the tunnelwill provide year-round, all-weather connectivity to
Ladakh, reducing the travel time from 1-1.5 hours to 15minutes photo: pti

~6,800 CRORE ZOJILA TUNNEL PROJECT IN J&K ACHIEVES A BREAKTHROUGH

Feeling the heat
43-45°C indoor temperatures
recorded in some factory units

2-5% higher absenteeism
reported during peak summer
months

~500-1,000 a month lost by
workers to heat-related costs

94.1% brands flagged heat as a
production risk, but only 35.3%
require workplace monitoring
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Drugmaker
Naprod seeks
1-timeprice hike

sohini das
Mumbai, 9 June

Oncology drug manufacturer Naprod
Life Sciences has sought a revision in
the ceiling prices of chemotherapy
drugs cisplatin and carboplatin.
According to the company, soaring

platinumprices, higher import duties
and regulatory hurdles have made
production financially unsus-
tainable, contributing to a
growing shortage of the
medicines across India.
The development

comes as several hospi-
tals and cancer centres
have reported diffi-
culties procuring
supplies of cisplatin
and carboplatin, two
of the most widely
used chemotherapy
drugs for the treat-
ment of ovarian, cervi-
cal, lung, head and
neck, bladder and tes-
ticular cancers.
The shortage has

raised concerns over
potential disruptions
to treatment schedules
for cancer patients, as
the drugs remain a
backbone of many
curative and palliative
treatment regimens.
“The shortage of cis-

platin and carboplatin is primarily
driven by a steep increase in platinum
prices,” saidMohan Jain, director, Na-
prod Life Sciences. According to the
company, platinum prices have risen
from around ~2,000 per gram in June
2025 to nearly ~5,000 per gram cur-
rently, representing the sharpest in-
crease seen in more than 15 years.
Jain said the shortage began

around mid-2025 and has persisted
since then. While recent geopolitical

disruptions in West Asia have added
pressure to global supply chains, the
underlying problem stems from the
sharp rise in platinumprices and chal-
lenges associated with importing the
rawmaterial required tomanufacture
the drugs.
According to the company, plati-

num-based raw material is largely im-
ported and requires a special

governmentpermit, aprocess that
currently takes three to
four months. At the same
time, cisplatin and carbo-
platin are subject to price
controls under the Na-
tional Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority
(NPPA), limitingmanu-
facturers’ ability topass
on rising input costs.
“The raw material

cost is often close to
the selling price of the
finishedproduct,” Jain
said, adding that this
has made production
increasingly difficult
for manufacturers.
The company also

cited an increase in
platinum import duty
to 15.4 per cent from
6.4 per cent earlier, as
well as the depreci-
ation of the rupee
against the US dollar,

as factors worsening pro-
duction economics.
Naprod said it has approached the

NPPA seeking a revision in the ceiling
prices of the drugs and urged the
government to streamline import
approvals and review duties on plati-
num imports.
Industry executives said supplies

could remain tight until raw material
costs stabilise, import clearances be-
come faster and production econ-
omics improve.

CANCER DRUG SHORTAGE

Bottlenecks
Platinum prices haven
surged from ~2,000/g
to nearly ₹5,000/g in
a year
Platinum import dutyn
has risen to 15.4%
from 6.4%
Raw material importsn
require permits that
take 3-4 months
NPPA price caps limitn
manufacturers’ ability
to pass on costs

Says higher import duties, regulatory hurdles
havemade chemo drugs’ production unviable

Constitution doesn’t permit
govt todirect judiciary:Meghwal
Union Law and Justice Min-
ister Arjun Ram Meghwal on
Tuesday asserted that the
Constitution does not permit
thegovernmenttodirector in-
terfere in the judiciary’s func-
tioning. Responding to a
question on whether the gov-
ernment intended to review
oral observations made by
members of the higher judici-

arythat ledtotheformationof
the “Cockroach Janata Party”,
Meghwal said: “Under Article
50,thesethreewings(thelegis-
lature,executiveandjudiciary)
function separately and inde-
pendently. The judiciary is an
independentwing and the in-
dependence of the judiciary is
a core aspect of the Constitu-
tion,”he said. bs reporter
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