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Textbooks may be split up
chapter-wise. Schools having
the required f inancial
resources could provide
locker facility for students as
in western countries. The
methods to reduce the
weight of school bags
students are many, but
nobody bothers to do
anything about it. The
splitting up of text books and
notebooks is a good step, but
the school authorities will ask
the students to bring all the
portions of the split-up books
to the schools. So, this may
not help the children. Strict

compliance orders should be
passed to regulate the load
of the school bags so as to
minimise this to less than one
kg. The schools should give
snacks and food to the
students from the school and
collect the expense from the
parents. They should ensure
space for keeping the books
in the classes and also
provide healthy food and pure
drinking water so that
children need not carry water
bottles and lunch boxes.

Most schools have eight to
nine periods. This way less
number of books have to be
carried daily. Part of the
homework should be done in
the class. Children up to Class
IV should not be given
homework and their
textbooks could be left in
school. It should be
mandatory for schools to
admit students living not
more than 5 km from the
schools. This will reduce the
travel time and allow students
to reach home early. We
should make the schoolbags
as light as possible so that
children do not succumb to
spinal ailments. Textbooks,
notebooks and homework
assignments may be given
during weekends for parents
to see what has been taught.

Then, term-wise one book/
notebook for all subjects
could be used. This heavy
books or file could be left in
the classroom. Similarly, craft
kit, drawing, painting
accessories, pencil boxes
need not be carried to and fro
every day. These suggestions
to lighten the burden of
schoolchildren would be
feasible if our classrooms
have infrastructure such as
cupboards and shelves.

Schoolchildren are forced
to carry heavy textbooks,
notebooks and other
accessories to school
everyday. It  has been
suggested that the textbooks
be split up term-wise as a
measure to ease the burden.
Term-wise spli tt ing of
textbooks may not be
feasible. So, it would be
better to find other solutions.
The school authorities should
stipulate certain norms to be
fol lowed by students
regularly: students should
bring books and other
materials to school strictly in
accordance with each day's
timetable. Textbooks along
with notebooks need be
carried for language study
only since it involves reading
experience and other
practical exercises to be done

in the classroom. In the case
of core subjects such as
social science, general
science and mathematics,
notebooks alone need be
brought as the learning
process is held mainly on the
basis of interaction between
teacher and students by way
of discussion or other
techniques as planned by the
teacher on specific portions
of the syllabus. Textbooks of
these subjects can be kept at
homes for doing assignments
or practical work. These
days, children hardly get time
to play. Education up to now
has been goal-oriented. What
you are learning is not
important; what is important
is the examination that you
have to take. Examinations as
part of education should be
done away with. Daily
observations made by the
teachers and their remarks
should be the basis on which
students are promoted or
detained. Don't we think, it's
time to take steps to lighten
the school bags of children.
Else it will affect their health.
Make the students bring only
language textbooks to the
class every day. If need be,
other textbooks can be
brought only once a week.
Here are a few solutions: In

schools, at present there are
seven or eight periods daily
each of 45 minutes duration.
There should be only five or
six periods with more
duration. Make the teachers
follow the timetable strictly.
Ask the students to write
notes in a rough book and
make them copy it into the
notebook on the same day. If
need be, tell them to bring the
notebook to the class once a
week. The recommendation
of the State Human Rights
Commission (SHRC) to
lighten school bags is a
welcome move. It will be
good to split the textbooks
term-wise, so that only the
relevant books need to be
carried at a time. The school
authorities should provide
desks with locks so that the
usual notes and other books
that need not be taken home
can be secured. This will help
reduce the burden of
students to an extent. Many
schools abroad follow this
system. It is time students
were made to feel
comfortable and happy about
going to school.

It is sad to watch children
lugging heavy school bags to
school. The school authorities
should keep the textbooks
and notebooks in the school.

There should be a method of
making children learn their
lessons during school hours
and carry home only the
workbooks. They can take
their textbooks or notebooks
on alternate days. This will
help reduce their burden.

Splitting the textbooks
term-wise is a positive step.
Children are drained out, as
the education system requires
students to spend around 12
to 15 hours in school. Then,
they have to go for tuitions
and study when they reach
home. School hours can be
revamped with classes getting
over by 2.30 p.m. Children
will find time to take rest, do
homework and pursue
hobbies. By adopting simple
strategies like packing smart,
using digital resources, and
promoting a balanced
curriculum, we can
significantly reduce the school
bag burden on students. This
can lead to improved health,
increased productivity, and a
more enjoyable learning
experience. Let's work
together to create a healthier
and more sustainable
education system for our
chi ldren. (B-15 Jyoti-
Kalash Society, Jodhpur
Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)

CM to inaugurate projects worth Rs. 632 crore from Pramukh Swamy Auditorium
Municipal Corporation will give gifts including roads, water

and sports complexes to the people before the elections
Rajkot, The echoes of

elections are being heard in the
state's municipalities, including
Rajkot. Currently, there is no
elected wing in the
metropolitan cities and
governance is being run by
administrators. However, since
the official code of conduct has
not been implemented yet, the
municipal administration has
invited Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel for the
inauguration and foundation
stone laying ceremony of
various development works in
Rajkot. Under which CM
Bhupendra Patel will come to
Rajkot on Saturday, March 28
and the inauguration of
projects worth Rs. 632 crore
will be done by the Chief
Minister from Pramukh Swami
Auditorium. In which the
people will get big gifts
including roads, water and
sports complexes.

CM to inaugurate and
inaugurate many works at
Pramukh Swami Auditorium
on March 28 According to the
details received, the Municipal

Corporation had sought time
last week to inaugurate and
inaugurate many major works
before the code of conduct. But
due to lack of time, now this
program of CM Bhupendra
Patel has been organized on
Saturday, March 28. This
program will be held at
Pramukh Swami Auditorium on
Rayaya Road. In this program
to be held next Saturday from
4 to 5 pm, Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel will
inaugurate projects worth Rs.
543 crore including roads,
water treatment plants and
sports complexes and Rs. 88
crore including Ghanteshwar
and Raiyadhar STP and
pumping stations. Projects
worth Rs. 632 crore will be
inaugurated and inaugurated
by the Chief Minister.

More than 100 employees
have been assigned
responsibility. As soon as th s
program of the Chief Minister
was finalized, the municipal
administration has started
preparations in full swing. In
which 24 different committees

have been formed and more
than 100 employees have been
assigned responsibility. Apart
from the corporation,
preparations have also been
started by the district collector
and police administration for
this program. Meticulous
arrangements are being made
by the high officials of all the
departments to ensure that
there is no shortage when
Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel
becomes the guest of Rajkot
next Saturday. Before the
elections, Rajkot will be gifted
with development works worth
Rs. 632 crore. The Chief
Minister, who will be the guest
of Rajkot, will inaugurate and
lay the foundation stone of
various development projects

worth a total of Rs. 632 crore.
This includes the laying of
foundations of a total of Rs.

543 crore and the laying of
foundations of Rs. 88 crore.
Most of the works to be laid

were approved in the last
meeting of the Standing
Committee that met recently.

How post-Hasina Bangladesh has
become a theatre of Islamism and

foreign interference

In the aftermath of the
August 5, 2024, upheaval—
widely described by observers
as a jihadist-backed power
shift—Bangladesh has entered
a volatile new phase. What
was once an internal political
struggle has increasingly
transformed into a complex
geopolitical contest, where
foreign powers are vying for
influence through local
intermediaries, particularly
Islamist networks.

At the heart of this contest
lies Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI),
widely regarded as an
ideological offshoot of the
Muslim Brotherhood. While JeI
continues to participate in
electoral politics, its long-term
ideological objective—
establishing a Sharia-based
state—raises serious
concerns about the direction
of Bangladesh’s political
future. Three major actors—
China, Turkey, and the United
States—have emerged as key
players in Bangladesh’s
evolving political landscape.
Despite their global rivalries,
these nations appear to share
a tactical convergence in
leveraging local actors to
expand influence.

Operating in the shadows
of this competition is
Pakistan’s powerful
intelligence agency, the Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI),
which is widely believed to be
acting as a facil itator—
simultaneously engaging with
both Washington and Beijing.
This dual alignment
underscores the fluid and
transactional nature of modern
geopolitics, where ideological
differences are often
subordinated to strategic
interests. A recent episode
involving the Chinese Embassy
in Dhaka illustrates how
humanitarian initiatives can
intersect with political
strategy. The embassy
distributed Eid al-Fitr food
packages at an event attended
by Ambassador Yao Wen and
Jamaat-e-Islami leader
Shafiqur Rahman. Officially
described as aid for “residents
in Dhaka”, the distribution
reportedly took place within
the Dhaka-15 constituency—a
political stronghold of the
Jamaat leader. Tensions
emerged when Jamaat-e-
Islami allegedly presented the
aid as originating from its own
leadership. In response, the
Chinese Embassy issued a
public clarification,
emphasising its support for
Bangladesh’s elected
government and distancing
itself from any political
misrepresentation.

However, the broader
implications are significant.
Despite the electoral victory of
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), led by Tarique
Rahman, China’s engagement
with Jamaat suggests a
strategic calculation—
prioritising long-term
ideological influence over
immediate political alignment.
This selective engagement
raises questions about
Beijing’s intentions and its
willingness to cultivate ties
with Islamist actors.

J a m a a t - e - I s l a m i ’ s
participation in elections often
creates an impression of
democratic legitimacy. Yet,
analysts argue that this
engagement is largely tactical.
The party’s foundational
objective remains the
establishment of a theocratic
system rooted in Sharia law.

Reports attributed to The
Washington Post earlier
suggested that elements
within the United States may
view Jamaat’s political rise as
strategically beneficial.
Whether intended as a
counterbalance or as part of
a broader regional policy, such
perceptions contribute to
growing unease about
external interference in
Bangladesh’s domestic affairs.

Perhaps the most alarming
development involves reports
of an alleged international
conspiracy to carve out a new
“Christian state” from parts of
Bangladesh, Myanmar, and
India. India’s premier counter-
terrorism agency, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
reportedly detained several
foreign nationals, including
American citizen Matthew
Aaron VanDyke and a group
of Ukrainian operatives—
namely Hurba Petro, Slyviak
Taras, Ivan Sukmanovskyi,
Stefankiv Marian, Honcharuk
Maksim, and Kaminskyi Viktor.

One of the detained
Ukrainian nationals is from the
Foreign Intelligence Service of
Ukraine (Sluzhba zovnishn’oyi
rozvidky Ukrayiny), while some
of the detainees are believed
to have links to the
controversial Azov Brigade,
known for its involvement in
high-risk operations.
Intelligence sources have
suggested that such
operatives possess expertise
in covert activities, including
sabotage and targeted
violence. Months before her
removal from power, former
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina issued a series
of warnings about foreign
conspiracies aimed at
undermining her government.
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