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Digit Life Insurance launches
Glow Term Life Insurance

Ahmedabad: Go Digit Life
Insurance Limited (Digit Life),
one of India's fastest growing
new-age digital life insurer,
announced it has launched its
first individual pure term life
insurance plan "Digit Glow
Term Life Insurance",
designed specifically for self-
employed Indians. To enable
seamless customer servicing
and quick onboarding of
agents, Digit Life Insurance
has also opened offices in
Ellisbridge in Ahmedabad and
Bird circle in Vadodara. With
an aim to increase financial
inclusion among self-

employed individuals, Digit
Life, through its in-house built
tech-enabled models, will use
various unique data points and
alternative credit parameters
for better financial underwriting.
As per government data, an
estimate of 56.1% people in
Gujarat are self-employed.
India has an estimate of over
300 million self-employed
individuals who typically find it
difficult to buy adequate term
life insurance cover for
themselves due to various
challenges like fluctuating
income, lack of income proofs,
among others. (20-4)

Exquisite Flavors Await at
Renaissance Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad, This
Valentine's season let
Renaissance Ahmedabad Hotel
be the backdrop to your love
story. Whether you crave a lavish
buffet, an intimate Japanese
dining experience, or a candlelit
rooftop dinner, our curated
offerings set the stage for an

evening of romance and
refinement.

A Love-Infused Feast at R-
Kitchen- Step into a world of
culinary abundance at R-Kitchen,
where a lavish buffet spread
takes center stage. With flavours
from across the world, live
cooking stations, and indulgent
desserts, this decadent dining
experience is perfect for those
who believe that love, much like
great food, should be celebrated
without limits. A Japanese Love
Affair at Kuro Al Fresco-
Delicate, Balanced and Exquisite.
The five-course set menu at
Kuro Al Fresco is a celebration
of Japanese artistry and
precision. Served in an elegant
open-air setting, each bite is an
intimate moment, transporting
you to the heart of Japan's
culinary excellence. (20-4)

US sanctions on Pakistan part of carrot and stick policy
It’s been almost two weeks

since Pakistan’s former all-
weather ally, the United States
(US), sanctioned the country’s
four entities, including the
state-run aerospace and
defence agency, for its ballistic
missile development
programme. Announcing the
measures on December 18,
US State Department
spokesperson Matthew Miller
said that the sanctions
package “targets proliferators
of weapons of mass
destruction and their means of
delivery”. According to the
State Department, the
Islamabad-based National
Development Complex (NDC)
acquired “items in furtherance
of Pakistan’s long-range
ballistic missile programme,
including special vehicle
chassis intended to be used
as launch support equipment
for ballistic missiles and
missile testing equipment”
and development of ballistic
missiles, including the
Shaheen series.

The remaining three
Karachi-based entities, Akhtar
and Sons Private Limited,
Affiliates International and
Rockside Enterprise, have
supplied equipment and
missile-applicable items to
NDC. A day later, US deputy
national security adviser Jon
Finer caused an alarm.
“Candidly, it’s hard for us to
see Pakistan’s actions as
anything other than an
emerging threat to the United
States,” he told a Carnegie
Endowment for International
Peace audience.

Highlighting Pakistan’s
“increasingly sophisticated
missile technology, from long-
range ballistic missile systems
to equipment that would
enable the testing of
significantly larger rocket
motors”, Finer said, “Pakistan
will have the capability to
strike targets well beyond
South Asia, including in the
United States.

The sudden sanctions and
Finer’s alarming comments
continue to make headlines
with military analysts, security
experts and columnists
analysing them.

According to the
interpretations of Joe Biden’s
swan song in Pakistan ties,
Islamabad’s long-range
missile capability has jolted
Washington, the terrorist

nation endangers the US
mainland and both Pakistan
and China should be
concerned considering their
close missile development
cooperation.

The main reason for the US
sanctions is illogical and
laughable. Pakistan and China
watchers in India might have
reasons to be excited, but the
US reason for sanctioning the
Pakistani entities is merely for
public consumption.

First, the US being shocked
by Pakistan’s WMD and missile
development programmes is
like being jolted by the rise of
the Taliban and the Arab
Mujahideen, led by Osama bin
Laden, turning against the US,
the development of Pakistan’s
nuclear bomb by AQ Khan, the
formation of the Islamic State
in Iraq or the dislodging of
Bashar al-Assad by Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham.

The US only acted when it
was revealed that Khan had
provided N-weapons-related
tech to North Korea, Iran and
Libya. The US intelligence
knew about Khan’s activities in
helping Pakistan develop
nukes for more than two
decades but remained silent.

America turned a blind eye
to seeking the ISI’s help in
countering the Soviets in
Afghanistan as Khan stole
centrifuge designs from the
Netherlands and obtained
materials and equipment for
building nukes from agents in
the US, the UK, Germany,
South Africa, Switzerland, and
Turkey. The CIA’s Operation
Cyclone was launched under
President Jimmy Carter with
the ISI’s help while Pakistan
pursued nukes. Ronald
Reagan approved a $3.2
billion economic and military
package for Pakistan as the
US supported the Mujahideen
with Islamabad’s help until the
Soviets pulled out of
Afghanistan in 1988.
Therefore, the Pressler and
Solarz amendments were
rendered ineffective.

Despite authentic intel on
Pakistani-Iranian nuclear
cooperation and Saudi and
Libyan financial assistance to
Khan’s nuclear bomb project,
the Regan and George HW
Bush administrations looked
the other way. By 1987,
Pakistan had a nuclear bomb.
Subsequently, Khan turned to
nuclear proliferation to assist
countries, especially Iran,
seeking nukes. Iranian
scientists were trained in
Pakistan in 1988 and were
helped in the centrifuge
programme in 1989.

Through a network of
middlemen in around 12
nations, including the US, the
UK, Turkey, Malaysia, the UAE,
Japan, Switzerland, Germany,
Canada, South Africa and
Pakistan, Khan started selling
bomb designs, advanced
materials, centrifuges and
components and logistical and
technical assistance to other
countries. Pakistan’s nuclear
proliferation also fuelled
missile development as North
Korea agreed to sell missiles
in exchange for centrifuges
with Khan visiting the country
more than 10 times.

The US forced Pakistan to
shut off the Khan network only
after 9/11. In October 2003,
a Tripoli-bound German cargo
ship carrying 1,000 high-speed
centrifuges was seized.
America was alarmed that
Muammar Gaddafi was
pursuing a nuclear bomb. But
the IAEA never interrogated
Khan.

Second, the theory of
Pakistan attacking the US
mainland is ridiculous.
Pakistan would need an
intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) to attack the
US and it doesn’t have one.
Even if Pakistan develops an
ICBM, it won’t attack America
in the worst-case scenario—
a US-China war in the Indo-
Pacific or another military
conflict with India in which
Washington provides intel to
New Delhi. Third, ballistic
missiles are of four kinds:
short-range ball istic, or
tactical, missiles (SRBMs) with
a range of less than 1,000 km;
medium-range ballistic, or
theatre, missiles (MRBMs)
with a range of 1,000-3,000
km, intermediate-range

ballistic missiles (IRBMs) with
a range of 3,000-5,500 km
and ICBMs with a range of
more than 5,500 km.

Pakistan only has SRBMs,
MRBMs, an anti-ship ballistic
missile (ASBM) and cruise
missiles, including anti-ship.

The operational MRBMs in
Pakistan’s missile inventory,
Hatf 5 (1,250-1,500 km)
Shaheen 2 (1,500-2,000 km)
and Shaheen 3 (2,750 km),
are capable of hitting India
with the Shaheen 3 reaching
as far as the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.

The Abadeel MRBM, with
a range of 2,200 km and
capable of carrying multiple
independently targetable re-
entry vehicles, is under
development. Both Shaheen
3 and Abadeel can carry
nuclear and conventional
warheads. Pakistan doesn’t
need an IRBM or ICBM with
India as the only adversary in
the subcontinent. Pakistan is
developing its missi le
capability with a focus on
India, not the US. The notion
of Pakistan developing long-
range missile capability to
target the US is idiotic.

Fourth, the conclusion
that China should be
concerned about the
sanctions is misconstrued.
China has been assisting
Pakistan in missi le
development for decades.

Several Pakistani missiles
are either copies and
rebranded versions of
Chinese missiles or have
been made with its ally’s
assistance. The Shaheen 1
SRBM has several design and
operational similarities with
the Chinese DF-11 and DF-15
SRBMs. Shaheen 2 and
Shaheen 3 MRBMs are similar
to the Chinese DF-21 MRBM
and DF-25 IRBM, respectively,
regarding sol id-fuel
propulsion, mobile launch
platform and overal l
configuration. The Abdali
SRBM series has a range,
payload and design similar to
the M-11 SRBM of China’s M-
series. The Hatf 5 MRBM
series is a modified version
of the North Korean Nodong-
1 MRBM with China helping in
refining and producing these
missiles domestically.

The Babur land attack
cruise missile has structural
and technical similarities with
the Chinese C-602 cruise
missile and the Ra’ad air-
launched cruise missile with
China’s C-802 cruise missile.
Pakistan’s ASBM, SMASH, is a

derivative of the Chinese CM-
401ASBM in design trajectory
and flight profile. The Pakistan-
China missile cooperation
continues despite several US
sanctions on Chinese entities.
In April, America slapped
sanctions on three Chinese

companies for supplying missile
items to Pakistan. Xi’an Longde
Technology Development
Company Limited supplied
missile equipment, including a
filament winding machine that
can be used to manufacture
rocket motor cases, to NDC.

Shrijee Lifestyle to Unveil Sustainable &
Festive Collections at Bharat Tex 2025

Ahmedabad, Shrijee Lifestyle
Pvt Ltd is set to showcase its
latest sustainable fabrics
collection at Bharat Tex 2025
designed for the AW25/26 &
SS26 seasons. With a strong
focus on eco-friendly materials,
the collection blends fibers like

Organic Cotton, LIVA, Ecovero,
Tencel, and Linen, along with
unique combinations of Viscose
and Recycled Polyester for a
fresh, contemporary appeal.
Committed to sustainability,
Shrijee Lifestyle uses natural
and eco friendly certified dyes
ensuring fabrics that are safe for
both consumers and the
environment. The company has
earned a reputation as a leading
supplier of sustainable and
fashion fabrics for leading
Brands, backed by globally
recognized certifications such as
OEKO-TEX, ZDHC, and GOTS.
Expanding its capabilities,
Shrijee Lifestyle is augmenting
its digital printing capacity by
50% by March 2025 by adding
latest High resolution High
Speed machines.  (1-7)
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