
18-04-2026 Saturday

2

Before It's Gone - The Mission Behind World Heritage Day

Dr. Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit
Free-lance Journalist, Writer &

Cartoonist
(dixitpatrakar@yahoo.in)

World Heritage Day is
observed on April 18 every
year with an aim to increase
awareness about the

importance of protecting
culture and diversity. It is  a
collective effort of the
communities in the world to
do the needful. This day is
celebrated to maintain the
legacy and save the rich
heritage which has been given
to us by our ancestors. The
preservation of heritage
properties is an important
undertaking.  Nelson Mandela
rightly said "Our rich and
varied cultural heritage has a
profound power to help build
our nation". Our heritage is all
that has been passed to us by
previous generations. Cultural
heritage is a legacy of physical
artifacts and intangible
attributes of a group or society
- man-made heritage. It is
disheartening to note that
some people, forgetting that
they are doing an irreparable

damage to invaluable
archaeological masterpieces
by inscribe their initials,
names, love messages on
these national treasures. This
special day offers an
opportunity to raise the
public's awareness about the
diversity of cultural heritage
and the efforts that are
required to protect and
conserve it, as well as draw
attention to its vulnerability.
Our Heritage is a legacy from
our past. It is something we
live with today and, hopefully,
something that we can pass
on to future generations.

Heritage means what we
inherit from our ancestors and
from our past. India is a land
of varied cultures and
traditions. People from
numerous castes, religions,
and creeds reside in our

country. Each ethnic group in
our country has its own tale
of origin and its set of unique
traditions and culture. The
traditional skills- arts of
decorations, fairs and festivals
etc. and different varieties of
dances, music, paintings,
architectural styles, literature
of different languages  enrich
our cultural landscape and
heritage. In every country,
cultural heritage is both a
record of life and history and
also an irreplaceable source
of creativity and inspiration.
We must learn to value our
inheritance for reasons
beyond their mere utility and
their functional use. This is
because each heritage is
unique and exceptional; it is
the responsibility of the current
generation to preserve it. The
Archaeological Survey of India

has also decided to organize
online pledge taking
ceremonies for school
students in which they will
read a pledge to safeguard
and respect the monuments
and their heritage. The
conservation and protection of
these monuments cannot be
neglected any further. It is the
reflection of the identity of the
people of a nation. One
identifies herself or himself
with hers or his heritage,
which gives a sense of pride.
Our cultural heritage is a
mirror of our national unity.
We know that India has a
large number of magnificent
sites and monuments like
Ajanta Caves, Ellora Caves,
Elephenta Caves, the Taj
Mahal, Qutub Minar, Buland
Darwaja, Victoria Memorial,
Rashtrapati Bhawan, the

Parliament House, India Gate
and many more.  World
Heritage Day gives us an
opportunity to conserve and
preserve our heritage culture
which is of ancient significance.
They have an outstanding
universal value. The tales of
the heroes of the Mahabharata
and the Ramayana are great
assets of Indian Culture. Our
heritage connects us to our
roots and to each other. When
we protect it, we preserve
stories, skills, and identities for
the future. As the saying goes,
"A people without the
knowledge of their past, origin,
and culture is like a tree without
roots. Let  us respect and  try
to maintain and preserve it at
all costs. (B-15 Jyoti-Kalash
Society, Jodhpur Tekra,
Satellite, Ahmedabad - 380
015)

Return to the Moon: How
Artemis II marks the start

of a new space age

NASA’s Artemis II SLS
(Space Launch System) rocket
and Orion spacecraft are all
set for launch from the
agency’s Kennedy Space
Center in Florida. The US is
all set to push the boundaries
of space exploration, science,
and technology once again, as
America is on the verge of
exploring more of the Moon
than ever before.

This new era of lunar
exploration programme,
called Artemis, is named after
the twin sister of Apollo; she
is the Goddess of the Moon.
NASA is all set to put humans
on the Moon again after over
half a century. The world is
technologically much more
advanced. Private industry is
now deeply involved in
exploring space, including
tourism.

Artemis I was an
uncrewed flight test of the SLS
and the Orion spacecraft
around the Moon. Artemis II
will be the first crewed flight
test of the SLS and the Orion
spacecraft around the Moon.
This test flight will send four
astronauts on a more than
950,000 kilometre, 10-day

journey around the Moon (a
lunar flyby) to test critical
spacecraft systems ahead of
Artemis III, which aims to
someday land astronauts near
the Moon’s South Pole, a
region never explored by
humans. Artemis IV debuts
humanity’s first lunar space
station, launched by a larger,
more powerful version of the
SLS rocket and the new mobile
launcher.

Artemis II is testing the
critical systems needed for a
future lunar landing, much as
the early Apollo missions
prepared NASA to land
humans on the Moon. There
were three launch windows
spread across February,
March, and April. 01 April is
the final choice for NASA to
send the rocket, spacecraft,
and crew to the Moon.

The Plan to Return to the
Moon Unfolds

The earlier plan was to
send robots to the Moon
starting in 2021 and
astronauts in 2024, and to
build a long-term presence on
the Moon by 2030. Then the
Moon was to be used as the
stepping stone for human
exploration of Mars. There
was to be an orbiting Gateway
space station, lunar landers
(SpaceX Starship, Blue Origin
Blue Moon), and scientific
research, with a long-term
goal of regular lunar landings
and deeper space exploration.

Finally, Artemis I, an
uncrewed Moon-orbiting
mission, was launched in
November 2022. It was the
first integrated flight test of the
Orion spacecraft and SLS
rocket, and its main objective
was to test the Orion
spacecraft, especially its heat
shield, in preparation for
subsequent Artemis missions.

The Apollo Programme
The Apollo programme

was the United States human
spaceflight programme led by
NASA, which landed the first
humans on the Moon in 1969.
It was conceived in 1960 as a
three-person spacecraft
during the presidency of
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Apollo
was later dedicated to
President John F. Kennedy’s
national goal for the 1960s of
“landing a man on the Moon
and returning him safely to the
Earth” in an address to the US
Congress on 25 May 1961.

Apollo 11 was launched by
a Saturn V rocket from
Kennedy Space Center on
Merritt Island, Florida, on 16
July, and it was the fifth
crewed mission of NASA’s
Apollo programme. Kennedy’s
goal was accomplished on 20
July 1969, when Commander
Neil Armstrong and lunar
module pilot Buzz Aldrin
formed the American crew
that landed the Apollo Lunar
Module “Eagle”.

Water problem in East Sta. Chairman-Dandak area
Rajkot, Political parties are

making all-out efforts for the
upcoming elections to be held
on April 26. At that time, Divya
Bhaskar's team is meeting
people in different wards of
the city to know the mood of
the people. Under this, today
Divya Bhaskar reached areas
including Race Course Park,
Airport Road, Bhomeshwar
and Bajrangwadi in Ward No.
2 of Rajkot.

In which, while talking to
the people, it was revealed
that the people of this area
have problems including
drinking water, sanitation and
drainage. In addition to the
streets and lanes of this area,
heaps of garbage including
construction waste were seen
on the main road connecting
Jamnagar Road. So, since the
work of Sandhiya bridge is
going on, it was seen that
people have to face a lot of
trouble when the gate is
closed. Almost no one knows
the names of the four
corporators and when
elections come, the leaders
come to ask for votes, but
then do not even come to
listen to the problems. People
said this.

'Water from Vokla enters
people's homes'

Hasmukhbhai Sorathiya,
who has been doing business
near the airport gate for 30
years, told Divya Bhaskar that
the main problem is the
flooding of Vokla near the
airport gate. During the
monsoon, water from Vokla
enters people's homes, due to
which people have to suffer a
lot. Despite making
representations on this issue
several times, no solution has
been found yet. Road and
cleaning work is being done
well, but we demand that this
problem of flooding be
permanently resolved.

'Everyone comes to seek
votes, then no one is seen for
five years'

A woman named
Sunitaben Parmar, who lives
in Bhomeshwa, said that there
are many problems here,
especially with the roads.
There is so much garbage
here, everyone goes here
after cleaning. If we tell
anyone, no one believes us.
No matter how many times we
clean it, they still come here
and throw garbage. We have
also complained about the
sewerage, but no one comes

to clean the sewerage. We do
not know the corporator.
Everyone comes to seek votes,
but then no one is seen for five
years. 'The water in the tap is
dirty and muddy'

He further said that this
problem is permanent here.
This is the kundi which we
have complained about for 15
days, but they keep looking
and leaving empty, no one
cleans it. Water comes in the
tap but it comes dirty and
muddy. Clean water does not
come. Our corporation has
only one demand that all this
be cleaned, give clean water
and get the drains cleaned. If
we complain, then solve it,
that's all there is to it.

Epidemic due to water
holes filled in many places

has created a serious
problem of drinking water in
Bajrangwadi-12 area of
??Rajkot. There have been
complaints of extremely dirty
and polluted water coming
from this area for a long time.
Many locals including Hetalben
and her husband have fallen
ill due to this contaminated
water. 2 cases of diarrhea and
vomiting and many cases of
stomach pain have been
reported in this area. Apart
from this, there is a fear of an
outbreak of epidemic due to
water holes filled in many
places. Local resident
Hetalben expressed his anger
over the health of the people
being put at risk due to dirty
water and said that the health
of the people of the area is
being put at risk due to dirty
water. Despite making several
representations, no corporator
has come to visit the area to
solve this serious problem or
to know the condition of the
people. There is a demand
that the system should take
appropriate action
immediately. We have never
seen the corporators. They
come only to take votes, then
no one is seen. 'There is a
serious problem of dirt and
water every day' Sharadben
Chavda, a resident of Maruti
Nagar, expressed her anger
before Divya Bhaskar about
the basic facilities of this area
and said, "There is a serious
problem of dirt and water in
our area forever. Water comes
in the tap for only 10 to 15
minutes and that too with very
slow force. In this time, only
10 to 15 buckets of water are
filled, which is not enough in

the summer season." 'Despite
making representations, no
solution has been found till
date' He further said that
heaps of garbage are seen
everywhere, for which no
arrangements are made for
its disposal. Despite making
written and verbal
representations to the water
department and the
corporator several times in
this regard, no solution has
been found till date. We pay
taxes regularly and also go to
vote during elections, but
there is zero in the name of
convenience. The corporator
appears only during elections
and does not give any
response at present.

'No one comes to clean our
area' A local woman named
Dayaben, who lives in
Bajrangwadi, told Divya
Bhaskar that the drinking
water in her area is extremely
turbid and dirty. Since there
is no RO system in the house,
we have to boil water and
drink it, yet people are falling

sick. There have been
complaints that diseases like
diarrhea and stomach ache
are spreading due to dirty
water.

Regarding cleaning,
Dayaben said, "No employee
comes to our area regularly
to clean. Cleaning work is
done only when requested by
the locals, otherwise the piles
of dirt remain piled up."

'They dump garbage on
the roads'

Kunjal Jagda, a resident of
Race Course Park in Ward No.
2 of Rajkot, expressed his
anger over various problems
in the area. In a conversation
with Divya Bhaskar, he said
that instead of cleaning the
block, the sanitation workers
in the area only dump garbage
on the roads. Despite
repeated representations to
the workers in this regard, no
satisfactory response is given
by the administration.

Apart from this, residents
are facing noise problem due
to continuous use of

loudspeakers by hawkers in
their area. According to
Kunjalben, hawkers keep the
loudspeakers on continuously
at high volume, which needs
to be stopped. Corporators
appear only during elections
to seek votes, but after that
they show no interest in
listening to the issues of the
area let alone solving them.

'They are pushing from
one number to another'

Residents of Sanjaynagar
area in Ward No. 2 of Rajkot
have been facing a serious
problem of polluted water for
a long time. Bhavanaben
alleged that when we call to
complain, they are pushed
from one number to another,
but no one comes to the spot
and brings a solution. And
even the leaders who come to
seek votes during elections do
not show up after winning, due
to which there is a lot of anger
among the locals. Then the
residents demand that
arrangements for clean water
be made at the earliest.

'Sewer water has been
overflowing for 12 days'

A serious problem of
overflowing sewer has arisen
in Sanjaynagar on Jamnagar
Road in Rajkot. Expressing her
anger over this, local woman
Hanifa Ben said that sewer
water has been overflowing
for the last 12 days, due to
which we are facing a lot of
trouble. The sewage has
increased so much that it is
as if the entire hawker is
overflowing. We have made
written and verbal complaints
to the administration several
times in this regard, but there
has been no result.

'We don't even know the
corporator of our area',

he added, adding that
earlier Congress workers had
also come and taken pictures,
but till date no one has come
to clean it. Expressing anger
against the leaders who come
to seek votes during elections,
he said that when it is time to
take votes, leaders come door
to door, but after winning.
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