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Rahul Gandhi to hold
rally in MP’s Mhow today

Bhopal, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi will launch on
Monday his party's nationwide
programme 'Jai Bapu, Jai
Bhim, Jai Samvidhan' in
Madhya Pradesh's Mhow, the
birthplace of Dr B. R.
Ambedkar. Gandhi will be
accompanied by the party's
national president, Mallikarjun
Kharge and Wayanad MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra. More
than one lakh Congress
workers, including the party's
Working Committee Members
(CWC), will attend the rally.

Madhya Pradesh Congress
chief Jitu Patwari said that the
rally is expected to be historic,
with lakhs of party workers
from across the state
anticipated to participate. He
said that every Congress
cadre was excited about the
rally and eager to raise their
voice against the insult to
Ambedkar from his birthplace.

“The rally aims to
safeguard the people’s rights,
particularly ‘freedom of
expression,’ and to protect the
Constitution, which is a
commitment of our leader
Rahul Gandhi and has been
consistently raising this issue,”
Patwari added.

With this campaign, the

Congress will seek to intensify
its attack on the BJP, accusing
it of insulting freedom fighters
and undermining the
Constitution. The party also
aims to boost its social justice
narrative and to find the lost
ground in Madhya Pradesh.

The campaign will include
padayatras and rallies in the
villages, blocks, districts, and
states. Leaders at all levels --
from national to grassroots
will lead this initiative.
Activities like seminars, public
meetings, and rallies will take
place from one village to
another. Interestingly, a day
before the Congress'
programme, Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
visited Dr Ambedkar's
birthplace to pay tribute on
Republic Day on Sunday.
During his visit, CM Yadav also
hit out at Rahul Gandhi saying,

"For some people, Dr
Ambedkar's birthplace is a
tourist place."

A controversy has already
erupted over the restrictions
on political speeches at Rahul
Gandhi's rally in Mhow by the
local administration. The
grand old party termed the
development "undemocratic".

The sub-divisional
magistrate (SDM), Mhow, put
eight conditions while granting
permission to Congress to
hold the party event. One of
the conditions barred the party
leaders attending the event
from making political
speeches or comments
against any religion. The
order mentioned that the
organisers should ensure that
no political speeches or any
comment against religion are
made at the party
programme. Notably, the
Congress is organising the
first such political event in
Madhya Pradesh after it
witnessed a humiliating defeat
in the state Assembly
elections in November 2023,
which prompted the party's
central leadership to replace
veteran leader Kamal Nath
with Jitu Patwari as new state
unit chief.

CM Stalin to
inaugurate

memorial for
social justice

activists in TN’s
Villupuram

Chennai, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister, M.K. Stalin, will
inaugurate a memorial
honouring 21 social justice
activists who lost their lives in
the police firing during the
Vanniyar reservation struggle
in September 1987.

The memorial, constructed
at Vazhudhareddi in
Villupuram at a cost of ?5.70
crore, will be a tribute to these
activists. CM Stalin is on a two-
day visit to Villupuram district
as part of his statewide tour
to evaluate government
schemes.

During the tour, CM Stalin
will also inaugurate a
memorial hall in honour of
former minister A.
Govindasamy, who served in
governments led by iconic
Dravidian leaders C.N.
Annadurai and M. Karunanidhi.

This memorial hall, also
built in Vazhudhareddi, has
been completed at a cost of
?4 crore. As part of his visit,
CM Stalin will also open the
Ellis Chatram dam, built across
the Thenpennai River at
Enathimangalam.

As part of his two-day
visit, CM Stalin conducted a
roadshow in Tindivanam on
Monday, greeting people and
receiving petitions along the
way. He walked for about one
km, interacting with residents
before continuing the
roadshow. The event featured
traditional art performances
such as karakattam. CM Stalin
also paid a surprise visit to a
primary health centre in
Olakur near Tindivanam.
Accompanied by District
Collector C. Palani, he
inspected the fever and post-
operative wards, checked the
availability of medicines, and
interacted with patients to
assess the quality of
treatment. He directed health
authorities to ensure timely
disbursal of assistance under
the Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy
Maternity Benefit Security.

Tamil Nadu Minister for
Forests K. Ponmudy, along
with District Collector C. Palani,
reviewed security
arrangements in the district.

CM Stalin began district
visits to monitor the
implementation of state
government schemes on
November 5, starting with
Coimbatore. In a letter to party
cadres, the Chief Minister
announced his intention to
conduct ground-level
inspections across the state,
emphasising his commitment
to visiting all districts to
evaluate the performance of
welfare initiatives. Since
assuming office in May 2021,
CM Stalin’s government has
introduced several welfare
schemes aimed at uplifting
marginalised sections of
society. In the state legislative
Assembly, CM Stalin reported
that ?6,569.75 crore has been
distributed through the state
government’s welfare
schemes across Tamil Nadu
since the DMK government
assumed office.

Govt starts search for new SEBI chief
as Buch’s tenure ends on Feb 28

New Delhi, The Union
Ministry of Finance has started
the search for a new chairman
to head the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) as the tenure of
incumbent Madhabi Puri Buch
ends on February 28.

The Finance Ministry’s
newspaper advertisements
appeared on Monday inviting
applications from qualified
candidates for the
appointment to the top post at
the capital markets regulator.

The ad, titled ‘Filling up the
post of Chairman in Securities
and Exchange Board of India’
invites applications from
eligible candidates for the post
of SEBI Chairperson in
Mumbai.

"The appointment shall be
made for a maximum period
of five years from the date of
assumption of charge or till
attaining the age of 65 years
of the appointee, whichever is
earlier," the advertisement for
the job states.

Sebi chief shall have the
option to receive pay as
admissible to a Secretary to
the Government of India or a
consolidated salary of Rs
5,62,500 per month without
house and car.

The finance ministry has
fixed a February 17 deadline
for candidates to submit
applications.

The tenure of Madhabi Puri
Buch was appointed as SEBI
chief in March 2022 for a
period of three years till
February 28. She was the first
woman to head the capital

markets regulator. Before
being appointed as SEBI chief,
Buch was a regular member
of the SEBI board.

Buch succeeded former
IAS officer Ajay Tyagi, whose
term as SEBI chief ended after
a two-year extension that
followed his regular three-
year stint. Tyagi had served in
key posts in the Finance
Ministry. She was the first

person from the private sector
to head SEBI. Her career
started in 1989 with ICICI
Bank. Between 1993 and 1995,
Buch worked as a lecturer at
West Cheshire College in
England. She worked in
various profiles across
companies for 12 years,
including sales, marketing and
product development. She
also led operations. In 2006
she joined ICICI Securities and
later went on to become their
CEO from February 2009 to
May 2011. After this, Buch
moved to Singapore to join
Greater Pacific Capital in 2011.
Between 2011 and 2017 she
worked in various capacities
as executive director of many
companies like Zensar
Technologies, InnoVen Capital,
and Max Healthcare.

2026 TN Assembly polls: Vijay’s TVK to hold four-day meet of party functionaries
Chennai, Tamil superstar-

turned-political leader Vijay’s
party, Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK), is set to
conduct a four-day
consultation meeting with its
party functionaries. The
meeting will take place at the
party headquarters in
Panaiyur, starting Monday
(January 27).

The sessions will be
presided over by TVK’s state
general secretary and former
Puducherry MLA, Bussy
Anand. This gathering follows
TVK’s announcement on

Friday of the appointment of
district secretaries and other
office bearers for 19 districts
across Tamil Nadu, including
Coimbatore, Salem, and
Erode. Party insiders have
indicated that these
developments are part of
preparations for the upcoming
2026 Assembly elections. In a
statement released on
Sunday, Vijay revealed that
TVK has divided Tamil Nadu’s
234 Assembly constituencies
into 120 party districts.

The reorganisation aims to
streamline the party’s

structure, ensure
administrative convenience,
and expedite decision-making.
At the inaugural rally of TVK

on October 27 in Villupuram,
Vijay unveiled the party’s
ideology, which blends
Dravidian principles with Tamil
nationalism. The rally, held in
Vikkaravandi, drew over
300,000 attendees, marking a
significant milestone in Tamil
Nadu’s political landscape.
During the rally, Vijay criticised
the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) for being a
family-centric party that
misuses the Dravidian identity
for personal benefit.

He also condemned the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

for its divisive politics. Vijay
urged his cadres to remain
honest and to address
criticisms from rivals, such as
Naam Tamilar Katchi (NTK)
leader Seeman, with respect
and factual arguments.

He emphasised TVK’s core
principles of equality, social
justice, and secularism.
Reports have also fuelled
speculation about a potential
alliance with the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK), with rumours
suggesting that Vijay
discussed securing.

Telangana launches
four new welfare schemes

to fulfil promises
Hyderabad, The

Congress government in
Telangana on Sunday
launched four new schemes to
implement the promises made
in the Assembly elections.
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy launched the scheme at
Chandravancha in his
Assembly constituency,
Kodangal. Addressing a public
meeting, the Chief Minister
formally launched Rythu
Bharosa, Indiramma Atmiya
Bharosa, Indiramma houses
and new ration cards. Stating

that he was delighted to
launch the schemes on the
occasion of 76th Republic Day,
the Chief Minister handed over
cheques worth Rs 11.80 crore
among 734 beneficiaries
under Rythu Bharosa and
Indiramma Indlu housing
schemes. The Chief Minister
said the government was
fulfilling promises one by one.

"The people's government
is striving hard for the welfare
of four crore Telangana
people by reaching out to the
people and solving.


