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PM Modi, HM Shah to lead BJP’s high stakes
Kerala push ahead of Assembly polls

Thiruvananthapuram,
With the campaign for the
April 9 Assembly elections
entering its decisive phase, the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-
led BJP is preparing an all out
offensive in Kerala, deploying
its top national leadership in
a bid to script a historic
breakthrough.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and other senior leaders
comprising various Chief
Ministers are set to descend
on the state, underscoring the
party’s determination to open
its account in the 140 member
Assembly.

According to party
sources, PM Modi will
undertake two whirlwind tours
across key districts,
addressing rall ies and
energising cadres.

The BJP’s campaign
blueprint focusses on high
visibility outreach in politically
significant regions such as
Kasargod, Palakkad,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam
and Thrissur.

The party draws
confidence from its recent
electoral gains, most notably

actor-turned-politician Suresh
Gopi’s emphatic victory in the
Thrissur Lok Sabha
constituency, where he
secured a margin exceeding
70,000 votes.

This was followed by the
BJP wresting control of the
T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m
Corporation in the December
local body polls another first
in a state where it has
traditionally struggled for
space. Yet, the numbers
present a mixed picture. While
the BJP polled 15.64 per cent
vote share in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, it saw a
marginal dip to 14.71 per cent
in the 2025 local body polls.

Despite this, the party
remains upbeat, pointing to its
second place finishes in nine
constituencies in the 2021
Assembly elections as
evidence of growing traction.

State BJP president Rajeev
Chandrasekhar has expressed
confidence that the party will
not only break its long standing
electoral barrier but also
secure multiple seats in the
upcoming Assembly.

However, challenges
persist. Kerala’s unique
demographic composition
where minorities, including
Muslims and Christians,
account for around 42 per cent
of the population remains a
critical factor.

Party strategists
acknowledge that sustained
outreach to community
leaders will be crucial as
national figures step up
engagement in the days
ahead. As the campaign
intensifies, the BJP’s high
voltage push signals a
determined attempt to convert
incremental gains into a
historic electoral foothold in
Kerala.

Family, locals protest after youth
beaten to death in Bihar’s Danapur

Patna,  Local residents
and family members of a
young man, identified as Bittu,
staged a protest on Friday to
seek justice a day after he
was allegedly beaten to death
by a group of youths in
Danapur police station area of
Patna. Speaking to the media,
the victim's mother, said,
"Please get us justice.
Whatever wrong has been
done with my child, (for that)
we want that at least two
arrests should be made by
the police. Only then will we
move from here otherwise
not. What wrong had my child
done that he was beaten so
brutally with bricks? "

Seeking justice for her
son, she alleged that 20 to 25
boys attacked him. "They had
attacked him from behind.
The MP from here is Ram
Kripal Yadav, please call him
here. We want justice for my
son," she said. Meanwhile,
police have recovered bricks

and iron rods from the crime
scene. Confirming the
incident, SHO Prashant
Kumar Bhardwaj, said, "We
had received information
about a youth being attacked.
Upon arrival the police found
that the youth, Bittu Kumar,
was beaten up my some
miscreants. We immediately
took him to the hospital where
he died during treatment.
Forensic experts have been
called and we are questioning
his family members. Only
after that we will know the
exact reason for the attack.
CCTV footage of the area is
also been examined." During
the protest, the youth's
mother further said, "We don't

have any doubt, it is there in
the CCTV footage. The
authorities will identify (the
attackers) based on that. They
are only asking us to move
from here. Why should we
move? I have raised my son
for 25 years. Shouldn't the
authorities give me my right (to
seek justice)?" "My younger
daughter was about to get
married in April. We had made
all the payments. The
miscreants also snatched
money from my son. He was
hit with the butt of the gun on
his head," she said. Her
daughter added, "Footage was
taken yesterday night but so far
no one has been arrested."
Reiterating the mother's
demand for justice, the youth's
maternal grandmother, said, "I
didn't have a son so I raised my
grandson like one." His mother
alleged that the administration
have called female police
personnel to remove them from
the protest site.

Cong leaders appreciating PM
Modi’s foreign policy is

welcome change: BJP on
Tharoor’s West Asia remark

New Delhi,  BJP National
Spokesperson C. R. Kesavan
on Friday praised Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor for his
remarks on India’s position in
the ongoing West Asia conflict,
calling it a welcome shift in the
Opposition’s stance.

Reacting to Tharoor’s
comments, Kesavan said,
“Senior Congress leaders
appreciating the balanced and
nuanced foreign policy of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in the current global conflict
is indeed a welcome change
compared to Rahul Gandhi’s
endless criticism of the
government.”

Meanwhile, Samajwadi
Party MP, Rajeev Kumar Rai
struck a cautious note,
distancing his party from the
Congress’ internal differences.
“It’s an internal matter of the
Congress. Let the Congress
see and comment. The
Samajwadi Party plays the
role of a positive Opposition
and stays within the bounds
of discipline,” he said.

Speaking on the West Asia
conflict and Tharoor's remark,
Bihar Minister Shravan Kumar
said, "This is not just a matter
of discussion in Parliament;
similar discussions are also
important in the Vidhan
Sabha... When discussions
take place, significant issues
can be resolved, leading to the
progress of the state and the
country..."

The reactions come after
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
on Thursday described India’s
stance on the West Asia

conflict as an example of
“responsible statecraft” rather
than a “moral surrender.”

In an article published in
the Indian Express, Tharoor
suggested that India could
have issued condolences on
the death of Iran’s Supreme
Leader, as it had done earlier
when the country’s president
died in a helicopter crash.
However, he added, “But I will
not condemn the government
for choosing silence over
confrontation.”

Tharoor’s remarks stand in
contrast to several leaders
within the Congress party who
have criticised the
government’s relatively muted
response to the conflict, which
escalated following US-Israeli
airstrikes on Iran on February
28. His statement has
triggered a political debate,
drawing rare appreciation
from the BJP while also
exposing differences within
the Congress on foreign policy.
Observers note that the
episode reflects a broader
discussion on how India
balances strategic restraint
with diplomatic messaging in
a volatile region.

Guwahati, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
on Friday said that preserving
the state’s cultural and
religious traditions remains a
key priority of the government,
asserting that supporting such
practices is a “responsibility”
rather than an act of charity.

In a post on X, CM Sarma
mentioned that Assam’s
cultural identity is deeply
rooted in its festivals, prayers
and the people who keep these
traditions alive.

“Our culture is not a
slogan. It lives in our festivals,
our prayers and our people,”
he wrote, adding that standing
with communities that uphold
these traditions is a duty the
government has consistently
fulfilled. Highlighting specific
initiatives, the Chief Minister
said the state government has
extended financial assistance
to various religious and
cultural groups across Assam.

According to him, an
amount of Rs 25,000 is being
provided to every Raas
Committee to support the
celebration of Raas festivals,
which hold deep cultural and
spiritual significance in the
state. Additionally, over 8,000
Puja Committees are receiving
financial aid of Rs 10,000 each
to facil itate the smooth
conduct of religious festivities.

The government has also
ensured a monthly support of
Rs 1,500 for 620 Udasin
Bhakats, recognising their role
in preserving spiritual
traditions and community
practices.

CM Sarma reiterated that
the Bharatiya Janata Party-led
government in Assam remains
committed to safeguarding
and promoting the state’s rich
cultural heritage.

“Our Culture, Our
Traditions, Our Responsibility,”
he said, emphasising that such
initiatives will continue in the
coming years.

From jail, ISI looks to Sajid Mir to drive
‘Karachi Project’, unified command push

New Delhi, With the terror
infrastructure largely in
tatters, Pakistan is likely to
bring back Sajid Mir to fix the
problem. Mir, who played a
major role in executing the
Mumbai 26/11 attacks, was
handed over charge of
Pakistan’s ambitious 'Karachi
Project'. Mir’s existence was
always denied by Pakistan.
However, to get out of the Grey
List of the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF), he was
detained by Pakistan in 2022
and sentenced to 15 years in
jail by a Lahore court.

Although he remains in jail,
he has been told to oversee
some important projects that
the ISI wants to implement.

An Intelligence Bureau
official said that he is currently
in charge of reviving the
Lashkar-e-Taiba’s Muridke
camp, which was destroyed
during Operation Sindoor.
Prior to his arrest, he lived at
the Ganda Nala lane in Lahore.
There are Intelligence inputs
suggesting that Mir gets many
visitors. These visits are all
linked with the revival of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and other
terror groups. The ISI did not
want to use Mir for any of its
operations immediately.
However, the process to revive
the Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-
e-Mohammad, which faced
immense losses during
Operation Sindoor, has been
harder than Pakistan
expected. The ISI had even
decided that operations by
these two terror groups, and
also the Hizbul Mujahideen,
would be carried out under a
unified command. An official
said that when all these terror
groups have one common

Karachi Project.
If Mir is able to get these

terror groups under one
command and ensure they’re
seamlessly functioning, then
implementing the Karachi
Project becomes easier.
Another official said that
reaching out to Mir is a risky
move, but Pakistan is ready to
take it. It is Mir’s experience
and expertise, coupled with
the fact that he is highly
respected in terror circles, that
led the ISI to take such a risk.

Owing to free access, he
can summon anyone to jail
and hand out instructions and
also implement the plan.

The Karachi Project is an
ambitious one which involves
carrying out terror attacks at
multiple locations in India. The
project has been in the making
for many years now. The first
time the project was being
discussed in Pakistan was
when the Indian Mujahideen
was very active. However, with
the collapse of the Indian
Mujahideen, work on the
project also slowed down.

The idea was to have a
strong homegrown terror
network carry out attacks in
India. For the attacks from
Pakistan, the ISI had roped in
the Lashkar-e-Taiba to
undertake this project.
Officials say that if Hizbul
Mujahideen, Jaish-e-
Mohammad and Lashkar-e-
Taiba are able to work
together, then this project
would become much stronger.

Another aspect is the
homegrown terror network.
The ISI has been working on
nurturing a homegrown
network in various parts of
India.

goal, and that is the
destruction of India and the
Kashmir issue, the ISI must
have felt that it was a good
idea to have these groups
operate unitedly. Who better
for the ISI than Sajid Mir to
oversee the structural
changes in these terror
groups, which the ISI wants
to implement. Inputs suggest
that the ISI has directed Mir
to coordinate from jail. For Mir,
coordinating operations from
jail is no big task. He has
access, and there are many
times that he has been
allowed to leave jail and meet
with operatives covertly,
another official said.

When India sought his
extradition in 2020 in
connection with the Mumbai
26/11 attacks, Pakistan had
long denied his existence, with
shifting claims about his
status. Pakistan said that he
was dead. However, the
Pakistanis brought him back to
life in 2022 to lower the heat
it was facing from the FATF.

Pakistan also floated a
rumour that Mir had been
poisoned, but Indian agencies
can confirm that the news is
false. The official added that
roping Mir in to oversee these
changes and shape the revival
also fits perfectly into the
larger plan of undertaking the

Weather department issues yellow
alert as rain brings chill to Rajasthan

Jaipur, As rain continued
to lash the desert state for the
last two days, the
Meteorological Department on
Friday issued a yellow alert in
parts of the state, including
Jaipur, Dholpur, Alwar and
other places and warned of
strong winds and lightning.

The MeT department said
that a western disturbance
has brought heavy rainfall to
several districts in the
morning, including Jaipur.

This continuous rain and
hailstorms for the third
consecutive day have brought
back a chill reminiscent of
February. Officials said that a
minimum temperature of 11.1
degrees Celsius was recorded
in Sirohi in the last 24 hours,

while the maximum
temperature was recorded at
36.4 degrees. Tonk Vanasthali,
Alwar and Alwar received two
cm of rainfall.

Earl ier on Thursday,
stormy rain and hailstorms
caused daytime temperatures
across Rajasthan to plummet
by up to 11 degrees, with
Barmer and Alwar each
recording over 10 mm of
rainfall. Hailstorms have also
caused crop damage in Tonk
and Dholpur, while dense fog

in Sri Ganganagar reduced
visibility to under 10 metres.

The MeT Department said
that light to moderate rainfall
accompanied by thunder was
recorded across various parts
of the state.

The highest rainfall was
recorded in 25 mm, which was
logged in Nokha (Bikaner),
while the maximum
temperatures in most regions
fell 2 to 8 degrees below
normal. Radheshyam
Sharma, Director, Jaipur
Meteorological Centre, said,
"The primary impact of the
Western Disturbance is
expected to continue in parts
of the Bharatpur and Jaipur
divisions in North-Eastern
Rajasthan.
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