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Khajuraho and beyond: Exploring
Bundelkhand’s hidden heritage
The spring sun is most

pleasant, and the weather is
near-perfect for travelling to
heritage destinations across
the country. With the famed
Khajuraho Dance Festival
taking place between
February 20 and 26, the
temple town will witness
hordes of visitors to watch a
showcase of Bharat’s living
heritage in the backdrop of
rich architecture. While those
visitors will have various
‘erotic’ elements pointed out
to them in Khajuraho’s
temples, they would do well
to spend some time travelling
the countryside around and
explore heritage nuggets
hidden away. Here is a set of
places they could add to their
itinerary: Kalinjar Fort (Banda
district, UP; 95 km northeast
of Khajuraho): This mighty
fort sits on a Vindhyan hill and
is a repository of history
across eras. Its rich history
ranges from the Guptas and
Chandellas to the Sultanate
period rulers of Delhi to the
Marathas. Coveted and fought
over, it bears the scars of many
a battle. One of the most notable
casualties beneath its walls was
Sher Shah Suri. It is more than
a fort and contains the remains
of a sizeable city within, from
palaces to shrines to bathing
tanks and more. A focal point is
the Neelkanth Temple, originally
a cave shrine but with elaborate
carvings made across the hill on
which it stands. Most striking is
a Shiva depiction in the Nataraja
form, carved into the hill
wall.Yogini Shila, Chitrakoot
(Satna district, MP; 157 km
northeast of Khajuraho):
Located in a quiet spot just
beyond the crowds that throng
Sati Anusuya Temple at

Chitrakoot, this site essentially
comprises a huge boulder with
carvings around it. Overlooking
a river, it is in a little-visited spot.
Possibly dated to the 10th
century CE or earlier, the
carvings depict a number of
Yoginis, complete with their
weapons and celestial vehicles.
There are also depictions of
Shiva, with Nandi, and Ganesha.
Like most Yogini sites, this too is
associated with Tantric practices
and is locally referred to as ‘Pret
Mochani Shila’ – implying that
the place was once used for
exorcism.

Surya Temple, Banjari
(Chattarpur district, MP; 55 kms
northeast of Khajuraho):
Standing at the edge of Banjari
village, this 12th-13th century CE
shrine dedicated to the Sun God
was built by the Chandellas.
Elaborately carved on its exterior,
it has Surya on a chariot drawn
by seven horses above its lintel,
giving the temple its identity. The
current presiding deity is Shiva.
While the temple has seen
limited restoration, there is
ample evidence of having been
severely damaged at some point
in its history – the shikara is
ruined and has been put
together again during
restoration, and the mandapa is
entirely lost, and only the bases
of pillars remain along with a
Nandi. There is a Torana which
stands separated from the main
shrine due to the loss of the
mandapa which connected the
two. Hearteningly, it remains
a place of worship for the

people of the village.
Bhumara Shiva Temple

(Satna district, MP; 126 km
east): Located on what
appears to be a plateau-
shaped part of the Vindhyan
range, the temple stands on
a high platform and is
incredibly simple in its design.
Perhaps the oldest temple in
all of central and north India,
it has been dated to the 5th
century CE Gupta period. It
was built at a time when
temple construction was still
nascent, with the shikhara still
an idea whose time was to
come – hence, the simple
design. The doorjamb reveals
the first signs of iconography,
and inside the shrine is an
Ekamukha Shiva Linga,
complete with a third eye. This
idol is considered one of the
greatest examples of Gupta
period art. There seems to
have been more to the site
than this temple, given the
number of artefacts from here
housed in museums in places
such as Prayagraj.

Bharhut Stupa site (Satna
district, MP; 125 km east):
One of the saddest historical
sites in the region is at
Bharhut. Once home to a
spectacular stupa, whose core
was built by Ashoka and added
to later by the Sunga dynasty,
it is largely bare now. The
stupa had been damaged over
time, and material from it had
been stolen, with several
pieces being used in buildings
of nearby villages. Today,
parts of its elaborately carved
railings and iconography are
seen in the Indian Museum,
Kolkata. The hills behind look
full of promise for heritage
exploration and are said to
contain more remains.

Junagadh
police arrest
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Junagadh
Kirti Patel, who has

become another name for
controversies, has been
arrested by the Junagadh
police from Rajasthan. The
police have left for Gujarat with
her. Three police complaints
have been registered against
her in Junagadh in seven days.

Kirti was booked by a
female PI K.J. Mod (Junagarh
Range Office) at the Shivratri
fair in Junagadh on February
16. The female police officer
had filed a police complaint
against her for threats, breach
of peace and obstruction of
duty. After that, on February
18, a complaint was filed by
Mahamandleshwar Swami
Bajrangdas Udsin Bapu of Nirali
Khodiyar Udsin Ashram near
Bhalka Tirth. He filed this
complaint for violating the
centuries-old religious tradition
and hurting the dignity of
Mrigikund. While on February
21, Abjal Sida filed a complaint
after consuming phenyl due to
the torture of Kirti Patel and his
gang.

YouTuber 'Jiddi Boy' drank
phenyl due to Kirti Patel's
torture. After Kirti

Patel bathed in the
Mrigikund, a YouTuber from
Junagadh, Abjal Sida, went live
on YouTube, saying that Kirti
Patel's followers had
decreased due to which Abjal
demanded a ransom of Rs 20
lakh and threatened to frame
him in a false rape case, due
to which Abjal Sida (Jiddi Boy)
swallowed phenyl twice and
was shifted for treatment. It is
important to note that this is
the third crime registered
against Kirti Patel in Junagadh
in the last seven days.

Divya came before the
media 12 hours after the
complaint was filed against her
and presented her story. After
that, she also consumed phenyl
and uploaded it on her
Instagram account.

Divya Savlani also tried to
commit suicide by drinking
phenyl. Before drinking phenyl,
Divya Savlani made a video and
said, "The way I am being
mentally tortured by Jiddi Boy
(Abjal Sida). Even though I
have not said anything to him,
a crime has been registered
against me by the police
system, so on which badge has
a crime been registered
against me? You only see me
and Kirti? What did Jiddi drink
phenyl for and what evidence
is there that a crime has been
registered against me. Even if
there is no one in front of her,
but behind me are my family,
my two children and many
people. So, if a woman is
atrocities like this, then there
is no benefit in living in this
world. Jiddi drank the
medicine...! She showed the
bottle of phenyl and said, "This
is called the original medicine,
now I will drink it too. Even if I
die, remember me... and
swallows phenyl." According to
the details written by the
complainant Abjal Seeda, who
is himself a YouTuber
(ZIDI_boy_4848), before the
police, Kirti Patel had taken a
royal bath in the Mrigikund in
the guise of a sadhu during the
Mahashivratri fair held in
Junagadh recently. After this
incident, a big controversy
broke out on social media.
According to Abjal, Kirti Patel
then made objectionable
videos against sadhus and
saints and Sanatan Dharma
and went viral on social media.
Since the complainant, despite
being a Muslim, has
unwavering faith in Sanatan
Dharma, he had uploaded the
videos on social media
opposing this video of Kirti
Patel. Kirti Patel accused of
demanding Rs 20 lakh ransom
due to declining views Abjal
has alleged that Kirti Patel's
views had decreased due to
her protest video, due to which
Kirti Patel and her associates—
Divya Savlani from Junagadh,
her boyfriend Jashpal Singh,
and Hanu Ranabhai Chavda
and Viram Chauthubhai
Mewada from Surat—had
started threatening Abjal by
calling him on Instagram.
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