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Don't we think that
frequent elections in India are
like celebrating festivals? The
Election Commission of India
conducts elections every one,
two, or three months, which
has become a significant
problem in India. According to
experts, frequent elections
hamper long-term
policymaking because every
decision is seen as bait for
votes. This leads to a short-
term focus, neglecting crucial
issues that require sustained
attention and planning.

The current system also
puts a massive strain on the
public exchequer. The cost of
conducting elections has been
increasing over the years. In
1952, the first Lok Sabha
elections cost around Rs 11
crore, while in 2014, the
government spent almost Rs
3,870 crore. In 2019, there
was a 40% jump from 2014,
costing an unprecedented Rs
50,000 crore, according to the
Centre for Media Studies.
These figures are just
estimates, and actual costs
are likely higher when
including incentives like
television sets, goats, and
liquor to influence voters.

"One Nation, One Election"
means structuring the Indian
election cycle so that elections
to Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies are synchronized.
In such a scenario, voters
would cast their votes for
electing members of Lok
Sabha and State Assembly on
a single day and at the same
time. This would not only
reduce costs but also
minimize disruptions to
governance.

The benefits of
simultaneous elections are
numerous. It would lead to
significant savings of public
funds that can be better
utilized elsewhere. Almost all
political parties spend large
sums of money during
campaigns, and the cost of
elections, allegations of
corruption, and vote buying
are raising calls for electoral
reform. The Model Code of
Conduct, which stops
government agendas, would
be enforced only once, giving

governments more time to
perform.

Simultaneous elections
would also reduce the burden
on security forces, which are
often diverted from their core
duties for elections.
Additionally, it would minimize
the disruption to essential
services like education and
healthcare, as teachers and
medical professionals are
often deployed as polling
officials. The Law
Commission, headed by
Justice B P Jeevan Reddy,
recommended in its 1999
report that elections to Lok
Sabha and Legislative
Assemblies be held
simultaneously. Several other
committees, including the
Sarkaria Commission and the
Nanda Committee, have also
endorsed this idea. However,
implementing "One Nation,
One Election" would require
significant changes to the
electoral framework. It would
involve amending the
Constitution, specifically
Articles 83(2) and 172(1),
which deal with the tenure of
Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies. The Election
Commission would need to
work closely with state
governments to synchronize
election schedules.

Despite these challenges,
the present government is
working on implementing
"One Nation, One Election" as
part of its agenda, following
the principles of "One Nation,
One Tax" under GST. If
implemented successfully, it
could be a game-changer for
India's electoral process,
enabling governments to focus
on governance rather than
election campaigns. Some
potential advantages of "One
Nation, One Election" include:
- Reduced election fatigue
among voters - Increased
voter turnout due to
synchronized polling - More
stable governments with a
clear mandate - Better policy-
making and governance -
Significant savings of public
funds However, there are also
concerns about the feasibility
and potential risks of
simultaneous elections, such
as:  - Difficulty in implementing
changes to the electoral
framework - Potential for
dominant national issues to
overshadow local concerns
and - Risk of undermining
federalism and state
autonomy Despite these
challenges, the idea of "One
Nation, One Election"
deserves serious
consideration and debate. By
exploring innovative solutions
and engaging in constructive
discussions, India can
strengthen its democratic
processes and ensure more
effective governance. (B-15
Jyoti-Kalash Society,
Jodhpur Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)

Why Dhaka should revisit China’s sinister role in the 1971 war

As Dhaka’s winter air
cools, the political
temperature is beginning to
boil. The state funeral of
Khaleda Zia and Tarique
Rehman’s assumption of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) leadership have
garnered reactions from actors
across the board. With the
announcement of the national
elections on February 12,
2026, Bangladesh finds itself
at a historical crossroads that
mirrors the seismic shifts of
1970. But while the ghosts of
1971—Pakistan, India, the US
and the USSR—remain ever-
present, a once-silent player
from the liberation era has
moved to the centre of the
board.

China, which once viewed
the birth of Bangladesh
through the cold lens of
Pakistan’s “internal affairs”,
now stands as the nation’s
largest trading partner and
primary arms supplier, forcing
a sobering re-evaluation of
how “realpolitik” shapes a
nation’s sovereignty. Often left
as the postscript in the
Bangladesh Liberation War
story, it receives front-page
treatment in the
contemporary discourses. The
Chinese role, stakes, and
reactions to this election are
worth a look.

As Dhaka navigates this
shift, it faces a strategic
warning. The Bhagavad Gita
states: “meaning, “…from the
loss of memory comes the
destruction of collective
wisdom; and from the
destruction of wisdom, one
loses sovereignty and
perishes.” In the context of
2026, this “loss of memory”
cautions against the danger of
overlooking the historical
phases of Sino-Bangladesh
relations—a history defined
not by brotherhood, but by
brutal realpolitik.

Notably, unlike most other
regional actors, China
recognised Bangladesh only in
1975. This delay was a
testament to ‘realpolitik’—the
US-China rapprochement
facilitated by Pakistan taking
precedence over the
humanitarian reality of a
genocide. Like a chessboard,
every piece impacts the overall
picture, making it essential to
understand how each piece
characteristically moves.

Amidst the evolving
regional dynamics at the
behest of the 2024 uprising
and the forthcoming elections,
the history of Sino-Bangladesh
relations warrants a
reevaluation. For
understanding’s sake, this
may be divided into four
phases: the Pre-War/Early
Phase (until Nov ‘71), the
Escalation Phase (Aug-Nov
‘71), the War Phase (until 16
Dec ‘71), and the Post-War
Phase (1972-75).

The pre-war phase
occurred in the shadows of
March 25, 1971, which is
observed as Genocide Day in
independent Bangladesh. It
marks the day the Pakistan
Army launched Operation
Searchlight in the whole of
East Pakistan, killing millions
of unarmed Bengali speakers.
The Dhaka University was one
of the prime targets where
both Muslim and non-Muslim
residents and academics lost
their lives.

In April that year, Chinese
Premier Zhou Enlai sent a
letter to President Yahya Khan
pledging Chinese support if
Pakistan came under “foreign
aggression”, referring to a
possible Indian intervention
following the brutalities. He
was quoted as saying, “The
unification of Pakistan and the
unity of the people of East and
West Pakistan are basic
guarantees for Pakistan to
attain prosperity and strength.
The Chinese Government
holds that what is happening
in Pakistan at present as
purely an internal affair of
Pakistan, which can only be
settled by the Pakistani
people, and which brooks no
foreign interference
whatever.”

Moreover, China provided
an approximately $20 million
interest-free loan in May 1971
to stabilise Pakistan in addition
to 200 military experts to West
Pakistan to train them in
guerrilla warfare, as per
independent reports.
Throughout the buildup of the
war, China maintained that it
was strictly Pakistan’s “internal
affair”. While staying silent on
the genocide, in a recorded
interaction with Henry
Kissinger, Zhou referred to the
developments as attempts
aimed at the “subversion of
the Pakistani Government”.

'What kind of a trend is this, the leader is a thief'
Justice for Jangleshwar song goes viral, people in Rajkot broke houses in great anger,
saying - it would have been better if it had happened after the month of Ramajan,

Rajkot, Rajkot Municipal
Corporation will demolish 1489
houses in Jungleshwar area on
February 23. All necessary
preparations have been made
by the administration for this.
Tight police security has been
deployed in the entire area.

Rapper Chandamiya, who
lost his house in Jangleshwar,
has expressed his anger by
making a rap song. The lyrics of
which are, "What kind of a
thread is this, the leader is a
thief, why is the road going on

the poor's house?" In a
conversation with Divya Bhaskar,
Chandamiya said, "There is
mourning in every house during
Ramadan, if a leader does not
give me a house after listening
to my song, then I request him
to give me time. In which
surprising scenes were seen. Till
now, there was anger among
the people here regarding the
decision of the administration to
demolish the building. However,
today it seemed as if people had
accepted this decision to some
extent. And many people were
seen breaking and demolishing
their houses and shops with
heavy hearts using hammers
and drilling machines. In a
conversation with Divya Bhaskar,
people said that they have our
support for the system, but it
would have been better if it had
happened after the month of
Ramadan.

Police and corporation
officials have been deployed in
7 routes for this demolition.
Since yesterday, Rajkot

Municipal Corporation has
started a large-scale phased
operation to remove illegal

encroachments on Aji Nadi Patta
and T.P. Road in Jangleshwar
area.

The following phase
occurred in parallel with the
Ping-Pong Diplomacy and the

US-China Rapprochement,
which was essentially
facilitated by Pakistan. Amidst

this, in November 1971,
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto visited
Beijing, where he received

assurances and support from
the Chinese CCP
administration.


